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WL W HE Importance of the liberal education
K T x of youth, both to church and ftate, and
Wae2e K the neceflity of public {chools and
colleges for that end, is now fo univerfally acknow-
ledged, as to render an enlargement upon it
unneceflary, by way of introduction to the following
account. The main defign of this publication, is
' to acquaint the world, with the rife, progrefs,
and prefent ftate of the CoLLEGE oF NEW-JERSEY,
which for fome Years paft, hath beenan Object
of public Attention.

Tue great difadvantages, this, and the conti-
guous provinces lay under, fome years ago, for
want of fuch an inftitution, are well known. The
diftance of the britifh univerficies, and the expences
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attending an education abroad, were, to the
american colonifts, infuperable obftacles. The
two colleges of New- England, and that of Virginia,
then the only feats of learning, in the wide-extended
britifh empire in America, were too remote from
each other, to extend their influence through thefe
intermediate colonies. Hence, in point of litera-
ture, a large tract of a well-peopled country,
neceflarily lay rude and uneultivated.

As the colonies encreafed, the exigencies of
affairs, both of an ecclefiaftical and political nature,
became more and more urgent. Religious focieties
were annually formed, in various places; and had
they long continued vacant, or been fupplied with
an ignorant illiterate clergy, chriftianity itfelf, in
a courfe of years, might have become extinét
among them. Affairs of ftate alfo became more
embarraffed for want of proper dire®tion, and a
competent number of men of letters, to fill the
various political offices. The bench, the bar, and
feats of legiflation, required fuch accomplithments,
as are feldom the fpontancous growth of nature,
unimproved by educatior,

Yt



i 87 1]

Y=ET, even in this dark period, there were: not
wanting feveral gentlemen, both of the cwvil and
facred character, who, forming a juft eftimate of
the importance of learning, exerted their utmoft
cfforts, to plant and cherifh it in the province of
New-Ferfey. After fome difappointments and
fruitlefs attempts, application was at length made
to his excellency Fonathan Belcher, Efg; at that
time governor of the province, and, in the year
1748, he was pleafed, with the approbation of
his majefty’s council, to grant a CHARTER,
incorporating fundry gentlemen of the clergy and
laity, to the number of twenty-three, as truftees;
invefting them with fuch powers, as were requifite
to carry the defign into execution, and conflituting
his majefty’s governor for the time being, ex officio,
their prefident.

TraT the conflitution of this college, is founded
upon a free and catholic bottom, and calculated
for the equal and general advantage, of every
" religious denomination of proteftants, will clearly
appear, by the following extrac from this charter
¢ AND WHEREAS by the fundamental Conceflions

dmade av the firft Settlement of New-Jerfey, by
B S ihe
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¢ the Tiord Berkely and Sir George Caricrel then
¢ Proptictors it was among other things conceded
¢ and granted that no Freemen awithin  the faid
& Province fbould at any time be molefted punifbed
< difguieted or called in Queftion for any Difference
¢ of Opinion or Pratiice in Maiters of veligiousCon-
¢ cormment who do not aftually difturb the Peace of
< the faid Province they bebaving themfelves peace-
< ably and quietly and not wfing this - Liberty o
& Licencioufnefs nor to the civil Injury or outward
< Difturbance of others WaerEFORE and for
¢ that the faid Petitioners have alfo exprefied their
¢ earneft Defire that thofe of every religious Deno-
< mination may have free ‘and equal Liberty and
"¢ Advantage of Fducation in the faid College any
¢ different Sentiments in Religion notwithftanding
¢ &c. &c” The world hath here the ftrongeft
atteftation, of the liberal principles, not only of
the government in granting, but alfo of the petiti-
oners themfelves in their application for a- charter.
"The viewsof the latter, extended to the common
benefit, of all their proteftant brethren. Tndeed,
had 'they been otherwife difpofed, the conftitution
happily difables them, from ever perverting the
inftitutiony to any narrow or finifter purpofes : Tor
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the  charger further contains the following 'claufe,

¢« And we do further will give and grant unto the
_¢ Truftees of the faid College that they -and their

s Succeffors o the major part of any thirteen of
¢ them which fhall convene for that Purpofe may
¢ make and they are hereby fully empowered to
¢ make and eftablifh fuch Ordinances Orders and
¢ Laws asmay tend to the good and wholfome
¢ Government of the faidCollege and all the Stu-
¢« dents and feveral Officers and Minifters thereof
¢ and to the public Benefit of the fame not repug-
\ nant to the Laws and Statutes of our Realm of
¢ Great-Britainor of this -our Province of New-
¢ Ferfey and not excluding any Perfon of any
¢ religious Denomination whatfoever from free and
¢ equal Liberty and Advantage of Education or
¢ from any of the Liberties Immunities or Privi-
¢ ledges of the faid College on Account of his or
¢ their being of a religious Profeffion different from
¢ the faid Truftees of the faid College &c.

Ir any unfavourable reprefentations, have been
any where made of this inftitution, as an illiberal
{cheme, contrived t0 fubferve the contraéed. inte-

refts of a religious party; it manifeftly appears,
' from
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from the above view of its fundamental conftjty.
tion, that they are untrue and groundlefs. And,
from its management hitherto, which is no fecret,
1t may be affirmed in the face of the world, that
the execution has been as fair, impartial, and

generous, as the plan upon which it was orxgmally
founded.

Trus were the truftees pofieffed of a naked
charter, without any fund at all to accomplith the
undertaking. This, in the eyes of fome, gave
it the appearance of an idle chimerical project.
Their only refource, indeed, under the fmiles of
Heaven, wasin the beneficence of the advocates
and friends of learning. After various folicitations
in America, the contributions, tho’ often generous
and worthy of grateful acknowledgment, were
found by no means adequate to the execution of
fo extenfive a defign. Therefore, in the year
1753, two gentlemen were fent ag agents to
Great-Britain, and Ireland, to folicit additional
benefactions. There the inftitution was honoured,
beyond the moft fanguine expectations, with the
~ approbation and liberality of feveral political and
ecclefiaftical bodies ; and of many private perfons

of
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of the nobility and gentry, among the laity and
clergy of various denominations.

