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- ‘Tux paramount importance to the
whole Mechauics of the British em-
pire of the proceedings which we
are about to detail, will, we are as-
sured, make all our readers well
pleased to see the place usua.lglocf
cupied by an engraving, as well ag
every other corner of this week's Mew
chanic’s Magazine, devoted to giving
a full and accurate report of these

oeeedings. : .
F?l?he Puihc Meeting for taking into

thwe appointed for taking the chair, it
was completely filled. It is said-to hold
2,500 persons ; ‘certainly ‘more’ than
2,000 were pregent. 'We were glad'to
perceive that thay consisted chiefly of
that class for whose good theinstitution
is intended, namely, working mechas
nics; and that they-showed, by their
copduct and demeqner, that they com-
Jrebended fully the serious magnitude
of the objeot for which they were as-
sembled, and came to the considerg.

tion of it with. mMds warmed appa-

m;;z fo enthusiasm in its support;

Jor themselves. . During the whol®
evening there - was notgiug but ex-
Pressions of applause, and yet we did
not observe one single instance of
applause bestowed on a sentimaent or
g;o ition which did not deserve it.
¢ should, perhaps, except .the ap-
MVen to an offer from a pro-
| lecturer to deliver a course
of lectures on l:ome wqch'hof sgl;le:eee
g:m“’ thoug e ™S
this case werep: g:ken more of
gratitude to the individual for. his
generous intentions, than of approlia-
510:11 of:;lgougﬁon l;.:d mbug at variance
with what they fore declared
should be the fundamental principle
of the London Mechanics’ Institution
—namely, that the mechunics should
pay as well as they can for whatever
snstruction they are to receive. . The
earnest, discriminating, and orderly
attention with which they listened to
the whole of the proceedings, exceeded
any thing we had ever before witnesg-
ed in sonumerous an assembly. Samg
two .or three unha individuals,
we are told, were indiscrest enough
to “intrude themselyes in a state
which utterly disqualified them
taking a part in the deliberations. of
rational men ; and could they bave
been lified forward, and ibited
on' the table, they might, like the

alaves of Sparta, who. were: made .

drunk for the purpose, have given
point to many an excellent that
ell from the speakers on the effocts

of a debash

1g Intemperance ; but 1o
g p;n‘er were tbe] q:bcerml' by the
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gober nechanics, who had come on
bigsiness to the Meeting, than a num-
ber of them joining together, lifted
the sots gently out of the room, as
persons who had no business-there.
Incidental as this little fact ‘is, it
must speak volumes to all who. were.
not present, as to the character of
e lMeclin'g by which the London
hanics’ Institution hasbeen estab-
lished.

We were also particulatly welt
pleased to observe, ambng a tiumber
of individuals of wealth and emi-
nence who came forward to lend
tlie plan their countenance and sup-
port, many most respectable master-
engincers, manufacturers, and trades-
men ; ing, y&?eg presence,
most uhequiv , that those ignor=
dnt feelings of jes and sel-
fishness are fast disappearing, which
have so long made employers falsely
fagine, that they have &n interest
separate ‘ from these they employ,
and that they do well in -keeping
their ‘men as contentedly ignoran
#s possible of the piinciples of the
sperations in‘ which they are en'%aged.

“Wwe mention the names of such
gnen as Dorkin, and Taylor, and
Mattineau, and Perking, and Heath,
and Bevan, and 'Gafloway, dés pub-
Hie approvers amd suppottéfs of this
scheme, for affording to the huinblest
of ‘ogeraﬂvés the follest knowledge
®f the arts they practise, ‘every one
iust see‘how gredt the triumph i
which Iibetal opinions have achiev.
over the prejudices of times yet
caredly gone by, when secret pro-
ecesses and high-walled maniifactories,
with double-barred_gates, ‘were all
the fashion. ) v
Nor 'should that theed of ‘praise be
withheld which'is s0 justly due to
other gentlemien tvho Wwetre present,
‘who, though less connected than those
e have fiamied ‘with mechanical
mﬁﬁt&, are Ti6t Wds sensible of the

eficial corisepuénces which, in a
public' and national point of view,
must be derived from an institution
like the present. Tt was delightful to
heat such active dnd ‘iritelligent mem-
- Bers of the maglstricy as Mr. Sheriff

