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PREFACE

THE history of Princeton from the founding in 1746
to the inauguration of Dr. John Maclean as president
has been related by Dr. Maclean in his ¢‘ History of the
College of New Jersey >’ (2 vols., Philadelphia, 1877),
a narrative based almost exclusively on the minutes of
the board of trustees. For the sesquicentennial celebra-
tion of the founding, Dr. John DeWitt, of Princeton
Theological Seminary, prepared an extended survey in
three parts—'‘ The Planting of Princeton College,”’
‘¢ Princeton College Administrations in the Eighteenth
Century,’’ and *‘ Princeton College Administrations in
the Nineteenth Century ’’—which was published first in
the Presbyterian and Reformed Review for April, July,
and October, 1897, and reprinted in the ‘‘ Memorial
Book of the Sesquicentennial Celebration.”” Dr. Ashbel
Green’s hundred-page ‘¢ Historical Sketch of the Origin
of the College of New Jersey [with] an Account of the
Administrations of its first five Presidents,’’ published as
a note in his ‘‘ Discourses >’ (Philadelphia, 1822), closes
with the inauguration of President Witherspoon in
1768. Briefer sketches are W. A. Dod’s ‘‘ History of
the College of New Jersey >’ (Princeton, 1844), a pamph-
lét of fifty pages covering the period from 1746 to 1783,
- and Robert Edgar’s ‘‘ Historical Sketch of the College
of New Jersey ’--(Philadelphia, 1859), a pamphlet of
sixty-six pages, covering the period from 1746 to 1855.

In the present history, the point of view adopted will
be found to be somewhat different from that of its

v
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predecessors. While of course the aims and the evolu-
tion of the College have been considered afresh, at the
same time a special effort has been made to appreciate
the characteristics of the life and atmosphere of the
place and the variety and color in its history. To the
latter end not only has free use been made of the
archives and early official documents of the University,
many of them for the first time, but the Princeton
manuscripts in the University library, such as the Pyne-
Henry papers and the large collection of Princetoniana
gathered by Colonel William Libbey and now forming a
part of the Princeton Collection in the library, have
been extensively used. Besides the unpublished remi-
niscences and diaries in the Princeton Collection, such
as the Strawbridge, Shippen, Duffield, Talmage, and
Buhler documents and the Scharff-Henry manuseript
account of ‘“ College as It is,”’ the anonymous eight-
eenth-century student diary preserved among the manu-
scripts of the Library of Congress has been of particular
value. A similar body of material, for the loan of which
acknowledgments are due to Miss Garnett, of Hoboken,
New Jersey, is a file of the college letters of James M.
Garnett, an early nineteenth-century undergraduate, of
which fuller use would have been made had the docu-
ments come to light before the body of the book was
completed. Printed sources are indicated in the foot-
notes.

The writer is under deep obligations to Dr. DeWitt
for repeated and invaluable consultations especially on
the earlier portions of the volume which have profited
greatly by his criticism and knowledge, and to the Hon.
Bayard Henry, of Philadelphia, for the benefit of his long
and close study of the relation of the Log College to the
College of New Jersey. The statement of the exact con-
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nection between the two institutions, as will be seen, re-
mains, in the opinion of the writer at least, still somewhat
short of conclusiveness. Thanks are also due to Dean An-
drew F. West for helpful criticism of the chapter on the
history of the curriculum with which he is so familiar;
to Mr. Ralph Adams Cram, of the firm of Cram and
Ferguson, for kindly providing several photographs of
the Graduate College for reproduction; and finally to
the editor of this series of college histories, Professor
George Philip Krapp, of Columbia University, for his
unfailing patience and numerous useful suggestions.

It is hoped that this book may not only serve to give
a clearer impression of Princeton to readers whom no tie
binds to the University, but that in its pages Prince-
tonians themselves, who have lived their little while
here, may find a portrayal, which shall not seem to them
too inadequate, of their alma mater’s history, her moods,
and her endeavors.

V.L. C.
PEINCEION, April, 1914.
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I

THE FOUNDING OF THE COLLEGE OF
NEW JERSEY

The Call for Higher Education in the Middle Colonies. The
Log College. The Great Schism. Governor Hamilton and the
Charter of 1746. The College of New Jersey and President
Dickinson. Governor Belcher and the Charter of 1748.

Tar history of Princeton University falls naturally
into four periods, each possessing distinctive char-
acteristics.

The Colonial Period, from 1746 to 1768, covers the
founding of the College of New Jersey (the official title
of Princeton University until 1896), the ten years of
temporary location at Elizabeth and Newark, and the
establishment in a permanent home at Princeton. It
includes the administrations of Presidents Dickinson,
Burr, Edwards, Davies, and Finley—a period of feeble
beginnings, but clearly defined hopes and purposes.

The next period, from 1768 to 1794, which for con-
venience may be called the Revolutionary Period, is
spanned by one administration, that of President With-
erspoon, beginning with a term of vigorous growth and
marked prosperity which was suddenly brought to a
close and nullified by the War of the Revolution, and
was followed by a decade of desperate effort at re-
habilitation. During this period the College, in spite
of material ill-fortune, acquired national reputation
through the superb vigor of its president and the eager-
ness with which its graduates came to the front in
manifold opportunities for public leadership.
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Reaction ensued and the College slowly sank back
from its position of prominence, reaching the verge
of dissolution, a fate from which it was saved only
by the devotion of one man. This was John Maclean.
He so nursed the flickering vitality of the institution
that when at length he became president the College
was once more in a position of respectability, and at
the outbreak of the Civil War in better condition than
ever before. This stretch of seventy-odd years, which
may be roughly called the ante-bellum period, com-
prises the administrations of Presidents Smith, Green,
Carnahan, and Maclean.

The new era that dawned with the close of the Civil
‘War brought to the College a new president and new
forces; and under Dr. MeCosh’s far-sighted direction
was passed the Transition Period, lasting twenty years,
1868-1888, during which Princeton was transformed
from a small and average college into a potential
university.

The administration of President MeCosh opened the
way to the Modern Period, from 1888 to the present
time, when the College of New Jersey became Princeton
University, and under the administrations of Presidents
Patton and Wilson began to assume an individual posi-
tion among American institutions of learning.

The founding of the College of New Jersey was coin-
cident with a bitter dissension in the American Presby-
terian Chureh, a dissension of which the College was in
some part a result, and which noticeably shaped from
the very beginning the course of the history that the
following pages are to tell.

In the language of the earliest official account of the
College, published with the imprimatur of the board of
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trustees in 1752, six years after the founding, it owed
its existence to the zeal of ‘¢ several Gentlemen residing
in and near the Province of New Jersey who were well-
‘Wishers to the Felicity of their Country, & real Friends
of Religion and Learning, and who had observed the
vast Increase of these (the Middle) Colonies, with the
Rudeness, and Ignorance of their inhabitants for want
of the necessary Means of Improvement. . . .”’*
‘Whether or not the conditions in the colonies south
of New England were as benighted as this view implies
is not of immediate concern. It need be remembered
only that the College of New Jersey owed its inception
to a little group of Presbyterian ministers and laymen
belonging to the Synod of New York, who had long felt
not only the opportunity but the actual necessity of
maintaining an institution of higher learning in the
Middle Colonies, within reasonable reach of their peo-
ple, and especially upholding satisfactory standards.
From one point of view, but from one only, it was
a plain case of clerical supply and demand. Popu-
lation was increasing rapidly; the colonial provision of
spiritual oversight was unable to meet current needs;
Harvard and Yale were uncomfortably far away, even
had reports of their philosophical tendencies at the time
been entirely satisfactory to exacting Calvinistic minds
dwelling within New York and Philadelphia spheres of
religious influence. William and Mary in Virginia
was in both respects out of the question, and there were
no other colleges in North America. Obviously, there-
fore, the training of the new generation of ministers
rested either with European universities or with the

1 ¢ General Account of the Rise and State of the College lately
?h]l‘)’lisll;esdz in the Province of New Jersey in America.” New
or] A