TrE ftudents, in the mean time, who, in the
beginning, were few in number, lived difperfed in
private lodgings, in the town of Newark ; at which
place, the college was firft opened ; the public
academical exercifes being generally performed in
the county court-houfe. The difficulties and danger
of thefe circumftances, both with regard to the
morals and literary improvement of the youth,
could fcarcely have been encountered fo long, had it
not been for the indefatigable induftry and vigilance
of Mr. Presipent Burg, the firft who officiated
" in that ftation. And it was much owing to his
unremitted zeal and activity, that this college fo
fuddenly rofe to fucha flourifhing condition.

TuE truftees, thus generoufly affifted, imme-
diately fet about ereting a building, in which the
ftudents might be boarded as well as taught, and
live always under the infpection of the college
officers, more fequeftred from the various tempta-
tions, attending a promifcuous converfe with the
world, that theatre of folly and diffipation. The

: little
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little village of Princeton was fixed upon; as the
moft convenient fituation ; being near the centef
of the colony, on the public road between Nezw-
York and Philadélphia, and not inferior in the
falubrity of its air, to any village upon the conti-
nent.

Tur edifice being nearly finithed, and con-
fidered as facred to liberty and revolution-princi-
ples, was denominated Nassav-Havrr, from that
great deliverer of Britain, and affertor of proteftant
Liberty, K. WiLriam the IILd, prince of Orange
| /and Naffau. It will accommodate about 147 ftu-
dents, computing three to a chamber. Thefe are
20 feet {quare, having two large clofets, with a
window in each, for retirement. It has alfo an
elegant hall; of genteel workmanthip, being a
fquare of near 40 feet, with a neatly finithed
front gallery. Here is a {mall, tho’ exceeding
: good organ, which was obtained by a voluntary
fubfcription : Oppofite to which, and of 'the fame
height, is eretted a ftage, for the ufe of the
ftudents, in their public exhibitions. It is alfo
ornamented, on one fide, with a portrait of his
late majefty, at full length ; and, on the other,

with
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with @ like picture, (and above it the family-arms
neatly carved and gilt,) of his excellency governor
Bercuer. Thefe were bequeathed by the latter to
this college. The library, which is on the fecond
floor, is a fpacious room, furnithed at prefent with
about 1200 volumes, all which have been the
gifts of the patrons and friends of the inftitution,
both in Europe and America. ‘There is, on the
lower flory, a commodious dining hall, large
enough to accommodate as many as the houfe will
contain, together with a large kitchen, fteward’s
apartments, &c. The whole ftruéture, which is
of durable ftone, having a neat cupola on its top,
makes a hanfome appearance ; and is efteemed to
be the moft conveniently plan’d for the purpoies of
a college, of any in North-America ; being defigned
and executed by that approved archite@ Mr.
Robert Smith, of Philadelphbia.,

In the year 1757, the ftudents, to about the
number of 70, removed from Newark, the houfe
being then {o far completed, as to be ready for their
reception. Experience foon taught the {ociety, the
fuperior convenience of their new circumiftances.

‘The numbers cncrealed very faft. The country
C became
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became more and more convinced of the impor-
tance of learning, in general, and the utility of
fuch a feat of education in particular ; both from
the regularity of its adminiftration, and the figure
which feveral of its fons already made, in the
various literary profeffions. But it was not long
before it fuffered, what was then looked upon, as
an almoft irretrievable lofs. For this fame year
died, wuniverfally deplored, Mr. PRESIDENT
Burr.* Few men were pofiefled, in an equal

degree,

* The following ‘epitaph, which juflly delineates his
charater, isinfcribed on a marble tomb, erefted by the

college, to his memory.

M. S.
Reverendi admodum Viri,
Aaronis Burr, A. M. Collegii Neo-Cz/arienfis Preefidis,
Natus apud Fairfield, Connel¥icutenfium IV Fanuarii,
4. D. MDCCXVL. 8. 7. :
Honefta in eadem Colonia Familia eriundus
Collegio Yalenfi innutritus,

Novarcce Sacris initiatus MDCCXXXVTIII.
Annos circiter viginti paftorali Munere
Fideliter funus.

Collegii N. C. Preefidium MDCCXLVIII accepit,
In Naffovie Aulam fub Finem MDCCLVI tranflatus.
Defunétus in he¢ Vigo XXIV Seprembris

Jl' D!
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degree, of fuchan afiemblage of fuperior talents, !
He feemed to be peculiarly formed, for that im- |
portant {phere of action, which was afligned him I
in the latter part of his life. But the reader may
{ee the lincaments of his chara&er drawn, in

|

|

firiking colours, by a mafterly hand, in a funeral '
eulogium, ‘

P P

A. D. MDCCLVII, §. M. .
Ztatis XLII. Eheu quam brevis! ;
Huic Marmori fubjicitur, quod mori potuit;

1 Quod immortale, vendicarunt Ceeli. g‘:

’ Queeris Viator qualis quantufque fuit?

Perpaucis accipe.

Vir Corpore parvo ac tenui !

Studiis Vigiliis affiduifque laboribus ]

Macro. ’

Sagacitate, Perfpicuitate, Agilitate, F!