Laurie and Mr. Aldermin Key testify
- the beneficinl efects which would re-
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sult from a wider dissemination of
knowledge on the moralsand condition
of this greatcity. Nor could thecause -
of knowledge have been pleaded'in 2
purer spirit of philanthropy than by
those gentlemen of the har, who, by

.- their eloguent speeches on this occa-

sion (more eloquent we have seldom
heard) may have been the means of
depriiving themselves of many a fu-
ture brief from profligacy and crime.

dt may be scarcely necessary te
add, that among the absent from the
Theefing, there were many (far more,
we trust, than we can be possibly
aware of) who were, notwithstanding,
<a heart and mind with us. A letter,
jt will be seen, was read to the Mcet-
ing from. Henry Brougham, Esq. M.P.
apologizing for his inability to attend ;
but commending highly the objects
of the Institution,and inclosing a most
Jiberal donation towards its establish=
ment. . 'flfhe' acting secretaries were
In passession glso -of similar letters
from Dr. ingtop, Dr. Olinthus
Gregory, - Professor - Millington, Mr;
Jeremy Bentham, David Wilkie, Esqs
R. A, and other gentlemen, which
would have been read to the Meeting,
had not the progeedings been: em
tended. to so late an hour as to make
it inexpedient to detain even a willmg
auditory. To:fggi- from their homes.
The letter of Dr. G; .we shall
subjoin to our report of the.proceeds

P . Bitkbeok, to whom the Modhar
nics of Great Britain must ever look
e Sathor of whateser pocd they
e author whatever . ¢h
may derive from the establishment of
schools for their instruction in the arts
ﬁxd s](;iencea, was, on the motion of
r. Bevan, engineer, unanimously
called to the Chair. . . - -
‘Dr. Brawsecx then addressed the
Meeting neatly in the folloWing' torms .
‘Gentlenien ;—1t is alwiys nteréstin
to- revert to'the origin ‘of those events
‘Which, - by their -operdtion, have contri-
buited “to’ etrich, adorn, oridstract men-
kiad; and itis interestiitg aldo,'afthongk
in ‘an inferfor -degree, to retrace.the
steps. by whirh projeetsiliave been ine
‘troduced, clearly teriding, when sealized,

. to produce similay comsdqueneqs.. . I the
" 1mpoitant’ project which has ocoasioned



