
 

 

NEW SCHOOLS 
 
ENG 574 /  H IS  591 /  HOS 591 /  HUM 574 .   
D .  Graham Burne t t  
Je f f  Do l ven 
 
  
“New  Schoo l s ”  s u r v e y s  e xpe r imen t s  i n  pa r a -  and  coun t e r - i n s t i t u t i o na l  h i g he r  
educa t i o n  o ve r  t h e  l a s t  cen t u r y ,  f r om  B l ack  Moun t a i n  t o  Ou t e r  Coas t  t o  Deep  
Sp r i ngs .  Why  do  e xpe r imen t a l  s choo l s  a r i s e ,  f l o u r i s h ,  f o s s i l i z e ,  f a i l ?  Wha t  a r e  
t he  ep i s t em i c ,  soc i a l ,  a nd  po l i t i c a l  imp l i c a t i o ns  o f  depa r t u r e s  f r om  pedagog i c a l  
no rms?  How  ha ve  new  k i nds  o f  t e ach i ng  and  l e a r n i ng  d r awn  on  ( a nd  con t r i b u t ed  
t o )  new  unde r s t and i ngs  o f  n a t u r e  and  cu l t u r e?  We  app roach  t hese  i n no va t i v e  
schoo l s  a s  h i s t o r i a n s ,  c r i t i c s ,  t e ache r s ,  and  s t uden t s ;  we  w i l l  s t ud y  t he i r  
r e co rds  and  t e s t  t h e i r  me t hods .  The  sem i na r  r e sponds  bo t h  t o  t he  
con t empo r a r y  c r i s i s  o f  oppo r t un i t y  i n  h i ghe r  educa t i o n  and  t o  t he  pe rpe t ua l  c a l l  
f o r  new  ways  t o  t e ach  and  l e a r n .  

___________  
 
Week 1:  I n t roduc t ion  –   
 

Leanne  Be tasamosake  S impson ,  “ Land  as  Pedagogy :  
N i shnaabeg  i n t e l l i gence  and  r ebe l l i ous  
t r ans fo rma t i on , ”  Deco lon i z a t i on :  I nd i gene i t y ,  
Educa t i on ,  &  Soc i e t y  3 ,  no .  3  (2014 ) :  1 -25 .  

Jona than  Lea r ,  A Case  f o r  I r ony  (Cambr i dge ,  MA:  Ha r va rd  
Un i ve r s i t y  P ress ,  2011 ) ,  pp .  1 -41 .  

 
 

PART I :  Received Wisdom 
 
Week 2:  Sources  and Au tho r i t y  
 

P l a t o :  Meno ;  P ro t ago r a s ,  e xce rp t s  ( 317e -328d ,  on  t e ach i ng  
v i r t u e ) ;  Repub l i c ,  e xce rp t s  f r om  Book  I I - I I I  ( 367d -417b ,  
on  t he  po l i s  and  on  im i t a t i o n  and  a r t s ) ,  I V  ( 419 -445b ,  
on  t he  c i t y  a nd  t he  sou l ) ,  V I - V I I  ( 486d -341b ,on  
soph i s t r y ,  a nd  t he  a l l e go r y  o f  t h e  ca ve ) .  

I s oc r a t e s :  An t i dos i s ,  i n  I s oc r a t e s  I ,  t r .  Da v i d  C .  M i r h ady  and  
Yun  Lee  Too  ( Aus t i n :  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Te xas  P r ess ,  2000 ) ,  
pp .  201 -264 .  

Be r na r d  S t i eg l e r ,  Tak i ng  Ca r e  o f  You t h  and  t he  Gene r a t i o ns  
( S t an f o r d :  S t an f o r d  Un i v e r s i t y  P r e ss ,  2010 ) ,  pp .  1 -93 .  

Judy  Ch i c ago  ( a nd  o t he r s ) ,  “Womanhouse ”  ( t a ke  a  l oo k  a t  t h e  
p r ima r y  sou r ces  l i s t ed  be l ow ;  wa t ch  t he  40 -m i nu t e  
f i lm ) :  h t t p s : / / j ud ych i c ago . a r t ed .psu . edu / abou t / ons i t e -
a r ch i v e / t e ach i ng -p r o j ec t s /womanhouse /  



 

 

 
 
Week 3 :  Na tu re  /  M ind /  Su rv i va l  
 

John  Locke :  Some  Though t s  Conce r n i ng  Educa t i o n ,  §31 -99  
and  §147 -216 ;  Of  t he  Conduc t  o f  t h e  Unde r s t and i ng ,  
§1 -7 .  

Jean - Jacques  Rousseau :  Em i l e ,  t r .  A l l a n  B l oom (New  Yo r k :  
Bas i c  Books ,1979 ) ,  Books  I  a nd  I I  ( pp .  37 -164 )  and  
pa r t  o f  Book  I V  ( pp .  211 -257 ) .  

J u l i e  L .  Da v i s ,  Su r v i v a l  Schoo l s :  The  Ame r i c an  I nd i a n  
Movemen t  and  Commun i t y  Educa t i o n  i n  t h e  Tw i n  C i t i e s  
(M i nneapo l i s :  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  M i nneso t a  P r ess ,  2013 ) ,  
f o cus  on  chap t e r s  1 -4 .  

 
T h i s  week  we  w i l l  h a ve  a  v i s i t  f r om  D r .  Ma t t hew  Spe l l b e r g ,  

dean  o f  “Ou t e r  Coas t , ”  a  pos t - seconda r y  l e a r n i ng  commun i t y  
l o ca t ed  on  L i ng í t  Aan í ,  t h e  ances t r a l  home  o f  t h e  T l i n g i t  

peop l e s  ( i n  S i t k a ,  A l a s ka ) .  
 