Ac Solertia, (fi fas dicere) :

Plufquam humana, pene {

Angelica. , l

Anima ferme totus. [

Omnigena Literatura inftruétus, :
Theologia preeftantior :

‘Concionator volubilis, fuavis et fuadus:

Orator facundus.
Moribus facilis, candidus et jucundus,
Vita egregie liberalis ac beneficus: 3

Supra vero omnia emicuerunt
Pictas, |
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eulogium, publithed foon after his deceafe.f: The
fame year died alfo his excellency = governor
BercuiRr, who continued, to the laff, a zealous
patron of religion and learning. His library,
confifting of 474 volumes, together with ‘feveral
other ufeful and ornamental articlés, he left o this
college, of which he was himfIf the founder.

Tre

~ Pietas ac Benevolentia,
Sed ah! quanta et quota Ingenii,
Induftriz, Prudentiz, Patientiz,
Caterarumque omnium Virtntum
Exemplaria,
Marmoris fepulehralis Anguftia
Reticebit.
Multum defideratus, multum
Dileéus,
Humani Generis Deliciz,
O! Infandum fui Defiderium,
Gemit Ecclefia, plorat
Academia,
At Ceelum plaudit, dum ille
Ingreditur.
In Gaudium Domini
Dulce loquentis,
Euge bone et fidelis
Serve !
Abi Viator tuam refpice Finem.
1 By Witriam Livingston, Efg; :

o~
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‘THe Rev.'Mr. JonaTaan Epwarbds fuc-
ceeded to the prefidentthip-  Great were the ex-

peétations of ‘the public, from th: adminiftration .

of aclergyman of his very diftinguithed rank in
the literary world. But in a few days after his
arrival at Naffau-Hall, he was feized with a mortal
diftemper : And it pleafed the fovereign of the
univerfe tocall him from this ftage of a&ion,
before he could apply his fkilful hand to the work,
which his predeceffor had {o dexteroufly forwarded.

THus a vacanéy again enfued, which continued
near eighteen months; when the Rev. Mr.
SaMUEL DaviEs, of Virginia, was chofen to the
Office: A gentleman, well known on both fides
the atlantic; but who was, perhaps, no where
more efteemed and beloved than' at Naffau-Hall s
His fine talents, added nota little, to the dignity
and- reputation of the fociety, which received
many improvements, from his ingenuity and polite
tafte. The repeated ftrokes it had lately fuffered,
in the lofs of two fuch excellent heads, extremely
affected the well-withers to the interefts of virtue
and literature. = But the cloud now feemed to be
difperfed, and all things to revive within, For,

tho’,
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tho’, in the vacancy of the chair, there always
had been one of the board of truftees, appointed
to act, pro tempore, yet, it is reafonable to fuppofe,
that as to any new improvements in the eduvcation
of the youth, matters were, in a great meafure,
at a ftand.-----But how uncertain are human
things ! How precarious the moft elevated hopes !
In the month of February, 1761, this brilliant
genius, inthe midft of his rifing reputation- and
growing ufefulnefs, fuddenly refigned his breath,
to the inconfolable grief of the whole fociety, and

univerfal lamentation of all gocd men.

Soon after his death, the Rev. Dr. SaMmvuEL
FinLey, was eleted to the preflident’s chair :
a gentleman, who for many years, had diftin-
guithed himfelf in the management of a private
academy at Nottingham in Penfylvania; and in the
month of Fuly following, he arrived at Nassau-
Havry, and entered upon his office. As to the hap-
pinefs of this {ucceffion, the prefent flourithing
ftate of the college, the general diligence of the
youth in their literary purfuits, and the internal
harmony and good order fo obfervable in the
fociety, are fufficient atteftations,

WEg
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We fhall now give the world fome account of
the modes of government and inftruction, together
with the whole plan of education, the manner and
expences of boarding, the circumitances of the
fund, and whatever elfe may be requifite to ex-
hibit a view of the prefent ftate of the inflitution.

It would be unneceﬁ'ary' and tedious, to trouble
the reader, with a minute decail of all the private
laws and ftatutes, which have been made, from
time to time, for the berter regulation of its
members. They are intended, in general, to fettle
the terms of admiffion, to prefcribe the duties, and
adjuft the powers of the officers, who are univerfally
accountable to the truftees: and efpecially to direct
the conduét and ftudies of the youth; and to ref-
train them from fuch liberties and indulgencies,
as would tend to corrupt their morals, or alienate
their minds from a fteady application. In thefe re-
gulations, it hath been the defign to fix upon a me-
dium, between too great a licentioufnefs on the
one hand, or an exceflive precifion on the other.
The penalties are generally of the more humane
kind ; fuch as are at once expreffive of compaﬂion
to the offender, and indignation at the offence ; fuch

as
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as are adapted to work upon the nobler principles
of humanity, and to move the more honourable
fprings of good order and fubmifiion to govern-
meént. The laws indeed authorife the infiGion of
pecuniary muléts, aceording to the practice of other
colleges ; but they are feldom executed, as it would
feem to be punithing the parents for the offences of
tl.c children. It cannot be recolleéted, that there
have been above three or four fines impofed, for
upwards of three years laft paft; nor even one,
fince Dr. FinLey hath prefided. And in thofe
few fingular cafes, it was done, rather for the fake
of vé_riety, as another particular method, of fixing
a brand of odium upon a bad ation, than asa pe-
cuniary punifhment. A {mall fine will anfwer that
end, as well as a larger.