Vs 10 assewble here this evening has
eriginpted, as the zeulous and iunglefuti-
gable promoters of .this aswre have
- declared, from the formation of an insti-
tuMan by the Mechanios- of .Glasgow,
then, since fhat institution is confes-
sedly derived from the original mecha-
nics’ cluss, I may be permitted to con-
sider myself gpalified to delineate the
vise and progress of this branch of
pablic instruction; and a short historica)
sketch will not, I presume, be deemed
‘an inappropriate introduction fo the pro.
ceedings in which we are soon to be
engayed.
+ At the comm ut of the .present
century, whilst discharging the duties
pf Professor of Natural Philosophy and
Chemistry, in Anderson’s Junstitution,
at Glasgow, T had frequent oppor-
tunities .of observing the intelliige,nt
curiosity of the ¢ unwashed artificers,
to whoge mechanical gkill I was often
obliged to haverecourse ; and on one o¢-
‘casion, in particufar, my attention was ar-
rested by the inquisitive countenances of
d vircle'of operatives, who had orowded
#ound o somewhat curious pieee of me-
~ehianism whick had been construetbd fer
- 'mein-their workehop. 1 beheld, through
every disadvaitage of circumstance and
Wppeorance,sueh strong indications-of the
‘existeace of the unquenchable spirit, and
such emanations from “ the heavep
Vighted lamp i man," that the quostion
was forced mpon me, Why are these
‘minds left without the means of obigin-
ing that knowledge which they .se
ardently .desire; and why are the avenues
40 acience barred against them, because
‘they are poor? It was impossible not
to determine that the obstacle should be
removed : and I therefore resolved to
offer. them a gratuitous course of ele-
-mentary philesophical lectures. When
the plan was matured, it was mentioned
1o some of the “.wisein their generation:*
they treated,it as the dream of youthful
" enthusiasm, and scarcely condescended
1o bestow gpon it a sneer, far it ap-
peared to them so thoroughly visionary
and absurd. They predicted, that if
“invited, the mechapics would not come ;
that if tkey did come, they would not
listen; and that if they did listen, they
wonld not comprehend. ‘The offer,
" 'however, was made; they came, they
Tisténed, hquéred—conquered
that prejudice which would' have "con-
oigned them to the dominion of .integ-
minable ignorance, and would have
"shut the gates of knowledge agninsta
~large and intelligent portion of mnnkinjd
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for ever. Tor three suceapsive sessons I,
had the gratification ;of,lectuning to-Hve.
hundred machpaics; and an pudiencemore.
orderly, attenlive, and spparently.came
prehending I never witnessed. ‘Thisplea
was continued and exteprled by uy very:
able successor; with the addition of &
Xemuneration, whio, altheugh aot.equa.
to his erits and exertions, wes sufuient
10 evince the incrensing velue of scienco
in the estimplion of the mechanics.
After more than eighteen yoars head
¢hapsed, they became go sensible of the
yalue of the information which they had
received, that they felt disposed.to ex-
press their gratitude to the founder of
the class, and they were indirced, in sn
official communication,to declare their be-
Jief, that the mechanics’ class had:been the
means of advancing, in a remarkable
‘degree, the social, moral, commercial,
and intellectual prosperity of their flous
rishing city., But there yet remains o
be narrated in this. brief. bistory sild
stronger evidence of the feelings of the
mechanics on this sybjeot; and I am de,
sirous to-obtain for it your.cloge atfen~
tion, since it is unquestionably, the parct
most warthy of your imitation. Ahout
the beginning of the present year, from
circumstances whick it is not necessary,
-and  wauld ,be uninteresting to detail,
the mechanies determined to separate
Anemselves from the parent institytion,
And by their own. means, without -any
gubsi‘diary assistance, form forthemgelves
2 scientific school.” This objéct.they
jw,ve,achi_c;ved, and, as I have been very
xecently informed,’are in a'most fousighr
ing condition.. At this very woment,
whilst Tam addressing you—for this i
the day and the hour of their meeting
~=nearly one thousand of 1he meghanios

_of Glasgow are crowding to ‘the ‘fouue
tain of science, to drink fram that pyure

_qpl:iqg'vw‘hich their own wisdom and
_public spirit have apened for themselves,

There may, perhaps, be Spine amongst
the large namber of wechpnics. whym. J
have now the gratification of addressing,
who ay -antertain doubts, whether .the
objects of science may he within their
reach, or,if within their reach, whether
they are available for practical PR
poses.  To. them I .wonlg. say, that,
although the angust .temple of scienee
has *generally. been .represented to. by
situated on a _rogged monptain, accessis
ble only by thorny paths, to the ,privi,
Jeged few, yet it is rea ly to be consie
dered as sityated on a., Widely . extended
plain, approachable with ense, in all posy
sible directinns, and opening inaumggabl’
ST bhrranadt
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for the admisslon of its vetaries.
far from science being inspplicable
the ordinary ﬂu of life, 1
ill assert, with n{ Bacon, owe of
the wiscst of men, that ¢ it comes home
10 men’s business and their bosoms.” T
Pprove to you that the objects of science
are to be found scattered around us, I
need ouly remind you that the illastrious
Galileo’s observing the oscillations of
a lamp suspended from the ceiling,
ooaducted to the discovery of some of
the most important laws of metion; that
sur jmmortal Newton, whilst contem-
piating the descent of an apple from
the tree, hiid a foundation for the dis-
eovery of the law which connects and
regulates the motions of the planetary sys-
tem, and pervades the most distant parts
of the universe ; that Cavallo, by means
vf a soap-bubble, the amusement of
our boyhvod, was enabled to exhibit
the most ‘successful mode of agrial na-
vigation ; and that Franklin, who, for his
henour and your encoaragewent, 1 may

L3}

remark - was himself au operative, by .

