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1883 – ‘Sun Time’ to ‘Standard Time’ 
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Charles Sheeler’s “Rolling Power” 
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“The First Public Railway” 
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“The First Public Railway” 
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The Rocket of Mr Rob’t Stephenson of Newcastle 

Which drawing a load equivalent to threetimes its 

weight travelled at a rate of 12½ miles an hour, & 

with a carriage and passengers, at a rate of 24 miles 

Cost per mile for fuel about three halfpence  
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VIDEO – Wheel sparks due to slip  
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Allegheny Portage Railroad -  

canal boats pulled up mountain by 

stationary steam engine and rope 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

Four-day Trip in 1834 



36 

  Connecting Port to Industry 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

Four-day Trip in 1834 



Albany 

Buffalo 

37 

  Connecting Port to Industry 



The Dewitt Clinton 

38 

  Connecting Port to Industry 



The Dewitt Clinton The Lancaster 

39 



British-style locomotive American-style locomotive 

Swivel truck Inline design 
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Scientific: technological trendsetter 

Social: profits returned to company 

Symbolic: world’s largest   

         transportation network 

J. Edgar Thomson and PRR 

44 

Railroads – America’s First Big Business 
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Land Grants hasten RR and Telegraph 
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Promontory Point, Utah 



May 10, 1869 
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UPRR CPRR 

Promontory Point, Utah 
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UPRR CPRR 
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Golden Spike - Stanford University 
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Leland Stanford 

Promontory Point, Utah 



River to Rail 56 

Leland Stanford 



Charles Sheeler’s “Rolling Power” 
57 

Leland Stanford 



TRACTION = O.2 WLOCO 

58 

Charles Sheeler’s “Rolling Power” 

Leland Stanford 



TRACTION = O.2 WLOCO 

PLAN 
POWER = 

33,000 

59 

Charles Sheeler’s “Rolling Power” 

Leland Stanford 



TRACTION = O.2 WLOCO 

PLAN 
POWER = 

33,000 

60 

Charles Sheeler’s “Rolling Power” 

Turner’s “Rain, Steam and Speed” 

Locomotive replaces the hare 
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Inness’s “Lackawanna Valley” 

Restructuring of nature 
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Monet’s “Gare Saint Lazare” 

Brings artist to landscape 

Inness’s “Lackawanna Valley” 

Restructuring of nature 
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Key Ideas 

Scientific:                       

 Traction and Power 

 

Social:                              

 Public: Land Grants  

 Private: First Big Business  

 River to Rail 

   

Symbolic:                               

 Railroads and Art Monet’s “Gare Saint Lazare” 

Brings artist to landscape 