—— e

IS
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American church itself. But Europe was absolutely be-
yond the means of the vast majority of pious parents,
who though pious were usually poor; and the conclusion
was inevitable that an additional institution of higher
learning, where candidates for the ministry might find
adequate training, must be erected in the Middle Colonies.
" But clerical supply and demand was not the only
point of view. There remained the larger question of
general higher education. A few thoughtful leaders
of social life, principally clergymen, confessed to the
conviction, perhaps more often felt than openly ex-
pressed, that the support of a college within their
borders was not only possible because of the demand
for an educated ministry, but that from a broader aspect
it was a patriotic necessity. The inrush of settlers and
the consequent heterogeneity of society in the Middle .
Colonies, together with the total lack of convenient

provision for their educational improvement, seemed to
demand some unifying intellectual center, just as the

. Presbyterian Church, in that part of the country at

A LA D N o

least, was supplying a unifying religious center. It was
one expression of their growing Americanism, a sense
of their growing strength, a prevision of their coming
nationalism ; and these men saw in higher education the
hope of the new social umification. The college they
had indefinitely in mind was not to be a college merely
for a single locality or a single province, but was to
be planned for the newer sections of the country as
well as for the old. Moreover, it was to be a fountain
of strength to prepare their sons for a common exist-
ence and a common struggle; education meant to them
not scholarship but preparation for facing successfully
the colonial life that was each year growing more and
more abundant and full of possibility.
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While these ideas were loosely drifting in the air,
efforts had not been wanting to supply ministerial can-
didates with the means of higher education. Clergymen
here and there, graduates of British universities or of
Harvard or Yale, with strength enough to take on addi-
tional labor beside their unceasing pastoral cares, were
already privately instructing likely young men in the
classics and in divinity, and some of these private efforts
were crystallizing into schools soon to acquire some repu-
tation. For instance, a Yale graduate, the Reverend
Jonathan Dickinson, pastor of the church at Elizabeth
Town in New Jersey, was already conducting classes, or
directing the private reading of a few students looking
forward to the ministry; and later, his colleague at
Newark, New Jersey, the Reverend Aaron Burr, also
a Yale man and bringing to his first charge all the
buoyancy of youth and the enthusiasm of earnest con-
victions, was to hold similar guidance over a handful
of his young parishioners. More famous schools were
soon to grow up under the Reverend Samuel Blair at
Faggs Manor, Pennsylvania, and the Reverend Samuel
Finley at Nottingham in Maryland. The history of
these schools is fragmentary and elusive; but it seems
certain that they were antedated in establishment and
eclipsed in reputation by a remarkable institution, or--
ganized at the Forks of the Neshaminy in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, by the Reverend William Tennent, to
which, on its removal to land given him on the York °
road near Hartsville in the same county, the name :

‘“ Log College ’ was scoffingly given.! :
‘While others had talked and dreamed, Mr. Tennent

! For its history see Archibald Alexander, * Biographical
Sketches of the Founder and Principal Alumni of the Log Col-
lege,” Princeton, 1845; 2d ed., Philadelphia, 1851.
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had gone ahead and in a small but vigorous way had
endeavored to meet the demand of the times. Formerly
a priest of the Established Church of Ireland, he had
renounced its claims and with his four sons had emi-

grated to America, ‘where in 1718 he was admitted as.

a Presbyterian to the Synod of Philadelphia, at that
time the only synod in America. Of his piety, his zeal,
his classical education, there never was any doubt. Set-
tled as pastor at Neshaminy about 1727, he had com-
menced his school as a purely private affair, his own
sons being probably his first pupils. The log cabin,
which was in a few years to give a contemptuous name
to the institution, was erected as his numbers increased.
Having no charter, he conferred no degrees; but he
succeeded in supplying to candidates for the ministry
some measure of the liberal education which he himself
had so eagerly absorbed at the University of Edinburgh,
and with this education he also imparted to his students
much of his own earnestness and religious enthusiasm.
It is conceded that the early American Presbyterian
Church owes an enormous debt to Mr, Tennent not only
for the men to whom he gave their only theological
training, but for the fact that ‘‘ he convinced the Pres-
byterians of the Middle Colonies that they need not and
ought not wait upon Great Britain and New England
for an educated ministry.”’ *

But the more far-sighted spirits of the Synod of
Philadelphia, though indorsing the work of the Log
College, nevertheless plainly recognized its inadequgcies.

‘At best it was a makeshift ; it had no academic standing}; -

no permanent organization; it was a one-man affair;
it was not a genuine college. And more with a view

1 John DeWitt, “ Planting of Princeton College,” Presd. and
Ref. Rev., April, 1897, p. 183.

AS
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to preserve educational standards—a task which the
upspringing of similar unchartered and irresponsible
institutions would make increasingly difficult,—than
with any intention to belittle Mr. Tennent’s labors, the
Synod in 1738 laid down a notable landmark in the
history of American education by passing a rule that
hereafter no candidate for orders who did not hold a
degree from Harvard, or Yale, or a European uni-
versity, should be licensed by a presbytery, until his
educational fitness had been passed on by a committee
of the Synod.

The Log College representatives in the Synod pro-
tested; they considered the measure a blow directly
aimed at their institution; and they were not mistaken
in believing that it would injure their work. Loyalty to
the record of their own school made it well-nigh im-
possible for them to acquiesce in a move which under
other circumstances they would have supported. For,
the Synod’s rule of 1738 was admittedly a first step
toward raising educational standards, a step forced upon
the Synod by a group of thoughtful leaders who cher-
ished a wider purpose for American education than only
the training of ministers, and toward this wider view
the Log College men would have been in general sym-
pathetic, provided it did not mean the sudden sacrifice
of their own established enterprise.

The next step was not long in being reached, and in
1739 a cautious overture was brought in and unani-
mously approved by the Synod for founding a ¢ school
or seminary of learning >’ wherein candidates for the
colonial ministry might be adequately trained for the
ever-widening field that lay before the American church.
A committee of the Synod was appointed to accomplish
the plan and it was decided that two of the four men
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named should go to Europe and solicit aid for the proj-
ect. On this committee were two of the promoters of
the scheme, the Reverend Ebenezer Pemberton of New
York City and the Reverend Jonathan Dickinson of
Elizabeth Town. An enthusiastic supporter was found
in the Reverend Aaron Burr of Newark. There is little
doubt that these men had in mind even then a larger
view of the proposal than appeared in its terms: namely,
not merely the ministerial supply of the colonies, but
the establishment of a college ultimately to rank with
any in America or Great Britain® How they would
have gone about the difficult task of developing their
dream from the synodical institution deseribed in the
overture, would be a pleasant speculation. But war
broke out between England and Spain; and in this
juncture the trip to Europe was more than ever dan-
gerous and seemed utterly hopeless of success. The
whole plan was therefore laid over, and before anything
further was done about it the Synod was torn asunder
by the dissension which effectually prevented further
concerted action.

There had been growing up in the Synod of Phila-
delphia two well-defined parties. One, the ‘‘ New Side,’’
while believing in proper educational requirements, nev-
ertheless laid more weight than their opponents on the
conscious religious experience of ministerial candidates
and on what might be called the emotional style of

! This view was first clearly brought out by Dr. DeWitt in his
« Plantin; of Princeton College.” It is implied in the “ General
Account ” of 1752, and in subsequent official statements. Even
President Ashbel Green, under whose administrative influence the
broader purpose of the College shrank into the narrower, is em-
gl:tic in his “ Notes” that the College was not founded to be an

titution of which the chief object was to “ form youth for the
gospel ministry.” Cf. his “ Discourses . . . with Notes and Illus-
trations including an Historical Sketch of the College,” Phila-
delphia, 1822, p. 292.
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preaching. It was this section of the church which later
welcomed to its arms the fiery Whitefield. Its leaders
were to be found in the group who backed the Log Col-
lege, and whose loudest exponent was Mr. Tennent’s hot-
headed son Gilbert. Its members belonged, for the most
part, to the Presbytery of New Brunswick, embracing
the churches between East Jersey and Philadelphia, and
the Presbytery of New Castle, embracing the churches in
southern Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland.

Opposed to them in ecclesiastical ideals and pastoral
methods rather than in true religious spirit and in the
demand for higher standards of educational fitness for
the ministry, was the ‘‘ Old Side ’’ party, comprising
the majority of the Synod and having its stronghold
in the Presbytery of Philadelphia. These men clung
to the indefinable dignity of the church and did not look
with favor upon the more emotional forms of preaching
and of religious experience.

Between the two stood the Presbytery of New York,
containing men of rather finer and more delicate ap-
preciations perhaps than either of the other parties,
men like Dickinson, Pemberton, Pierson, and Burr, the
leaders of the movement looking toward the founding
of a high-class college.