wmeans of 1 common paper-kite achieved
eue of the greatest discoveries of the last
centary, and secured for his name a place
“mif-l bards and sages old, immortal
sens of praise,” For instances of the
:Fpliability of science to the purposes
the mechanic, I may refer to the im-
provements of the steam-eagine by the
telebrated Watt, in cousequence of his
scquaintance with the laws of heat; im-
provements which have identified hims
with the splendid achievements of the
miost extraordinary, if not the proaudest
;ﬁqd of British history : I muy refer to
iub; who, by the application of &
tnpuitlo- in hydrostatics, commonly
aown by the name of the hydtostatic
paradex, and often produced % to
awuse the learned, and make the un-
learned stare,” has constructed a ma-
chine,the hydro-mechanical press, which,
for convenience and power, ll:u never yot
been equalled ; n’cﬁomy likewise refer
to the stéam-engine inveated by that
distingnished mechinic, Mr Peikins,
which, although time bas nol yet estab-
lished its merits, exhibits, in & sim
tube, &n ingenious application of & prin-
ciple respecting the tfunsmission of heat
through fAuids, discovered by Count
Ramford, and which -homl o what
mauner ingennity ‘ma; D the re-
finentents of science w’ tltzpl{rpose- of
mechasrics ‘and of civilised life. These
m‘;.":"‘ll:;lmh ‘confirm the de-
elar rol r Dugald Stewart,
%t mbun sheoreticul tﬁ:-lea‘. aad
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practieal akill are happily eombised is-
one person, the intellectual powerof man-
appears in its full perfection.” L
ut I will not detain you longer,.
knowing that there are around me gn«
tlemen, who may address yom with
wuch greater effect, than to add, that
by yoar proceedings this eveping, it will
be decided whether the firm and power-.
ful voice of science shall pervade all the
workshops of the kingdom, or the feeble
and uncertain vote of experience shall in:
them' still continue to prevail; and
whether in the age which is approaching;
some future Grey—if indeed another
poet equally exquisite should Le created
—whilst contemplating the last abodes
of the unhonoured dead, shalt or shall.
not have to say, )
* But knowledge to theireyes her ample page,
Rich with the spoils of time, did ne’er unrol:
Chill penury repressed their noble rage,
And frose the genial current of the soul.® i
Dr. Birkbeck sat down awmidst loud and
continued applause,

Dr. Birkbeck expressed to the mert
ing the regret he feltat the absence d
Mc. Brougham, who was to.have pro-
m«l the first Resolution. One of the

retaries would read to them a lot-
ter which bhad beea received from that
gentleman, inelosing a most substantial
proof of bis goad wishes for the succesy
of the lastitntion, and containing a very
satisfactory apology for his abscnce. -

Mr. RopearsoN then read the follow=
ing lctter from Mr. Brougham :— .

(Corr.)—To D=z. Bizxseck.

« Lincoln's Inn, Nov. 10, 189X
" ¢ My par Frignp ;—Being unfor-

‘tunately preveuted from meeting you to-

morrow evening by the circumstance
which I mentioned at the Committee ol
Saturdny, I take the liberty of inclosing
a trifling contribution, proportioned to -
my means, and not st all to my zeal, for
the important object which we have in
view, ' .

" & ] look upon the successful prosecution
of that object as nearly certain, because
the principle on which we proceed is
undeniably sound,—that the m of the
people should take upon themselves the
care of theirown instruction, after haviag
had the means put within their reach,
whenever they are in want of them: by
the means, I understand the ¢lementary:
‘branches of reading and writing; those
first portions of kuowledge which are
ouly the instruments. whereby the rest
way be acquired: that acquisition can
euly be wade vither cusily or sululy by
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people themselves. The advantages
which taust vesult from the Institution
now about to be forined, are incalculable,
botp to the comfort and character of our
.\Miow-citizens, in the industrious classes
of the community ; and I trust that both
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with approbation the examp* which the
Mechanics of Glasgow have set theic
brethren at large, 1n being the first to
establish, on this principle of self-sup<
port and cxertion, an Institution - for
their own instruction in the arts and

they themselves and their friends, who
are-promoting . this design, will see the
necessity of a general and united exer-
tion to secure its accomplishment. The
plan will prosper in exact proportion to
the interest which the mechanics them-
selves take in its. detnil. It is for their
benefit, and ought 10 be left in their
hands, as scon as possible after it is
begun, ) N