In the exercife of difcipline, the more ufual
procefs is this.---The prefident or tutors, feparately
or in conjunction, privately reafon with the offender,
in order to make him fenfible of his ill condu&t ;
and endeavour, by their manner of addrefs, to
convince him, that in their proceedings againft
him, they are atuated from motives of fincere
regard to his own welfare, and that their feverity is

not
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hot the effect of morofenefs, ill-nature, or perfonal
refentment.  If the offence charged, be denied,
evidences are adduced in proof of it. But if the
youth difcovers an ingenuous temper, by an open
frank acknowledgment, fach a difpofition is
encouraged, by a mitigation of the punithment.
On the other hand, all low and difhoneft artifices,
particularly lying and wilful equivocation, are
refented as the higheft aggravations. In the refult,
if found guilty, according to the nature of the
offence, he is difmiffed either with a private
reprimand, or required to fubmit to a public
formal admonition ;---or, to make a penitent
confeflion in the hall, before the whole houfe ;--~
or, deprived of fome of the peculiar privileges
of his clafs;---or, for fome limited time, pro-
hibited a free converfation with his fellow ftudents;
and admiffion into their chambers, as unworthy
of their fociety ;---or, fufpended from refidence,
and all the privileges of the college, uatil the
matter be laid before a committee of fix of the
truftees. In thefe feveral kinds and degrees of
punifhment, animpartial regard is had, not only
to the nature of the offence, but alfo to the dif-
pofition, age, rank in college, habitual conduét;
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and other circumftances of theoffender. Sufpenfion
is the higheft cenfure the prefident and tutors can
inflict. The power of expulfion is vefted in any
fix of the truftees convened; who, having had
no connections with the offender, cannot be fuf-
pected of prepoffefiion or partiality. It may not
be amifs, in this place toremark, that among one
hundred and twenty pupils, who, for this year
paft, have been under the care of the immediate
governors of the college, there have been but very
few, whofe conduét hath rendered them obnoxious
even to the milder methods of punithment. This
is mentioned, particularly, in due reipet to the
gentleman who now prefides ; government being
the mott difficult and delicate part of the prefiden-
tal office.  To teach a claffic author, or fyftem of
philofophy is a much ealier tafk, than to govern a
{ocicty of youth, in the gay and volatile period of
life, when the paflions are predominant, and reafon
but in a forming ftate; a fociety, colleCted from
almoft all the feveral colonies on this continent,
educated in different manners, with different vViews,
and an endlefs variety of tempers and circums-
ftances. To govern fuch a fociety, fo as at once
to command their veneration, and conciliate their
love:
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love: To grant every innocent liberty, and, at
the fame time, to reftrain from every eninaring
indulgence : To habituate them to fubjection, and
yet maintain their refpective ranks without info-
lence or fervility : To cherifh a fenfe of honour,

without felf-fufficiency and arrogance : In a word,
~ to infpire them with fuch principles, and form
them to fuch a conduét, as will prepare for fuftain-
ing more extenfive conneltions, with the grand
community of mankind ; and introduce them on
the theatre of the world, as ufeful fervants of their
country.---This is the tafk, the arduous tafk, of
a governor of the college: To which, how few
are equal !

As to the branches of literature taught here,
they are the fame with thofe which are made parts
of education in the European colleges, fave enly
fuch, as may be occafioned by the infancy of this
inftitution. The ftudents are divided into four dif-

tin& claffes, which are called the Frefbmman, the :

Sophemore, the Funior, and the Semior. In each of

thefe, they continue one year; giving and receiving,
in their turns, thofe tokens of refpect and fubjection,
which belong to their ftandipgs; in order to,

: preferve
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preferve a due fubordination. The Frefbman year is
fpent in the latin and greek languages, particularly

in reading Herace, Cicero’s Orations, the Greck Tefla-

ment, Lucian’s dialogues, and Xenopbon’s Cyrepedia,
In the Sophomore year, they fill profecute the ftudy
of the languages, particularly Homer, Longinus, &c;
and enter upon the fciences, geography, rhetoric,
Jogic, and the mathematics. They continue their
mathematical ftudies throughout the Yunior year ;
and alfo pafs through a courfe of natural and moral
philofophy, metaphyfics, chronology, &c. ard the
greater number, ‘cfpecially fuch as are educating
for the fervice of the church, are initiated into the
hebrew. As to this fo unhappily unpopular lan-
guage, no conftraint is laid upon the youth to the
ftudy of it. Butitisto be withed, it may focn
be more univerfally efteemed, a ufeful and

important acquiﬁtion; as we are told it already is,
among the politeft literati in Exrope. It opens an

inexhauftible fund of criticifim, both to the divine,

and the poet. But the reader is referred to Mr.

Addifon, Spec. vol. 6. N. 405, where are difplayed

the fuperiof beauties of the facred poefy.--To return,

the Senior year is entirely employed in reviews and
compofition. They now revife the moft improv-
ing
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ing parts of the latin and greek claffics, part of the
hebrew bible, and all the arts and {ciences. The
weekly courfe of difputation is continued, which
which was alfo carried on through the preceeding
year, They difcufs two or three thefes in a week ;
fome in the fyllogiftic, and others in the forenfic
manner, alternately ; the forenfic being always per-
formed in the englith tongue. A feries of queftions
is alfo prepared, on the principal fubjects of na-
tural and revealed religion. Thefe are delivered
publicly, on fundays, before a promifcuous con-
gregation, as well as the college, in order to habi-
tuate them early to face an affembly, as alfo for
other important and religious ends, to which they
are found conducive. = There 1s likewife 2 monthly
oration-day, when harrangues, or orations of their
own compofition, are pronounced before a mixt
auditory. All thefe compofitions before mentioned,
are critically examined with refpect to the language,
orthography, pointing, capitalizing, with the
other minutie, as well as more material properties
of accurate writing.

BesipE thefe exercifes in writing and {peaking,
moft of which are proper to the Semior clafs, on
every
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every monday three, and on the other evenings of
the week, excepting faturdays and fundays, two
out of each of the three inferior clafies, in rotation,
pronounce declamations of their own compolfing,
on the ftage. Thefe too are previoufly examined
and correted, and occafion taken from them,
early to form a tafte for good writing. The fame
' claffes alfo, in rotation, three on tuefday evenings,
and two on the other evenings, with the exceptions
juft mentioned, pronounce, in like manner, fuch
felet pieces from Cicero, Demofthenes, Livy, and
other ancient authors; and from Shakefpear, Milton,
Addifon, and fuch illuftrious moderns, as are beft
adapted to difplay the various paflfions, and exem-
plify the graces of utterance and gefture. A good
addrefs, and agreeable elocution, are accomplith-
ments {o ingratiating, and fo neceffary to render
a public fpeaker, efpecially, popular; and confe-
quently ufeful, that they are efteemed here, as
confiderable parts of education, in the cultivation
of which no little pains are employed.