The Synod’s rule of 1738 brought the inevitable clash
in 1739, when it was discovered that the Presbytery of
New Brunswick, in total disregard of the rule, had, dur-
ing the last year, licensed John Rowland, a Log College
graduate. The Synod promptly ordered him to submit
to examination before their body and characterized the
conduct of the Presbytery in licensing him as ‘‘ very
disorderly,’” and admonished it not to repeat such
‘¢ divisive courses.’”’ This action did not tend to soothe
the New Brunswick men, and least of all did it quiet the
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turbulent soul of Gilbert Tennent. To add fuel to the
smoldering fire, in November of that year (1739) the
Reverend George Whitefield began his remarkable re-
vivalistic tours through the colonies. The Tennent party
promptly adopted him as one of their own, and it is
in his diary, as all the world knows, that the best con-
temporary account of the Log College is found. . '

With this tremendous and inspired accession to their
forces the members of the Presbytery of New Brunswick
persisted to such a degree in the objectionable features
of their methods and in their protest against the Synod’s
examining rule that this body felt called upon to re-
monstrate. Remonstrance, however, had no effect, and
at last in 1741 at the annual meeting of the Synod it
was somewhat summarily resolved that the recalcitrant
presbytery had forfeited its right to sit in the Synod;
and being thus practically read out of that body, its
members indignantly withdrew from the meeting.

The New York Presbytery for some unknown reason
had been absent, but its members at once endeavored
to adjust the quarrel. Failing after repeated effort,
and feeling that the Synod of Philadelphia had not
acted fairly toward the New Brunswick group, in 1745
it also withdrew as a protest, and in the autumn of
that year at Elizabeth Town formed with the Pres-
bytery of New Brunswick and the Presbytery of New
Castle the Synod of New York.

During this regrettable squabble, whose result is
known in the annals of American Presbyterianism as
. the Great Schism, those members of the Presbytery of
New York who had headed the educational project of
1739 had not lost sight of their scheme. But the situa-
tion had changed. They could no longer look for help
from their former colleagues in the Synod of Phila-
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delphia. That they sought any from the Log College
men is not definitely known, although it will be seen
that there is strong circumstantial evidence of such
action. In any case, it is clear from the terms of the
charter which they subsequently drafted that the col-
lege they were at this time hoping to erect was to be
free of ecclesiastical control and placed on a totally
undenominational basis. In other words, it was to be
a national college. Late in 1745 or early in 1746 they
boldly applied to Governor Morris of New Jersey for
a charter. A zealous Anglican and a strict observer
of the precedents and commissions of his office, the
governor refused to give these Presbyterians their de-
sire, and it seemed as if the plan were blocked at its
opening stage. But the governor died in May, 1746,
and was succeeded in the temporary administration of
the province by the president of the provincial council,
John Hamilton. Aecting Governor Hamilton was also
an Anglican and a loyal servant of the Crown; and he
was quite as familiar with gubernatorial prerogatives as
Governor Morris. But his ripe age and long experience
had mellowed his attitude toward men of other churches
than his own, and regardless of the ecclesiastical in-
terests that might be concerned he was heartily in
sympathy with the general cause of religion and of
higher education. When the petitioners repeated their
effort and laid before him a draft of the charter for a
college in New Jersey, although he had no precedents save
negative ones to guide him, and although he had sought
neither the fiat of the provincial legislature nor the spe-
cial permission of the home government, he placed the
matter before his council and, gaining the latter’s as-
sent, granted his petitioners’ request. On October 22,
1746, the first charter of the ‘‘ College of New Jersey ’’
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passed the seal of the Province. As Dr. DeWitt has
said:

‘“ The name of John Hamilton should be given a
conspicuous place in any list of the.founders of Prince-
ton University. He granted the first charter ; he granted
it against the precedent made by the governor whom
he succeeded in the executive chair; and he granted it
with alacrity, certainly without vexatious delay. What
is more remarkable, at a time when Episcopalian gov-
ernors were ill-disposed to grant to Presbyterians ecclesi-
astical or educational franchises, he—an Episcopalian—
gave this charter to a board of trust composed wholly
of members of the Presbyterian Church. Though the
son of a governor, and acting as a royal governor, he
made no demand that the government be given a sub-
stantive part in its administration; and, though grant-
ing the franchise as governor of a single province,
he gave it to a board of trustees in which four prov-
inces were represented. For the times in which he lived,
his conduet evinces exceptional large-mindedness.’’?

The grant of this charter is recorded in Book C of
the Commissions and Charters now preserved in the
office of the Secretary of the State of New Jersey, but
an official copy was never placed in the files of the
province, nor has any complete version of its text sur-
vived. The probable explanation of the failure to record
the instrument is easy to suggest. The charter was un-
precedented and objection to it was immediately raised
in Anglican circles; undoubtedly for this reason there
was hesitancy to publish its full terms and so ease the
way to further Anglican attack, and before a final de-
cision to this question was reached Governor Hamilton
died (June, 1747). Then it turned out that Governor
Morris’s formal successor, Jonathan Belcher, had al-

* “ Planting of Princeton College,”” Presb. & Ref. Rev., April,
1807, p. 189.
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ready been appointed (July, 1746) when Hamilton
granted the charter. Mr. Belcher had not been able im-
mediately to qualify as governor because of inability to
scrape together enough funds to pay his fees in London
and buy a passage to America; but the fact of his ap-
pointment prior to the granting of the charter might in
certain quarters have cast further doubt on the propriety,
not to say the legality, of the Hamilton grant. When
Governor Belcher arrived in August, 1747, and showed
that he not only favored the project of a college but was
eager to give the incorporators a better charter than
Hamilton’s, it was thought no longer necessary to record
the earlier instrument, and the formality was never car-
ried out.!

Although no complete text of the charter of 1746 is
known, nevertheless there are in contemporary news-
papers at least two separate and important announce-
ments concerning the grant. One, published in the New
York Gazette for February 2, 1747, was a statement that
a charter ‘‘ with full and ample privileges >’ for found-
ing a college had been granted on October 22, 1746, to
the Reverends Jonathan Dickinson, John Pierson,
Ebenezer Pemberton, and Aaron Burr, ¢ and some other
Gentlemen, as Trustees of the said College.”’ The state-
ment further gave notice that the college was to be opened
in May, 1747. The other document, published simul-
taneously in the Pennsylvania Gazette and in the Penn-
sylvania Journal for August 13, 1747, and repeated in
the Gazette for August 17 and September 10, and in the
Journal for August 27, 1747, was an official and extended
summary of the charter’s provisions, together with a list
of twelve trustees, the name of the president, and an an-

1 Incidentally, Belcher’s charter was not recorded until two
years after it had passed the provincial seal.
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nouncement that the college was actually open. The
document bears internal evidence that the writer either
had a copy of the charter before him or was thoroughly
acquainted with its language.

‘According to this summary, the charter named seven
trustees,—three laymen, William Smith, William Pear-
tree Smith, and Peter Van Brugh Livingston, and four
ministers, Jonathan Dickinson, John Pierson, Ebenezer
Pemberton, and Aaron Burr, ‘‘ with full powers to any
four or more of them, to chuse five more trustees, to the
exercise of equal power and authority in the said college
with themselves.”” If these words imply, as they seem
to do, that the original seven trustees were given power,
but were not required, to elect associates, the charter was
by reason of this permissive clause only the more unusual.
If, on the other hand, it is to be presumed that twelve
was the intended number of trustees, the delegation of
power to a part of the twelve to name the rest was
further evidence of the generous catholicity of Governor
Hamilton’s attitude.

‘With the names of Dickinson, Burr, and Pemberton we
are already familiar. John Pierson was pastor of the
church at Woodbridge, New Jersey; William Smith was
a New Yorker and one of the most distinguished lawyers
of the time; William Peartree Smith, then of New York
and later of Elizabeth Town, was a man of leisure and
wealth and given to good works; Livingston was a New °
York merchant and likewise well known as a man of pub-
lic spirit. All of the seven except Pemberton were Yale
graduates. Pemberton was educated at Harvard.