- % As you were the original author of
this admirable scheme above 20 years
[ und then carried it on a large scale
into cxecution, allow me to congratulate
you on the prospect of its adoption in
this great city, where its benefits and iis
example are likely to prove of such in«
estimable value.~—Believe me always
with great respect and attention,

¢ Your’s most sincerely,

' (Signed)  “H. BrovemAM. |
-- [This letter was received with loud
applause]. | - . )

- Mr. Roserrson informed the Meeting,
that the trifling contribution alluded to in
the letter was a draft on' Mr. Bronghan’s
Einker for 20/, [applause]. ~The gen-
deimnn to whom the letter was direct-
ed, the worthy Chairman, had also
requested that his name might be put
down for the same sum [applause].
The CHAIRMAN said, that with a view
to facilitate the business of the Meeting,
the whole series of the Resolutions wouf
now be read, in order thatthey might
judge of their gencral tenor and ten-
dency. They would afterwards be se-
parately proposed by the gentlemen who
were to subwmit them Lo the Meeting.
. The following series of Resolutions
was then read by Mr. Robertson :—
“ 1. That the establishent of insti-
tutious for the instruction of Mechanios,
at a cheap rate, in the principles of the
arts they practisc, as well as in all other
branches of useful knowledge, is a meca-
- sure calculated to improve exteusively

their habits and condition, to advance
the arts and sciences, and to add largely
W the power, resources, and prosperity
of the country, . o
. %2, That snch institutions are likely
to be most stable and useful when en-
Sisely or chiefly supported and managed
by.mechanics themselves. .
- 43, That the Meeting acknowledge

¢4, Thatthere shall he established a
London Mechanics’ Institution. g
%5, That the London Mechanics® In-
stitution shall, in the first instance, com-
prehend all those persons who huve
alrcady given in their names as Members,
as well as all those who may do so, on
or before the 2nd of December, on their
conforming to the laws to be hereafter

dopted for the itution of the In-
stitute ; and that after the said 2nd of

. December persons shall be cdmitted

Members on such conditions and in such
maanner as these laws shall provide.
. ¢ 6. That among the objects which
the London Mechanics® Institution shail
bave especially in view, shall be ehe
establishment, for the benefit of the
members of Iecmmbitc on the different
arts and sciences, a library of reference
and circulation, a reading-room, a
maseum of models, a school of design,
and an experimental work-shop ond
laboratory, provided with all necessary
instruments and apparatus, - - :
. %7. That the annual subscription te
admit A mechanicto all the benefits ofthe
Institution shall not exceed one gninea,
which shall be payable at once, or by
such instalments as the laws shall direct.
8, That the friends of knowledge
and improvement he invited to contri-
bute towards the acoomplishment of all
the aforesaid purposes by donations of
money, books, specimens, and sppa-
ratus. . . .
© “9, That the following persons be
appointed a committee, with power to
add to their numbers, five to-be .a
quornm, to draw up a set of laws for the
constitution and government of the In-
stitution, and that these laws be sub-
mitted to a meeting, to be held on the
2nd day of December, which. meeting
shall consist of all those whose mamncs
tave been previously received, asd
who, upon the adoption.of the proposed
laws, or of such other laws as they miay
approve, shall in themselves constitute
;,:le London Mecbanics® Institution,”

\

~ Mr. Sheriff Lauris rose to propose
the first Resolution. It was- with sque
feeling of embarrassment that he hagd
undertaken to submit this reselation to
the meeting, for he felt thut he was ur.
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able o do.juuti‘ce to the cansé, Tt