 
 
Week 4 :  Democracy  /  P ragmat i sm /  Method  
 

John  Dewey ,  Democ racy  and  Educa t i on  (New Yo r k :  
Macm i l l an ,  1916 ) ,  f am i l i a r i z e  you r se l f  w i t h  t he  
book ,  f ocus i ng  on  a  c l ose r  r ead  o f  chap te r s  6  
( “ Educa t i on  as  Conse r va t i v e  and  P rog ress i ve ” ) ,  7  
( The  Democ ra t i c  Concep t i on  i n  Educa t i on ” ) ,  and  24  
( “Ph i l o sophy  o f  Educa t i on ” ) .   

Dan i e l l e  A l l en ,  Educa t i on  and  Equa l i t y  (Ch i cago ,  
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ch i cago  P ress ,  2016 ) ,  r ead  chap te r s  
1  and  2  ( “ Two  Concep ts  o f  Educa t i on ”  and  
“Pa r t i c i pa to r y  Read i ness ” ) .  

Lau rence  R .  Veysey ,  The  Eme rgence  o f  t he  Ame r i can  
Un i ve r s i t y  (Ch i cago :  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ch i cago  P ress ,  
1965 ) .  Th i s  i s  a  c l ass i c  t e x t .  Read  a l l  ( e f f i c i en t l y ) .  

Hen r y  Cow les ,  The  Sc i en t i f i c  Me thod :  An  Evo l u t i on  o f  
Th i nk i ng  f r om Da rw i n  t o  Dewey  (Cambr i dge ,  MA:  
Ha r va rd  Un i ve r s i t y  P ress ,  2020 ) ,  chap te r  7  
“ Labo ra to r y  Schoo l . ”   

“ The  Oak l and  Commun i t y  Lea rn i ng  Cen te r  ( 1977 ) , ”  
ep i sode  o f  t he  PBS/WGBH you th  show Rebop :  
h t t ps : / /www.you tube .com/wa tch?v=9dYs jDqUd r0& t
=82s  

 
 
 



 

 

 
Week 5 :  Igno rance /  Equa l i t y  /  Emanc ipa t ion   
 

Jacques  Ranc i è r e ,  The  I gno ran t  Schoo lmas te r  (S t an fo rd :  
S tan fo rd  Un i ve r s i t y  P ress ,  1991 ) .  

Pau l o  F re i r e ,  Pedagogy  o f  t he  Opp ressed  (New Yo r k :  
B l oomsbu r y ,  2018  [1970 ] ) .  

John  Ca rson ,  The  Measu re  o f  Me r i t :  Ta l en t s ,  I n t e l l i gence ,  
and  I nequa l i t y  i n  t he  F rench  and  Ame r i can  
Repub l i c s ,  1750-1940 ,  r ead  PART  I I I ,  “Me r i t ,  
Ma t t e r ,  and  M ind . ”  

Jam ie  Cohen-Co l e ,  The  Open  M ind :  Co ld  Wa r  Po l i t i c s  
and  t he  Sc i ences  o f  Human  Na tu re  (Ch i cago :  
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ch i cago  P ress ,  2014 ) ,  r ead  chap te r s  
1 -4  ( “Democ ra t i c  M inds  f o r  a  Comp lex  Soc i e t y , ”  
“ The  C rea t i v e  Ame r i can , ”  “ I n t e rd i sc i p l i n a r i t y  as  a  
V i r t ue , ”  and  “ The  Academy  as  a  Mode l  o f  
Ame r i ca ” ) .  

C .L  Ba rbe r  e t  a l . ,  The  New Co l l ege  P l an :  A  P roposa l  f o r  a  
Ma jo r  Depa r t u r e  i n  H i ghe r  Educa t i on  ( Amhe rs t ,  MA:  
NP ,  1958 ) ,  s k im ,  w i t h  a  f ocus  on  t he  f i r s t  dozen  
pages :  
h t t ps : / / s i t es .hampsh i r e .edu /c t l / f i l e s /2014/07/New
Co l l . pd f  

 
 
Week 6:  Res is tance /  T ransgress ion  /  S i tua t ion  
 

be l l  hooks ,  Teach i ng  t o  T r ansg ress :  Educa t i on  as  t he  
P rac t i ce  o f  F r eedom  (New Yo r k :  Rou t l edge ,  1994 ) .     

S te f ano  Ha rney  and  F red  Mo ten ,  The  Unde rcommons :  
Fug i t i v e  P l ann i ng  and  B l ack  S tudy  (B rook l yn ,  NY :  
2013 ) ,  pp .  1 -99 .  

Howa rd  S i nge rman ,  A r t  Sub j ec t s :  Mak i ng  A r t i s t s  i n  t he  
Ame r i can  Un i ve r s i t y  (Be r ke l e y :  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  
Ca l i f o r n i a  P ress ,  1999 ) .  

Thomas  H i r schho rn ,  G ramsc i  Monumen t  (New Yo r k :  D i a  
Founda t i on ,  2015 ) ,  pe ruse  t he  f u l l  vo l ume ,  bu t  
r ead  t he  sec t i on  en t i t l ed  “ F i e l dwo rk , ”  pp .  35 -90 .  

 
 
 

m i d t e r m  b r e a k  
 
 

( P A R T  I I :  “ C a s e s ”  w i l l  s t a r t  w i t h  t w o  w e e k s  o n  B l a c k  
M o u n t a i n ,  w i t h  s t u d e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  f o l l o w )  