‘We may presume that these seven gentlemen chose
their fellow-trustees before they proceeded to elect a
president. Between February 2, 1747, then, the date
of the New York Gagzette’s notice of the charter, and
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April 20, 1747, when the same paper announced Mr.
Dickinson’s appointment to the presidency, they selected
as their colleagues the Reverends Gilbert Tennent, Will-
iam Tennent, Samuel Blair, Samuel Finley, and Richard
Treat. The written but undated consent to these elec-
tions signed by the four New York trustees, being a
majority of the original seven, is preserved in the library
of Princeton University.

The significant fact about the five new men is that with
but one exception—the Yale graduate, Richard Treat,—
they were all educated at the Log College and with Treat,
who lived at Abington not far from the Log College and
was in close touch with it, were all earnest supporters
of that institution. The presence of the charter’s per-
missive clause as to the enlargement of the board could
scarcely have been accidental; and, when the circum-
stances are considered, its insertion in the charter and
the promptness with which the incorporators elected the
Log College group at least suggest, if not plainly indicate,
the existence of some sort of understanding or pre-
arrangement. In brief the circumstances were these.
Gilbert Tennent and his friends had been frankly op-
posed to any educational plan which would militate
against the Log College; but by the end of 1745 or the
beginning of 1746 the Log College was undoubtedly ap-
proaching dissolution. Mr. Tennent, senior, had resigned
his pastorate in 1743 on account of advancing age, and
it is likely that his school was already suffering from the
effect of his growing feebleness. At any rate, on his death
early in May, 1746, it ceased to exist. The approach
of this event and the long-standing interest of Dickin-
son and his friends in the creation of a genuine col-
lege, render it very probable that the founding of a new
and better organized institution had already been dis-
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cussed with the Tennents, and an agreement reached look-
ing toward an eventual union of forces in support of the
proposed new enterprise. Provision for this union would
appear to have been made in the permissive clause of the
charter. If this agreement existed the Log College men
might properly have been named with the original in-
corporators. Their absence from the list is to be ex-
plained on the hypothesis that, owing to the antagonism
prevailing toward them in certain quarters, it was more
prudent to omit their names than to jeopardize the suc-
cess of the whole scheme by announcing their support
of the proposed college before its charter was even as-
sured. Documentary evidence of an agreement such as
the one suggested has not as yet been discovered, but
should it ever come to light the existence of a far more
intimate relationship between the Log College and the
College of New Jersey than that which can at present
be proved would at once become an established fact.

After their election to the board there were no more
earnest workers for the College of New Jersey than the
Log College men and their pupils. They turned all their
influence in favor of their latest allegiance. And with
their influence went that of the Reverend George White-
field. His letters to prominent and wealthy persons in
England, his efforts to secure an honorary degree for
President Burr from a British university, his enlistment
of the interest of the Countess of Huntington, and his
assistance to Davies and Tennent when they made their
memorable trip to England a few years later, are evi-
dence of the great evangelist’s activities on behalf of the
new college.!

Between February and April, 1747, the first meeting

1 Cf. V. L. Collins, “ George Whitefield and the College of New
Jersey,” in Princeton University Bulletin, Vol. IX, p. 23.
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of the trustees under the charter was held, and on April
20, in the New York Gazette, as already stated, appeared
a notice that the Reverend Jonathan Dickinson had been
elected to the presidency of the college and that the latter
would be opened in the fourth week of May at Elizabeth
Town. But no summary of the charter’s provisions has
been found of earlier date than that printed in the Penn-
sylvania Qazette for August 13, 1747. The charter per-
mitted a board of trustees of twelve, seven of whom were
named in the instrument and five more might be elected
by the original seven, or any four of them. The trustees
were a self-perpetuating body with authority to receive
bequests, donations, etc., to erect buildings, appoint a
faculty and other officers ‘‘ as are usual in any of the
universities or colleges in the realm of Great Britain ’;
to make such laws and ordinances for the government of
the College as were not repugnant to the laws of the
realm and of the province ‘‘ provided that no person be
debarred any of the privileges of the said college on ac-
count of any speculative principles of religion; but those
of every religious profession having equal privileges and
advantages of education in the said college ’’; and finally
the corporation was empowered to confer any degree con-
ferred in British universities. It was announced that
the Reverend Jonathan Dickinson, of Elizabeth Town,
had been elected president, and Mr. Caleb Smith tutor,
that the college was actually open, and that it would re-
main at Elizabeth Town until a building could be erected
in a more central place in the province.

The election of Mr. Dickinson to the presidency had
been a foregone conclusion. He was one of the leaders
of the original movement looking toward the establish-
ment of a college in the middle provinces; he had kept
the idea alive during the long wait, and he was the lead-
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ing spirit to seize the chance when it came.. The great-
grandson of an Oxford graduate he was born in Massa-
chusetts and had been graduated from Yale in 1706,
under Yale’s first president. Two years later he had
come to Elizabeth Town and had been ordained pastor
of the church there in 1709, in his twenty-first year.
He had grown to be the leading member of the Presbytery
of New York and one of the best known preachers in the
American Presbyterian Church. Besides this, he was
more than an average lawyer, and he also practiced
medicine. At the time of his election as president of the
new college he had but lately published his celebrated
and oft reprinted ‘¢ Familiar Letters,”” a work on the
evidences of Christianity which clinched for him the
reputation of being not only the ablest defender in
America of Presbyterian doctrine and constitution, but
one of the foremost English speaking theologians of the
eighteenth century. Mr. Caleb Smith, the newly elected
tutor, was another Yale man and at the time was study-
ing with Mr. Dickinson in the private divinity school the
latter was conducting.

Acting Governor Hamilton’s grant had inevitably laid
itself open to criticism. It is said that zealous adherents
of the Established Church decided to attack it in
Chancery. Be that as it may, they lost no time in ae-
quainting the Bishop of London, under whose jurisdie-
tion the Province of New Jersey lay, with Hamilton’s
unprecedented action. It was claimed that the petition
for the charter was put in so suddenly and privately that
the clergy of the Established Church had had no oppor-
tunity to enter a caveat against it; in any case it was
hoped that if it proved to be inconsistent with the
Constitution steps might be taken by the bishop to quash
the charter. But it does not appear that the bishop ever



VALIDITY OF CHARTER 19

proceeded in the matter, and the Hamilton charter was
never formally attacked. Several years later its validity
was assailed in the New York Mercury (July, 1755), and
it was claimed that Hamilton in 1746 had been incom-
petent through old age, that he had been so blind as to
be unable to read, and so weak that he could scarcely
sign his name. The neat rejoinder was made that the
validity of other grants and instruments of his at this
period was never questioned, and the invidious distine-
tion thus revealed laid bare the animus of the attack.
Although the first charter was never recorded there seems
to have been no question among the friends of the Col-
lege as to its validity. All of Governor Belcher's letters
in regard to the College accept the legality of the Ham-
ilton charter; in fact, the governor declared that if the
trustees preferred to go on under the old grant he would
be satisfied. He accepts without question the legal ex-
istence of the College under the first charter. After he
granted a new instrument the first charter was dropped
from existence by tacit consent, and a new life was begun.

Governor Hamilton could scarcely have doubted that
the design of his petitioners was not limited to the edu-
cation of a ministry. Governor Belcher clearly took the
same larger view, and in the official statements of the
trustees this view was obtained. In the ‘¢ General Ac-
count ’’ of 1752 prepared for the Tennent-Davies cam-
paign abroad, the ministerial object is given secondary
place. The statement reads:

‘¢ It will suffice to say that the two principal Objects
the Trustees had in View, were Science and Religion.
Their first Concern was to cultivate the Minds of the
Pupils, in all those Branches of Erudition, which are
generally taught in the Universities abroad; and to per-
fect. their Design, their next Care was to rectify the
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Heart, by inculcating the great Precepts of Christianity,
in order to make them good Men.”’

Here is a clear statement of the prime object of the
College. The ‘‘ first concern’’ of the trustees was
to make it ultimately the equal of universities
abroad, and *‘ their next care ’’ was to make it a home
of religious principles. It is true that in the special
‘¢ Petition,”’ which was drawn up in England in 1754
by Tennent and Davies, the emphasis is laid entirely on
ministerial education, but it must be remembered that
this document was prepared for distribution in Scotland
Jjust before the annual meeting of the General Assembly
of the Scottish Church; it was planned for a special
audience, the clergy and members of that church, and
was issued by Tennent and Davies on their own responsi-
bility, and does not bear the official indorsement of the
board of trustees.