dfforded bim, however, the sincerest
pleasure to witncss the mannet in which
the resolutions which had just been
read by the secretary had been received;
It proved the sympiithy of the meeting’
with the feelings of those who had pro-
foted this institution. He lamented
that his most esteemed friend, Mr.
Broughaw, was not there to delight the
meeting by the Eowen of his all-grasp-
ing mind, and that he (Mr. L.) should
have been selected as the substitute of
that extraordinary mdu. There was
onc sentiment, however, in which he
was corfident they all participated, and
that was the desiré of doing every thing
i their power to enliglhten and enlargd
the minds of their fellow-conntrymen
[=pplanse]. If therc was one clasy of
men which deserved to be éulightetred
thore than another, it was that of the
Mecehanics of England [applause]. The
hall dane mote fur their country than «
the pdets ind imaginative writers that
evér lived.  The - latter, indeed, ¢or-
rected the taste, but the former consti-
tuted thé étrength and sinews of the
country [applause). Our commerce
was tlie main support of the country,
and that comméree was inaintained by
the skill of British miechanics. Aftér
the able épeeches which they had just
leard, it would be uninecessary for him,
even if he were competent to the task
fo g over the suttie ground. He ha
hiidself experienced the want of ar in-
stitotion of this kind whien he first came
unfriended to this gréat métropolis [a'[:'-
planse]. He was very young ‘wher he
¢ante to the metropolis, and he had
mixed §n scenck ard socleties which
were calculated rather to injure than
finprove the mind. . Heé had scen ¥ocie-
ties in which pretended friends joined
in the recrestions of recitation and sohg,
He hdad seen card-clubs, ih which an in-
turable sririt of ganing wis acquired
=g spirit which led to ekcesses, to
which-it was unhappily unnecessary for
hin at the present momnent to allude
more particularly; he had, in kis offi¢ial
vapacity, examinet iito the cases of the
prisoners in Newgate, both those who
were tried, dnd those who Wer antried,
#nd he was happy to beé able to state,
that there were very féw méchaitics there
g:pplalue]. In going round the prison
fore the last Ofd Bhiley sessions, he
Bad advised many of the prisoners o
write to their fridiids, but not one i ten
eould wiite-—¢o true it was, that igno-
remoe was thie source of profligacy and

érime. There would be no’ dangér i
the proposed institution from the dis:

eassion of politieal or reliﬁom subjects, .

of which hé had seen the baneful effects
fn debating societies. He was glid
that the me¢hanics were to support ‘this
fnstitntion in their own nanies, for his
would give themn a proper feeling of in+
depenndence. Besides, men weré it
viriabty disposed to set 4 greater value
bh the advantages which- they derived
frott their own exertions and sacrifices,
tht those for which they were wholl§
indebted to thé benevolence of others.
¥he worthy Sheriff concluded by pro-
posing the first resolution. '

* Mr.'B. RoftcH, barfister, seconded
the Resolution. He had taken anm etrl
interest in whatever concernéd the ope-
rative or humblér clusses. He had ob.
ferved the benefits that sich sociéties
had rendeted (¢ them, and he hoped that
the present Institntion would that night
take root in that assembly. It was to be
regretted that few societies lad the pe-
culigr recammendation of that now about
#o be formeéd, Institutions for the pur-
poses of education generally bestowed
that blessing on children, who, after
having led a correct and moral life in
their childhood, found themselves fre-
quently in’ an unprotected state in so-
ciety afterwdrds. The plan of the pre-
sent system would obviate that objec-
tion, He was glad to find all coneur in
the importance of the operative classes
in society, If he were asked what they
are ! he would reply bgeasking_what are
they not? [cheers]. t thewn behold a
line-of-battle suip . moving along the
waters, and must they not acknowledge
the might and benefit they rendered to
society ; so much eo, indeed, that in con-
templating the great navgf victories of
this country, the‘y deserve almost equal
glory, aad the sailors and mechanics may
alike be denominated heroes of Tra-
falgar [cheers]. The medical profes-
sion, to which théir worthy chairman be-
longed, afforded damplé proof of the
utility of thé operative clasies. Inthe
instraments of daily use in the.cure of
the lame, the blind, and the jnfirm, o
dlinost évery complaint, liow mainly sets
viceable was the méchahic! For his own
part, he would go so far as to say, that
after a child was made acquainted with
thé dities it owed to its Creator, it should
be ‘néxt taught sorié mechanical arf, by
whieh §ti after-Nfe it may eaini an inde-
endent subsistence, and be instructed in
tire elemtentdry rales aud liiws of me-

\
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