TrE claflics are taught, for the three firft
years, in nearer the ufual method of grammar
{chools, than in the laft, The fludents then

revife
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revife them, principally as examples of fine
compofition. They firft give a more literal tran{-
lation of a paragraph, afterwards the fenfe in a

paraphrafe of their own, and then criticife upon
the beauties of the author: In which work they

are aflifted by the prefident. No authors are
read more particularly with this view, than Homer,
Horace, and efpecially Lenginus---
<« Whofe own example ftrengthens all his laws,
¢« And is himfelf the great fublime he draws.

EacH clafs recites twice a day ; and have always
free accefs to their teachers, to folve any difficulties

that may occur. The bell rings for morning .

prayer at fix o’clock, when the fenior clafs read
off a chapter from the original into englifh.

The prefident then propofes a few critical queftions

upon it, which, after their concife anfwers, he

illuftrates more at large. The times of relaxation
from ftudy, are about one hour in the morning,
two at noon, and three in the evening: And in
thefe are included the public meals. Evening
prayer is always introduced with pfalmody ; and
care i.taken to improve the youth in the art of
facred mulic.

THux

e
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Tre ufual method of inftruction in the {ciences
is this.---The pupils frequently and deliberately
read over fuch a portion of the author, they are
ftudying, on a particular fcience, asit is judged,
they can be able thoroughly to imprefs upon their
memories. When they attend their recitations,
the tutor propofes queftions on every particular

they have been reading. After they have given,
in their turns, fuch anfwers, as fhew their general

acquaintance with the fubjet, he explains it more

at large; allows them to propofe any difficulties ;
and takes pains to difcover whether his explications

be fully comprehended. Advantages, which are
feldom attainable, in the ufual method of teaching
by lecture.

In the inftruétion of the youth, care is taken
to cherifh a fpirit of liberty, and free enquiry ; and
not only to permit, but even encourage their right
of private judgment, without prefuming to dic-
tate with an air of infallability, or demanding an
implicit affent to the decifions of the preceptor.

Tue Senior, Funior, and (towards the con-
clufion of their year) the Sophomore clafies, are
‘ allowed
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k allowed the free ufe of the college library, that

f they may make excurfions beyond the limits of
Y their ftated ftudies, into the unbounded and va- L
;@i riegated fields of knowledge ; and, efpecially, to
k affift them in preparing their difputations, and other i
iy compofitions. But the comparatively fmall affort- i
i ment of modern authors, in the library, is one }
lc} ‘ of thofe remedilefs difadvantages, this inftitution
!1 muft lie under, until its funds‘ will afford an )
i enlargement.  The prefent colle¢tion entirely t
; confifts of the donations of the charitable, both in I
i Europe and America. However, thould the truftees 4?
themfelves remain incapable of making additions; |
i it is yet encouraging, that valuable benefaétions
% ; of this fort are ftill, now and then received.

Gentlemen who are liberally difpofed, but know i

not what books the library is already pofiefied of,
| may perufe the cacalogue, lately publithed, for
the information of the public in this matter.---

BuT to proceed:---On the third Pednefiday in
Auguft annually, the Sewsor clais are examined by
the truftees, the college officers, and other gentle-
men of learning then predent, throughcut all the
branches of literature, they have been here taught.

' E And

|
|
|
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And if approved, as worthy of academical
honours, the prefident affigns them the parts,
they are refpectively to perform at the anniverfary
commencement ; the general proceedings of which,
are fo publicly known, as to fuperceed all neceffity
of defcription. They are then graduated Bachelors
of Arts. After an interval of three years, they
are ufually admitted to the Mafler’s degree. But
to this latter, the terms of admiffion, for thefe
few years paft, have not been fo lax and indetermi-
nate as formerly. In the year 1760, the truftees
made a refolve upon this head, which it may not be
improper to infert here, as it ftands recorded in
in the minutes of their proceedings, and is as
follows.---
-

« Tuz conferring academical Honours, was in-
< tended as an Incentive to a laudable Ambition in
¢¢ Study, and as a Reward of literary Merit. And
< the different Degrees of thefe honorary Diftinc-
< tions, conferred fucceflively, at different periods,
¢« fuppofe a proportioned Increafe of litcrafy
¢ Merit; and confequently a fufficient Time of
¢ Refidence in College, for the further Profecution
“ of Study 3 and a proper previous Examination to

¢ difcover
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¢ difcover the Improvement of the Candidates,
“¢ But when promifcuoufly diftributed, as curfory
¢« Formalities after the ufual Time, without any
¢ previous Evidence of {uitable Qualifications,
¢ they fink into Contempt, as infignificant Cere-
< monies; and no longer anfwer their original
¢« Defign. Therefore the Truftees determine to
«¢ admit none to the Degree of Mafter of Arts, bus
¢¢ upon the following Terms.

« AL. Candidates for a Mafter’s Degree,  fhall

«¢ refide in or near the College, at leaft one Week
<« immediately preceeding that Commencement, at
< which they expect to receive their Degrees: during
¢¢ which Time, they fhall fubmit to the Laws and
<c Orders of the College : and on the Tue/day Morn-
«¢ ing, immediately preceeding the laft #7ednefday of
< September, (on which Day the Anniverfary Com-
<« mencement is held,) they fhall attend in the Col-
« lege, in order to pafs fuch an Examination, as
< the Truftees, then prefent, fhall think neceflary ;
<< efpecially in fuch Branches of Literature, as have
<« 2 more direct Conneion with that Profeffion of
<« Life, which they have entered upon, or havein
¢ View; whether Divinity, Law, or Phyfic.
< "¢ And

|
it
|
|
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<¢ And fhall make fuch Preparations for the Com-
<« mencement, as the Officers of the College fhall

¢¢ judge proper.