It is well to emphasize this fact as to the real purpose
of the founders, for the following pages will show that
in course of time that purpose was obscured by suceces-
sive administrations until, with the early overshadow-
ing-presence at Princeton of the Theological Seminary
of the Presbyterian Church to give color to the belief,
the mistaken view gained firm hold on the public mind,
and to a certain extent has retained its hold, that the
College of New Jersey was founded chiefly to educate
candidates for the ministry, and that college and sem-
inary are departments of a single university.

Mr. Dickinson was elected to the presidency early in
the spring of 1747, and the College was opened at Eliza-
beth Town toward the end of May. The contemporary
minutes of the trustees are not preserved, and it is not
known what requirements for admission were laid down,
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if any, nor what curriculum was outlined. The course
was in all likelihood similar to that which Mr. Dickin-
son had been giving to his own pupils. Recitations were
heard in Mr. Dickinson’s parsonage, and the students
lived in private lodgings in the village. Their number
is not definitely known, although it was not more than
eight or ten,' most of whom undoubtedly had been the
president’s own pupils. It is certain, however, that a
class was ready for graduation by May, 1748, and the
third Wednesday of that month was chosen for the first
Commencement Day. But before that date arrived much
history was to be made for the College by the new gov-
ernor of the province.

Jonathan Belcher reached New Jersey in August, 1747.
He had probably been informed of the existence of the
College, and he took up the project with immediate
energy. A native of Massachusetts and a graduate of
Harvard, he had traveled extensively in Europe before
entering mercantile life at Boston. Becoming in the
course of time governor of the colony he had also served
as & member of the Harvard board of overseers. With
his wealth and liberal education he had also strong re-
ligious tastes; moreover, he had the mental vision that
came from good breeding and wide travel. He had left
Massachusetts under a cloud, but on reaching London
had been able to shatter the case against him, and he
speedily found the governorship of New Jersey offered
him. He was at this time a man of sixty-five. Reach-
ing New Jersey he did not delay to acquaint himself
with affairs in his new domain, and a letter of his dated
within a few days of his arrival mentions with favor
Mr. Dickinson and “¢ the affair in which he’s concerned.”’

1 Cf. “ A Short Account of . . the College in the Province of
New Jersey,” New American Magazine, March, 1760.
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His gubernatorial experience showed him at once that
the Hamilton charter was not all that it might have
been from a legal point of view, and although under
necessity he would have forced himself to be satisfied
with it and would have confirmed and renewed it,! never-
theless he proposed forthwith to rectify its weakness.
In addition to a better charter, the College needed visible
and permanent form such as a residence of its own; and
it needed money. The permanent location had already
been the subject of ‘‘ much striving.”” In the 1747
agreement of the New York trustees to the election of
the Log College representatives, the chief paragraph ex-
presses their consent to have the College placed at
Princeton, and their insistence that buildings be erected
speedily, ‘¢ because it will not in Common reputation be
Esteemed a College till some publick buildings are
built for the uses of such College.”” It did not take the
governor long to agree to the choice of Princeton and to
ally himself with those who believed that the halfway
village on the high road between New York and Phila.
delphia was the place for the location of the College, be-
ing ‘‘ as near the centre of the province as any and a
fine situation.’’

Acknowledging on October 8, 1747, the receipt of a
catalogue—its first catalogue and one of the hopeless de-
sires of Princeton bibliographers—he wrote to President
Dickinson arranging to see him and Mr. Pemberton
within the week so as to plan some scheme to lay before
the Provincial Assembly ‘¢ for the service of our Embryo
College, as a Lottery or anything else.”” And to Pem-
berton he writes in the same vein, asking him to come
‘‘ prepar’d to lay something before the Assembly for
the service of our Infant College. I say our because I

1Letter to Gilbert Tennent, June 18, 1748,
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am determined to adopt it for a Child and to do every-
thing in my power to promote and Establish so noble an
Undertaking.”” He had already reached his two other
conclusions, one as to location, and the other that the
trustees ‘‘ must have a new and better Charter, which
I shall give them.”” The enthusiastic old governor did
not know that while he was penning his eager words to
Mr. Dickinson that great heart lay dead in the parsonage
at Elizabeth Town.

President Dickinson died of pleurisy on October 7,
1747, leaving young Caleb Smith sole member of the
college faculty. Itisinconceivable that the whole burden
of teaching, between Dickinson’s death and the formal
election of his suceessor, fell on Smith’s shoulders. The
Reverend Aaron Burr had shared in the movement lead-
ing to the founding of the College; he was one of the
original seven trustees; he had managed a school at
Newark similar to Dickinson’s at Elizabeth Town; he
was nearest at hand; and, although no official record
exists, there is trustworthy evidence that he was ap-
pointed, if not elected, to take charge of the college,
transferring headquarters to his own parsonage at
Newark. There were eight students in residence at the
time.r’

The death of President Dickinson made no change in
Governor Belcher’s plans, although it was, he said, ¢ in-
deed a Considerable loss to my Adopted daughter.”’
The accumulation of public business before the assembly
made it unwise at this time to lay the needs of the Col-
lege before that body; he tells Mr. Pemberton in Jan-
uary, 1748, that he fears for the success of such a move

* See obituary notice of President Burr, dated Princeton, Sep-
tember 29, 1757, and published in the New York Mercury, October
10, 1757, and the Pennsylvania Journal, October 13, 1767. (N. J.
Archives, Vol. XX, p. 140.)
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at the time, ‘‘tho’ several Gentlemen of Influence are
very Friendly, yet well Timing is a good Step in busi-
ness—And I think a few Months can be of no great de-
triment.’”’ The delay would give him a chance to frame
his proposed new charter, and he therefore asks Mr.
Pemberton and his friends to digest the matter ‘‘ with
Inlargement,’’ and let him have a rough sketch of their
ideas and he will see wherein it can be improved. At
his request the first Commencement was postponed from
time to time to July, 1748, on which occasion he in-
tended to be present. As for the charter, he was taking
the best advice he could obtain, and at last in May he
was able to send a draft to Chief Justice Kinsey of
Pennsylvania with a list of the proposed trustees, and
asking for criticism. Copies were sent to several other
interested friends, among them the Reverend Jonathan
Edwards at Stockbridge, from whom the governor ob-
tained a number of ‘¢ kind hints.”” And by June he
was ready to have the charter engrossed and the seal
affixed.

But, under the leadership of Gilbert Tennent, strong
opposition to certain provisions of the charter had de-
veloped in the board. According to the governor, Mr.
Tennent seemed inclined to ‘‘ draw up Spectres and
Apparitions into Substances about the King’s Governors
being always one of the Trustees,”’ and Jonathan Ed-
wards feared that Tennent would drop out entirely if
the proviso were retained. The governor had at first
intended that four members of the Provincial Council
should be ex-officio members of the board, beside the
governor of the province himself. Against his own pref-
erence he had waived the council’s representation, but
he held out stubbornly for the governor’s presence. He
could not think it prudent to grant a charter otherwise;
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he feared it might offend his superiors at Whitehall;
perhaps the trustees would prefer to go on under the
original charter, in which case he would ¢ be quite easy,”’
but if he was to have any more to do with it, he would
send the document to be engrossed. He considered the
charter the most important matter before him—Com-
mencement and entrance requirements and examinations
being ‘¢ small things to the adjusting and Completing
the Charter which is the Foundation on which every
thing Else depends.”” Meanwhile, he was looking ahead,
and before the charter was ready he was planning to
add to the faculty a professor of medicine and surgery,
a science which he believed as useful as any in a young
country already ‘¢ too much plagued with Quacks and
Blundering Man Slayers.”’ As for the financial side, he
felt that little encouragement would be received from
the government of the province ; he estimated the entire
population at only 60,000 souls; and many public officials
were Quakers who were unfriendly to learning, so that
private subscriptions seemed to be the only means of
gaining a footing.

At length the charter was read by the King’s attorney
general and, having been accepted by the council, by
July 28 it had passed the seal of the province. When
Mr. Pemberton unguardedly intimated that things were
going rather slowly, the governor bluntly informed him
that ‘“ in all Aects of Government I must and will pro-
ceed with the best propriety I am Master of, and no
Body will be able to Persnade me to move Slower or
faster than that. Beside my Heart is so especially en-
gaged in the Prosperity of the College, that I want no
Stimulus.”” And Mr. Pemberton returned to his New
York pulpit with chastened spirit. The charter was sent
to the trustees on October 4, 1748, and was accepted
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by them a few days later, and the oft deferred first com-
mencement was finally set for November 9, 1748.