<« As fo fhort a Refidence can be an intolerable :
<« Inconvenience to but very few, and will render |
¢ 3 fecond Degree a real Honour, the Truftees
< will not difpenfe with it in ordinary Cafes. Yet
«¢ a5 the Circumftances of fome Perfons, of fuffi-
< cient Accomplithments, may render them inca-
«c pable of Refidence, they are to inform the Pre-
<« fident by Letter, fome convenient Time before
«¢ the Commencement, at which they intend to offer
<¢ themfelves Candidates, of the Reafons of their
3 ¢ Incapacity, that the Truftees may judge, whe-
| ® < ther they are fufficient for a Difpenfation for the

L e e T
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< whole, or any Part of the Time required.”

Tuis law, as is declared in another place,
extends alfo to the bachelors from other colleges,
f who ftand candidates for a higher degree, than
1 they have yet been admitted to. Graduates from
' other colleges, upon producing their diplomas, or
| other fufficient teftimonials, are admitted AD |
LEunDpEM, without any previous examination : But ,
then,
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then, it is inferted in their diplomas, and publicly
declared by the prefident, to be conferred Hoxon1s
Cavusa, according to the practice of fome uni-
verfities abroad. And with regard to all.--None
are admitted without teftimonials of their good
moral condu&, while abfent, figned by two
or more gentlemen of note 'and veracity, in the
place where they have refided ; or, unlefs recom-
mended by oneof the truftees, or college officers,
from perfonal knowledge.

As to admiffion into the feveral claffes, thefe
are the regulations.---Candidates for admiffion into
the loweft or frethman-clafs, muft be capable of
compofing grammatical latin, tranflating Virgil,
Cicero’s Orations, and the four evangelifts in greek,
and, by a late order, muft underftand the prin-
cipal rules of vulgar arithmetic. Candidates for .
any of the higher clafles, are ‘not only previoufly
examined, but recite a fortnight upon tryal, in
that particular clafs for which they offer themfelves;
and are then fixed in that, or a lower, as they
happen to be judged qualified: But, unlefs in
very fingular and extraordinary cafes, none are
received after the junior year.

BesiDE
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Besipk thefe examinations for admiflion into the
refpective clafles, and the laft examination of the
fenior clafs, previous to their obtaining the firft
collegiate honours; the three inferior clafles, at the
end of every year, are cxamined in fuch of the claffics,
arts and fciences, as they have ftudied, in order for
admiffion into the next : And fuch as are found un-
qualified, are not allowed to rife in the ufual coutfe.
Thefe, in like manner as the laft examination of
the fenior-clafs, are attended upon by the prefi-
dent and tutors, in conjunétion with any other
gentlemen of liberal education, who chufe to be
prefent. Dr. Finley hath alfo inftituted quarterly
examinations of the three clafies, before mentioned :
But thefe are not fo univerfal as the former, being
reftritted only to what they have ftudied, during
the quarter. They have been found to anfwer
excellent purpofes ; for thereby, the inftructors
can eafily obferve the gradual progrefs each one
makes ; and are thence enabled, either to encourage
or warn them, as their feveral cafes require.
Hence alfo, as it may be imagined, it hath not a
little conduced, to the afliduity and carefulnefs
of the ftudents, in their daily preparations.

THERE
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TuerE is a grammar-fchool annexed to the
college, as a nurfery for it, under the general in-
{pection of the prefident, though not a part of the
original conftitution. This was firft fet up by
prefident Burr, and has been handed down to
his fucceflors, the truftees taking it under their
patronage, during the feveral vacancies in that
ofice. Befides the latin and greek languages, into
which the youth are here initiated, = they have
been alfo early taught the graces of a good delivery,
and fpent a {mall portion of every day in improv-
ing their hand-writing; for which purpofe, a pro-
per attendant hath been hitherto p-rovi-ded.‘ But
this expedient being found by experience not fully
to anfwer thofe purpofes, it was lately judged
proper that an englifh fchool fhould be alfo efta-
blifhed, for the fole intention of teaching young
lads to write well, to cypher, and to pronounce
and read the englith tongue with accuracy and
precifion. The truftees, in confequence, have
engaged in their fervice, a young gentleman, pecu-
'liarly well accomplithed as a teacher; who hath
now opened this fchool; which, in like manner
with the grammar-fchool, is put under the general
fuperintendency of the prefident of the College.

INnTo
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InTo thefe fchools, there are no other terms of
admiffion, than the payment of twenty fhillings,
entrance money; according to -the cuftom of moft
academies. Standing inftitutions of this nature
muft have mafters to fupport and manage them,
whether there be few.or many {cholars, hence the
propriety and neceflity of requiring fomething ad-
diticnal at their entrance. The cafe is fomewhat
{imilar alfo in the college; the officers of which
are, ina great meafure, fupported from the tuition
morey; the fund being quite inadequate to that
purpofe. But what is here previoufly paid, is
not fo properly entrance money, as a {mall acknow-
lcdgméht for the difpenfation, in regard to the
proper charges of the foregoing year or years, which,
according to the cuftom of other colleges, ought to
have been fpent here. This is required of thofe only,
who at their firft coming, enter into the Sopbomore
or Funior claffes: For later, none are received, unlefs
in very fingular cafes, as hath been already
mentioned. At entering into the former, twenty
thillingsis paid, being the fourth part of the tuition
money for;the preceeding year : And on admiifion
Into the latter, forty {hillings, the fourth part of
fame, for the two foregoing years. ,
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‘We come now to give fome account of the
rnanner, together with the expences of boarding. It
is true, fo minute a detail of the little affairs of a
college, affords but adry and unentertaining ftory :
And a relation of the ceconomy of a kitchen and
dining room, ‘would be ftill more low and vulgar.
But as the judicious reader muft be fenfible, that
a proper regulation of thefe matters, is of more
confequence &o fuch a community, than a thoufand
things that would make a more fhining figure in
defcription 5 it is prefumed, that fome account of
them may be expeéted ; and that he will excufe
the dulnefs of the narrative, for the fake of the

importance of the information, to thofe efpecially,
who may encline to educate their fons at this

college.

It is the bufinefs of the fteward to provide all
neceffaries for the ufe of the fociety, to employ
cocks and other fervants to cleanfe the chambers,
make the beds, &c. The tutors, and all the
ftudents, and fometimes the prefident, eat together
~ in the dining-hall, always feated according to rank
/" and feniority. No private meals are allowed in

their chambers, except with exprefs licenfe on
¥ {pecial
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fpecial occafions. Tea and coffee are ferved up
for breakfaft. At dinner, they have, in turn,
almoft all the variety of fith and flefh the country
here affords, and fometimes pyes; every difh of
the fame fort, and alike drzcﬁ'cd, on one day ; but
with as great difference, as to the kinds of provifion,
and manner of cookery, on different days, as the
market, and other circumftances will admit.
Indeed, no luxurious dainties, or coftly delicacies
can be looked for among the viands of a college,
where health and ceconomy are alone confulted in
the furniture of the tables. Thefe, however, are
plentifully fupplied, without weight or meafure
allowance: And the meals are condulted with
regularity and decorum ; waiters being conftantly
in attendance. The general table-drink is {mall-
beer or cyder. For fupper, milk only is the ftanding
allowance; chocolate is fometimes ferved as a
change. Some of the young gentlemen chufe, at
times, and are indulged, to make a difh of tea in
' their apartments, provided it be done after evening
prayer; that the time fpent therein, may not inter-
fere with the hours of ftudy ; except in eafes of
indifpofition, or other circumftances, which are

previoufly laid before one of the officers, in order to
a
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a permit. But this is an article wholly of private

expence.

Tue annual charge of education, including
tuition money, chamber rent, fteward’s falary,
fervants wages, wathing, fire-wood, and candles,
with contingencies, may amount, communibus annis,
to about twenty five pounds fix fhillings lawful
money of New-Jerfey; for the market rifes and
falls; and on fome of thofe articles, the expences
are arbitrary. Hence frugality in the ftudent,
may fometimes, without meannefs, reduce the
accompt. The particulars, as they ftand, for the
moft part, in the fteward’s books, are here fpecified,

and charged upon an average.

Tuition-morey - - - - - -~ f.4 O O
Boarding, f’ccward’.s,falary, and fervants 15 @ HO
wages inclufive - - - |

Chamberrent = - ='m =~ = = % O 0
Wathing -~ .~ = =li=oo= e ol S50 0
‘Wood and candles .- - - - - -2 0’0
Coptingent charges. =. = 7o == =i =000 6 o
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Tro’ this inftitution has fucceeded, beyond the
expectation of its warmeft friends, notwithftanding
the fevere thocks it received, by the death of three
prefidents, info quick fucceflion; and its unfettled
{tate, till the chair was filled; yet it flill labours
under feveral deficiencies, which nothing but the
beneficent hand of charity can relieve. With
mathematical inftruments, and an apparatus for
experiments in natural philofophy, it is but very
indifferently furnifhed. The library wants many
of the moft approved modern writers, as hath been
already hinted. It would be alfo of eminent
fervice, had it revenues ample enough, to fupport
profeflors in fome of the diftinét branches of
literature ; who might each make a figure in his
own province, could his ftudies and inftructions be
confined to his peculiar department. A profefior
»of divinity, efpecially, for the benefit of the
theélogical ftudents, would be of fingular utility.

‘At prefent, there are three tutors, befides the
prefident. Tothefe, the college fund, can as yet,
afford but {canty livings; the tutors particularly,
unlefs they affume a vow of celibacy, are unable to
continue in their offices for life. Hence it happens,

that when a young gentleman has, by ftudy and

exPericncc
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xperience, thoroughly qualified himfelf for the
employment, he often refigns it; and the truftees
are then obliged to ele¢t another, perhaps out
equally fit for it. Affluent revenues are, indeed,
too often fatal fhares to political bodies, as well as
individuals. And'fhould a profefforfhip be con-
verted into a money-jobb, or lucrative poft, and
the falaries be fo confiderable as to become objects
of avarice and ambition to unworthy men, it might
be a much greater misfortune to the fociety, than
its prefent indigent ftate. Hence an income, juft

-

fufficient to fupply the abovementioned defedts,

and to afford fuch livings to a proper number of
tutors or profeffors, as would enable them, decently
to maintain their families, feems only to be defirable

and requiﬁte.

Tue fund, until within about a year paft, hath
not much exceeded 13001 but from a lottery,
which was generoufly {et on foot by a number of
gentlemen in Philadelphia, in favour of the inflitu-
tion, it was increafed to nearly 28001l. the neat
produce of the fame, after neceffary charges, and
loffes which ufually happen, befides what was
difburfed to pay urgent debts, being about 1 5001,

Exclufive




[ 42 ]