The Beleher charter is the instrument under which,
with only such amendments as passing time and altered
conditions have rendered necessary, Princeton University
exists to-day. Like its predecessor it is absolutely un-
denominational, ¢ free and equal Liberty and Advantage
of Education in the said College, any different Senti-
ments on Religion notwithstanding,’’ being guaranteed
to ¢¢ those of every religious Denomination.”” And like
its predecessor again, its object is to enable the youth
of the provinces to be °‘instructed in the Learned
Languages and in the Liberal Arts and Sciences.”’ There
is no mention of any set purpose to educate for the
ministry. In several particulars relating to the con-
stitution of the board of trustees it differed from its
predecessor. It made the governor of the province, for
the time being, ex officio president of the board, and the
president of the college, for the time being, ez officio a
member of the board; it increased the number of trustees
from twelve to twenty-three, including the governor; and
it required that twelve of them should be residents of
the province. Thirteen of the trustees named in the
charter came from New Jersey, six from Pennsylvania,
and four from New York. Twelve of them were clergy-
men, eleven Presbyterians and one a Welsh Calvinist.
Among the laymen at least two were Episcopalians, at
least two were Quakers, and one belonged to the Dutch
Reformed Church. Four of the New Jersey laymen
were members of the provincial council ; and one of them,
Andrew Johnston, the provincial treasurer, was elected
treasurer of the College; so that while Governor Belcher
did not get his complete will as regarded ex officio repre-
sentation of the council in the board, he, nevertheless,
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thoroughly safeguarded Crown interests. On the new
board were nine Yale graduates, four Harvard graduates,
and three Log College alumni.!

‘Whatever Governor Belcher’s activities may have
been in New England—and he has been charged with a
variety of picturesque shortcomings>—his attitude to-
ward the College of New Jersey was one which Prince-
tonians find impossible to eriticise. Whether or not
his immediate and active interest was mere sentiment is
after all of little matter; and smile though one may at
his constant allusion to his ¢‘ infant Daughter,’’ it must
be admitted that his conduct was that of a prudent and
far-seeing parent. His subsequent refusal to allow his
name to be given to the building he was to be most in-
strumental in erecting indicates that his motives were
unselfish ; his suggestion that the building be named after
‘William of Nassau was a wise appeal for popular favor
on behalf of the College, just as his effort to get a Scot-
tish university to confer the honorary degree of doctor
of divinity on Mr. Burr and Mr. Pemberton was an en-
deavor to strengthen the standing of the College in
academic circles. His direction of the process of incor-
poration was governed by the utmost care and the
strictest observance of legalities; he was bound there
should be no flaw in the new foundation he was laying.
As for the permanence of the institution, that was en-

2 The trustees named in the charter were John Reading, James
Hude, Andrew Johnston, Thomas Leonard, John Kinsey, Edward
Shippen, William Smith, Peter V. B. Livingstc_)n, William P.
Smith, Samuel Hazard, and the Reverends John Pierson, Ebenezer
Pemberton, Joseph Lamb, Gilbert Tennent, William Tennent,
Richard Treat, Samuel Blair, David Cowell, Aaron Burr, Timothy
Johnes, Thomas Arthur, and Jacob Green. All the 1746 trustees
were reappointed with the exception of Mr. Dickinson, who had
died, and Mr. Finley, who had resigned.

2 Cf. “The Belcher Papers,” Massachusetts Historical Society
Collections, 6th series, Vol. VI, p. xxii.
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tirely a matter of funds—'¢ if finally,’’ he frankly told
Mr. Tennent, ‘‘ Money cannot be raised to build the
House [i. e., Nassau Hall] and to Support the Necessary
officers, the thing must of course prove Abortive.”” Just
before the College moved to Princeton he presented to
it his library of about five hundred volumes, in addition
to his carved and gilded coat of arms, his own full length
portrait that stood, as he said, ‘‘ in what is called the
blue chamber in my House,”’ and the ten framed por-
trait heads of kings and queens of England that had
hung over the mantel in his library. Of all these treas-
ures only one of his books is still in the possession of
the University.

Yale is the mother of Princeton in so far as early
presidents and trustees are concerned ; but to this grad-
uate of Harvard more than to any other one man Prince-
ton owes her material being. It is only fair to add that
Governor Belcher granted no franchise or privilege not
already conferred by Hamilton. But if there had been
any question as to the validity of the Hamilton charter,
Governor Belcher undoubtedly legalized the existence of
the College by his grant. Besides this, he increased the
number of trustees from twelve to twenty-three, and,
while he did not prescribe any proportion between the
lay and the clerical membership, he raised the number
of laymen from three in the first charter to eleven in
his own. Thus he gained for the board a larger con-
stituency and at the same time secured the invaluable
support of the laity. Herein lies the second great im-
provement of his charter over Hamilton’s. Moreover,
he associated with the predominant Presbyterian ele-
ment in the board representatives of at least three other
religious communions. The trustees under the first
charter were all Presbyterians. Furthermore, by placing
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on the governing board more representatives from
colonies other than New Jersey and by inducing the
trustees to locate the College on the border line between
East and West Jersey he united New York and Phila-
- delphia influences, and those of New England and the
South; while, in his selection of lay trustees—the chief
justice of Pennsylvania, the leading lawyer in New York,
and four of the provincial council of New Jersey—he
combined civil with ecclesiastical tendencies, allied the
College with the state as closely as with the church, and
thus, besides fostering it as a nursery of colonial min-
isters, prepared the way for Witherspoon and his school
of statesmen. In a very true sense, therefore, he fur-
thered the nationalization of the College, and embodying
in the terms of his charter the liberal provisions of the
Hamilton grant brought closer to realization the long
dreamed hopes of the original promoters. And finally,
he laid the foundation of financial stability for the Col-
lege by obtaining recommendations from the church
most interested in it; he turned to the use of the College
his high connections in England by giving Tennent and
Davies introductions that enabled them to secure dona-
tions from various sources not only in England but also
in Scotland and in Ireland, and thus aided in no small
degree in making Nassau Hall ‘‘ a monument of the
united gifts of England, Scotland, and Ireland to the
cause of Christian learning in America.”’?

Implied in all this is the inescapable fact that the
founders of Princeton University organized it on the
broad basis of a studium generale, as a place where
liberal studies might be pursued by all who cared to go

*C. W. Shields, “The Origin of Princeton University,” in
¢ Memorial Book of the Sesquicentennial Celebration of the Found-
ing of the College of New Jersey.” New York, 1898, p. 455. Dr.
Shields’ conclusions are summarized in the foregoing paragraph.
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thither. They devised it neither as a church nor as a
state institution, but gave it, through its charter, re-
sponsible academie liberty. And lastly, they bequeathed
to it practically absolute autonomy to manage its own
affairs, to elect its own officers, to frame and administer
its own laws, the ex officio presence of the governor on
the board of trustees being the only external check.
These privileges, guaranteed by both charters, are not
to be ignored when considering the assumption of the
university title by the College in 1896.



II
THE COLONIAL PERIOD

The First Commencement. Location at Princeton. Building
Nassau Hall. Governor Belcher and President Burr. President
Edwards. Administration of President Davies. Administration
of President Finley.

TaE formal records of the College begin with the
minutes of a meeting of the board of trustees held at
New Brunswick on October 13, 1748, one month after
the charter finally passed the Great Seal. Thirteen of
the trustees were present, ‘‘ who having Accepted the
Charter, were qualified and Incorporated According to
the Direction thereof,”’ by taking the three customary
preseribed oaths, first the one appointed by ‘‘ An Act
for the further security of his Majesty’s person and
government, and the succession of the Crown in the heirs
of the late Princess Sophia, being protestants, and for
extinguishing the hope of the pretended Prince of
‘Wales ’’; second, the oath required by an act of Par-
liament ‘¢ preventing dangers which may happen from
popish recusants ’’; and the third, an oath to adminis-
ter faithfully the trust reposed in them by the charter.