Exclufive of the annual fupport of officers, the
expences from other quarters are not inconfiderable;
nay, do yearly increafe, as the number of ftudents
increafe. . The truftees have been obliged to com-
plete the chambers of one whole ftory of the
building, which were at firft left unfinifhed, not
being then ‘wanted ; and to build a large kitchen,
with fervants apartments, both to anfwer its peculiar
intention, and, at the fame time, to leave more
room for lodgings in the college itfelf. ~This too
ftill remains without a proper inclofure of its court-
yard and back grounds; which would greatly add
to the beauty, as well as real convenience of the
hall.* = Thefe, together with feveral other mediums
of expence, will unavoidably exhauft all the cafh,
that can poflibly be fpared from its fleader fund.
Hence, is cafily feen, the impoflibility under
prefent circumftances, of making new additions or
improvements, either in regard to books, an ap-
paratus, or eftablithment of profefforfhips. Indeed,

from the countenance of the general affembly of
this

* In the plate hereunto annexed, the court-yard is repre-
fented as inclefed by a pale-fence, in like manner with that
of the prefident’s houfe: But this is done only from the
ncy of the engraver.
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/this province, in pafling an aét for a lottery of three
thoufand pounds, for the benefit of this college,
" fome good addition will probably be made toits
revenues. But the returns of this lottery, which
was lately drawn, are not yet made ; the accompts
being ftill unfettled. However, much greater
lofles have accrued therein, than might have been
reafonably expected, efpecially from the very
unfortunate iffue of the tickets left, on the rifque
of the college, at the time of drawing. S0 that the
managers have reafon to think, that, on the clofe
of their books, the clear profits will not much
exceed 1. 2200. Such an acceffion can only enable
the truftees, to make fome addition, perhaps, to
the annual allowances of the college officers ; tho’
not fuch as will be {uficient to retain them for life,
in the character of profeffors, much lefs to main-
tain a greater number. Befides, it is not impro-
bable, that by the time they reap the intereft of
it, another building may become neceflary : For
an addition of 25 or 30 ftudents more would fill
the prefent houfe, in fuch a manner, as that by
no poﬁ"xblr: contrivance, it could be made to contain
a greater number, with any tolerable convenience
or comfort. And thould the numbers increafe,
e
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in the fame proportion they have done, for thefe
three years paft, (whichisas 50to 70) the necei-
fity of fuch additional building, will be no diftant
event. This, however, would be a work im-
poflible to be carried into execution, upon the
ftrength of the prefent funds.

Bur befide the occafions of public encourage-
ment abovementioned, and the many private
benefadions received, fince the foundation of this
feminary ; it is matter of pleafure to acquaint its
friends, that, not long fince, a very generous
legacy was ordered in the will of the late col.
Alford, of Charles-Town, in the MafJachufetts-Bay :
The fum defigned for this college, is net yet
precifely afcertained, that being left to the difcre-
tion of his executors: It is prefumed however,
from good intelligence, that the appropriation
here will notbe lefs in value than . 500 fterling.
Benefactions of this fort are peculiarly honourable,--
an indubitable indication of a warm regard for the
interefls of learning, and of the teftator’s high
fenfe of the utility of this feat of education in
particular. No altions of a man’s life are more
memorable, than his deeds of liberality, before
the
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the hour of death; when chiefly he confiders,
what diftribution  of the 'gifts of Heaven, may
be moft agreeable to the will of his divine bene-
fattor. May providence excite an emulation in
the Lreafts of others, among the virtuous and
opulent, to follow an example of fuch laudable
and ‘chriftian benevolence : A benevolence, which
will extend its influence to remote pofterity, and
advance the genuine felicity of their country, when
they are received into everlafting habitations, and
are triumphing in the énjoyment of a glorious
RECOMPENSE OF REWARD..

Tuus is exhibited a faithful account of the
origin and prefent ftate of the college of New-
Ferfey :---A  college, originally defigned for the
promotion of the general interefts of chriftianity,
as well as the cultivation of human fcience. This
end therefore is kept in view, in all the inftructions
and modes of difcipline : To inculcate or even
recommend the difcriminating opinions of any one
proteftant denomination in preference to another,
is carefully avoided. In thofe matters, the ftudents.
are left without any byafs offered to their private
judgments ; and are always allowed, withoug

G reftraing
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reftraint, to attend the religious wor{hip of any
proteftant fociety, whenever they have oppor-
tunity. -

Uron the whole, it js prefumed it muft appear
manifelt upon reflection, to every ferious obferver,
that providence hath, in a peculiar manner, fuper-
intended the affairs of this nurfery, from its foun-
dation to the prefent time. And indeed, it is
efteemed by its directors their higheft honour and
happinefs, that the almighty hath vouchfafed fo
remarkably to countenance and fucceed their
undertaking, and thereby to encourage their
humble expecations of his continued benedition.
- To the fingular favour of Heaven, on the means
of inftruction here ufed, it muft be gratefully
afcribed, that many youth who have come to
Naffou-FHall for education, without any juft fenfe
of the obligations either of ‘natural or revealed re-
ligion, have been here effectually reformed, become
smen of folid and rational piety, and now appear
upon the ftage of public ation, employing their
talents to the honour of the fupreme Beltower, and

in promoting the good of mankind. Henze the

v Managersiof this feminary are emboldened to hope,

that
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that while the original defign of its eftablithment
is fteadily purfued, the fame indulgent providence
which hath hitherto {fupported it, amidft the re-
proaches of envy, and the oppofitions of malice,
will {till raife yp benefactors to fupply its defici-
encies; and fucceed their difinterefted endeavours
to train up our youth in the paths of piety and
erudition, for the future fervice of their country,
in any civil or ecclefiaftical employments. .

FoT N S

Proper Forms of Donation to the College by Will,
Of Chattels perfonal.

Item, 1 4. B. do hereby give and bequeath the
Sum of unto the Truftees of the College of
New-jerfey, commonly called Naffau-Hall, the
fame to be paid within months next after my
Deceafe; and to be applied to the Ufes and
Purpofes of the /aid College.

Of real Eftate,

I 4. B. do give and devife unto the Truflees of
the College of New-Ferfey, commonly called Nafay-
Hall, and to their Succelfors forever, all that certain
Mefluage and Tra& of Land, &c.

W