After electing a clerk the board proceeded to vote
an address of thanks to Governor Belcher, to which he
sent an appropriate reply. The board then adjourned
to meet at Newark on Commencement Day, November 9.
On this date seventeen trustees, including the governor,
assembled and five, with the governor, took the oaths.
Mr. Burr was then formally elected president according

to arrangement, and he was ‘‘ pleased modestly to ae-
81
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cept ’’ his election. The board then adjourned to attend
the first commencement of the College of New Jersey.
In solemn procession, headed by the six members of
the graduating class, walking two by two uncovered,
and followed by the president and the governor, they
proceeded from the parsonage to the church, where the
exercises of the day were to be held. The procession
entered in inverted order, the graduating class and the
trustees halting at the door and dividing into two lines,
through which the governor and the president passed
into the building, the bell ringing steadily. After
prayer by the president, the audience was requested to
stand and ‘¢ hearken to His Majesty’s Royal Charter,
granted to the Trustees of the College of New Jersey.”’
This ceremony by itself was of sufficient solemnity and
importance to constitute the morning’s proceedings, and
the president announced that the graduation exercises
would be held in the afternoon. At two o’clock aceord-
ingly, after a procession similar to that of the morning,
the ‘‘ publick Acts ’’ were opened by President Burr’s
inaugural, ‘‘ an elegant Oration in the Latin Tongue,
delivered memoriler,”’ tracing the history of education
from ancient times to Great Britain in her universities,
thence to New England in Harvard and Yale, and now
at last to New Jersey in the college whose munificent
charter had that morning been formally published to
the world. After President Burr’s oration followed the
customary disputations by the graduating class, on theo-
logical and philosophical topics in English and in Latin.
The president then demanding of the trustees in Latin
formula whether it was their pleasure that the candi-
dates be admitted to the bachelor’s degree in arts, and
his excellency the governor in the name of his colleagues
on the board signifying assent, the president descended
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from the pulpit and ‘‘ being seated with his Head cov-
ered received them two by two; and according to the
Authority to him committed by the Royal Charter, after
the manner of the Academies in England ’’ admitted
the candidates to the degree. Public recognition of the
governor’s services was then made the climax of the
occasion and the honorary degree of master of arts was
conferred on him. The exercises concluded with a Latin
Salutatory by Daniel Thane of the graduating class,
and prayer by the president.

The occasion had been one of fitting and impressive
academic dignity for which the governor was largely
responsible. He had intimated to Mr. Burr the pro-
priety, aside from his own desire, of ‘‘ a wise Frugality ”’
at commencement ceremonies, and an elimination of
¢ the Too Common Extravagances and Debauchery ’’ of
such occasions, which in his opinion would be ¢ no honor
to what may laudably pride itself in being called a
Seminary of Religion and Learning.”’ His must have
been the most radiant face in the whole company. His
great desire had been attained, the College was a reality
and possessed an adequate charter, and with just enough
of academic ritual to give the ceremony the weight in
public esteem that the cause of higher education in the
province demanded, the first degrees had been conferred
and the College of New Jersey was started on its
career.

The responsibilities of the trustees had, however, just
begun; there was still plenty of unfinished business;
and when commencement exercises were over the board
met again at Mr. Burr’s house to consider and adopt
the necessary code of rules and orders which the presi-
dent had drawn up for the government of the insti-
tution. Requirements for admission were laid down;
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the conditions of graduation and of application for the
higher degrees were adopted; rules of worship and col-
lege laws of discipline and attendance were codified;
college fees were settled ; it was decreed that Commence-
ment Day hereafter should be the last Wednesday in
September ; a seal was adopted, and a treasurer elected.
One suspects that the governor’s mercantile experience
of the value of publicity was responsible for the reso-
lution that a full account of that day’s exercises be
published as soon as possible in the papers! Plans for
raising funds were next considered. Each member of
the board was urged to seek benefactions, and agents
were selected to receive subscriptions. As a trustee ex-
pressed it in a remark that is no less truthful to-day than
it was then, ‘‘ the Principal thing we now want is a
proper Fund to enable us to go on with this expensive
Undertaking.”” A special committee was named to ap-
proach the general assembly of the province and induce
its aid. At the next meeting the committee was ordered
to renew its application and especially to ask for a lot-
tery; but the assembly refused, and subsequently a
lottery was drawn in Philadelphia. Meanwhile, some
£800 had been collected.

Nothing seems to have been done about a permanent
location for the College. Governor Belcher, however,
had no intention to allow a matter of such importance
to drop out of sight. He clung to the original choice of
Princeton; but several of the trustees favored New
Brunswick, and that place had been chosen for the next
commencement. In September, 1750, the board ordered
that proposals be made to both New Brunswick and
Princeton, asking what bonus each would give in return

*The account was prepared by William Smith, and was pub-
lished in the New York Gazette of November 21, 1748.
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for the locating of the College, and in the following
year, 1751, it was voted that New Brunswick be chosen,
provided the inhabitants secured £1000 proclamation
money, ten acres of cleared land contiguous to the
proposed college buildings, and two hundred acres of
woodland not more than three miles from town. But the
village of Princeton had not been inactive and at this
meeting submitted a counter offer. A committee of the
trustees was appointed to view both sites and to report.
The leisureliness of the proceedings consumed the next
year, and it was the governor’s turn to chafe at the
delay. He had had thirty years’ experience as an over-
seer of Harvard College and he was thoroughly familiar
with the extreme caution of academic governing bodies
whose members lived scattered over wide areas, with un-
certain means of locomotion and communication, and his
letters show his constant attempt to keep the trustees
stirring. He knew that the all-necessary funds could be
coaxed more easily if the College had a permanent home
and some outward and visible sign of its inward graces.
So at the meeting of September, 1752, he took the bull
by the horns and addressed a letter to the board which,
although entirely moderate in tone, nevertheless was a
plain hint that he desired action. He pointed out again
the absolute necessity of erecting a building for lodging
the students, and a house for the president and his
family ; he remarked that already the College had grown
until it was unwieldy in its present situation; the con-
ditions were totally inadequate to the circumstances; it
was a case of the bed being shorter than that a man
could stretch himself upon it and the covering narrower
than that he could wrap himself in it; furthermore, it
had been his observation that colleges grew faster when
they had abiding homes of their own; as for himself
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he had passed the stated period of human life, and like
the eastern prince of old he might say his days were
extinct and his grave ready; but, if he could still be
serviceable to this seminary of religion and learning, it
would give him pleasure in life and comfort in death.
There was something touching in the governor’s de-
votion to this child of his old age, something almost
pathetic in his eagerness to see it firmly settled in its
own abode before he passed away; and his final appeal
was not in vain. New Brunswick had not complied with
the terms and was dropped from further consideration.
The people of Princeton, on the other hand, had ex-
pressed their readiness to accept the conditions laid
down by the board, and it was voted to locate the College
at Princeton when these conditions should be fulfilled.
They were the same as those offered to New Brunswick,
with the further stipulation that one-half of the money
consideration was to be paid when the foundations were
laid, and the balance six months later, all the conditions
to be accepted within six months, or the bid forfeited.!
By January (1753) the terms of the agreement had
been met, with the exception of the mere formality of
passing a deed for the plot of ground on ‘ the broad
street where it is proposed that the College shall be
built.”” This plot, 400 feet long by 490 feet deep,
was the gift of Mr. Nathaniel FitzRandolph, a Quaker
resident to whom, after Governor Belcher, the final set-
tlement on Princeton was chiefly due. When Governor
Hamilton had granted the first charter, Mr. FitzRan-
dolph at once set about securing the College for Prince-

1The move to Princeton was earnestly opposed by the Pres-
byterians of Newark, because it meant the departure of their
pastor, Mr. Burr; and an ineffectual petition was presented to
the trustees urging that the College be permanently located at
Newark. (Shippen Letters, Penna. Historical Society.)
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ton. He prepared and circulated twenty subscription
papers and raised several hundred pounds, and when
the decision on a new charter canceled these subserip-
tions he issued new papers, gave £20 himself and all
his time to the task of fixing the College at Princeton.
And he it was who deeded to the trustees the four and
a half acre lot on which Nassau Hall was eventually
built. In all he raised in and about Princeton some
£1700. The imposing gateway facing Nassau Hall is a
conspicuous monument to the memory of this early bene-
factor, but the simpler tablet with its inscription, ¢ In
agro jacet mostro immo suo,’’ set in the dormitory wall
now crossing the family burial ground where his body
was laid nearly one hundred and forty years ago, is
more consonant with the unassuming character of the
man. If, as is believed, his bones were among the frag-
ments reverently gathered up from unmarked graves and
sealed behind the tablet when the dormitory was built,
his remains rest in the grateful keeping of the academe
to which he gave a home.

A more central location for the College than the vil-
lage of Princeton could scarcely have been chosen.
Lying midway between New York and Philadelphia, the
Keith province line separating East from West Jersey
skirted its western borders. In fact, it lay between this
and the discredited Laurence line. Within the possible
memory of men still living in 1753, the site of the vil-
lage had been a frontier region, a virgin forest traversed
by paths known only to the Indians, the most direct
of which going east and west had come to be the king’s
highway, the ‘‘ broad street’’ of Mr. FitzRandolph’s
day. In this region had met the two waves of immi-
gration into the province, one from New York into East
Jersey, the other from the head of navigation on the
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Delaware into West Jersey. By the middle of the eight-
eenth century the village consisted of somewhat less than
threescore houses scattered along the thoroughfare, with
a well-found tavern or two, where all travelers knew
they might break their journey in comfort. Opposite the
thickest clustering of the houses lay the FitzRandolph
land. The romance and pageant of colonial life passed
back and forth along the highway ; on that stage some of
the early scenes in the drama of the Revolution were soon
to be acted ; and so situated, the College could not avoid
the destiny of sharing in many an accident of contempo-
" rary history, which, even when not important, was still
picturesque.

Small though the village was, there were wealthy land-
owners and men of provincial prominence residing in
the community. The bond of £1000 demanded by the
College was signed by John Hornor, a Quaker; Judge
Thomas Leonard, a trustee, and Judge John Stockton,
whose son Richard had been graduated in the first class,
in 1748. The prospective importance of the College to
the community was at once indicated by a rise in Prince-
ton land values. Extant correspondence reveals sharp
dealing, and the trustees were forced to buy up land
adjoining the FitzRandolph gift to save the College
from being hemmed in by undesirable neighbors. With
the funds in hand, however, and the money pledged they
felt justified in proceeding with their plans. But a year
and a half elapsed before ground was broken (July 29,
1754) and on September 17, 1754, the first cornerstone
was laid. The plan of the principal building and that
of the president’s house were drawn by Mr. Robert
Smith of Philadelphia, architect of the State House, and
by Dr. Shippen, also of Philadelphia. The stone for
the walls of Nassau Hall was obtained from a local
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quarry. The Reverend Ezra Stiles, passing through
Princeton at this time, measured the foundations and
recorded their dimensions three times in his diary,!
with a drawing, which is the only contemporary plan
in existence. The foundations were one hundred and
seventy-seven feet long, fifty-three and two-thirds feet
wide, with a rear extension of fifteen feet in length and
some thirty-six feet in width and a front extension of
three or four feet; the corridors were ten feet wide.
There were three entrances, one on each side of the
central entrance. The basement contained sixteen rooms,
and the three stories forty-four rooms in all, exclusive
of the hall or chapel, and the whole was surmounted by
a low cupola. These sixty apartments included the
rooms of students, recitation rooms, refectory, kitchen,
library, ete. The roof was pitched in November, 1755.
Dr. Stiles asserts that it was at this time the largest
stone edifice in the colonies. The building was planned
to hold one hundred and forty-seven students, reckoning
three to a room, but not more of it was finished than
was needed.? Everything, said Mr. Burr, was being
done in the plainest and cheapest manner as far as was
consistent with decency and convenience, and ‘¢ having
no superfluous Ornaments.”” The cost of the building
itself was about £2,900. The contract price for the
president’s house was £600, but it cost over that sum.
But in January, 1753, when the Princeton site was
finally agreed upon, beside mere buildings there were
other expenses to be met, such as endowment for salaries,
for general equipment, and for the establishment of a
fund for needy students. Long ago the trustees had
cast their eyes on Great Britain. Governor Belcher had

* Proceedings Mass. Hist. Soc., March 10, 1892.
2 The building was not completed until 1762.
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written in 1747 to friends abroad, hoping to get dona-
tions, and in 1749 the trustees had availed themselves
of the services of two gentlemen, Colonel Williams and
Mr. Jeremiah Allen, who had volunteered to solicit aid
while in England. Governor Belcher and President
Burr wrote letters of introduction for them to the
Countess of Huntington, George Whitefield’s patroness,
and according to her biographer considerable sums were
collected through her agency; but no record exists of
the receipt of any such moneys, nor does her name even
occur in the minutes of the board of trustees as having
been instrumental in securing funds for the College. It
would seem that her interest brought no direct financial
results. By September, 1750, the trustees had received
no accounts of the Williams-Allen effort, and Whitefield,
who had shown deep interest in the College, explained
to Mr. Tennent that all was ready for harvesting the
results when Mr. Allen died of fever and the whole
scheme fell through. Whitefield suggested that Presi-
dent Burr or Mr. Pemberton visit Great Britain on
behalf of the College. The board agreed to the sugges-
tion, and Mr. Pemberton was willing to go, but his con-
gregation objected. Mr. Burr then reluctantly agreed
to make the trip, but no one could be found to manage
the College in his absence, and finally in September,
1753, the two trustees, Gilbert Tennent and Samuel
Davies, were commissioned.

Mr. Davies was characteristically pessimistic over the
trip; he was entering, he said, on the ‘‘ most surpris-
ing and unexpected step ’’ of his life; what would be
the comsequence he knew not, but he declared that at
times he had ‘¢ very gloomy prospects about it.”’ And
when he saw a letter from London, remarking that the
¢¢ principles inculcated in the College of New Jersey are
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generally looked upon as antiquated and unfashionable
by the Dissenters in England,’’ he felt it a dismal omen
for the embassy on which he and Mr. Tennent were
embarking.® But their mission, nevertheless, was a com-
plete success. The exact sum collected is not recorded.
It was over £3,200, raised chiefly by church collections
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The story of the
mission is preserved in Mr. Davies’ diary, of which one
volume in the original manuseript is in the library of
Princeton University. The whole diary is published in
Foote’s ¢ Sketches of Virginia.”’

At the September meeting of the board at Newark,
in 1755, the governor having presented his library, his
portrait and coat of arms, and the royal portraits, the
board made him in sonorous terms an address of thanks,
which closed with the following words: ‘‘ As the Col-
lege of New Jersey views you in the light of its Founder,
Patron and Benefactor; and the impartial World will
esteem it & Respect deservedly due to the Name of
Belcher; permit us to dignify the Edifice now erecting
at Princeton, with that endeared Appellation. And
when your Excellency is translated, to a House not made
with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, Let BELCHER-HALL
‘proclaim your beneficent Acts, for the advancement of
Christianity and Emolument of the Arts and Sciences,
to the latest Ages.”’

But the shrewd old governor was not caught off his
guard, and a year later at commencement in September,
1756, the last held at Newark, his reply was delivered
to the board, expressing his appreciation of the honor
the trustees would do him, but suggesting that the build-
ing be named Nassau Hall and thus keep ever-living tes-
timony to ‘‘ the Honour we retain, in this remote Part

1 New Jersey Historical Society Proceedings, Vol. VI, p. 170.
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of the Globe, to the immortal Memory of the Glorious
King William the Third who was a Branch of the illus-
trious House of Nassau.’’

The governor’s hint was a command, and a resolution

. was at once passed in the following terms: ‘‘ Whereas

his Excellency Governor Belcher has signified to us his
declining to have the Edifice we have lately erected at
Princeton for the Use and Service of New Jersey Col-
lege to be called after his Name, and has desired and
for Good Reasons that it should be called after the Name
of the illustrious House of Nassau, It is therefore voted,
and is hereby ordered that the said Edifice be in all
Time to come called and Known by the Name of Nas-
sau Hall.’*

This name soon became so generally associated with
the College that in early records, and indeed until the
time of the Civil War, it is common to find the insti-
tution called, even officially, ‘‘ Nassau Hall,’’ or simply
‘¢ Nassau.’”” After the erection of East and West Col-
leges the name ‘‘ North College ’’ came into use, being
later familiarized into ‘‘ Old North.”” In recent years
custom and official nomenclature have reverted to the
original name.

The meeting of the board in September, 1755, is in-
teresting not alone because it gave a name to the main
college building. Looking forward to the life of the
College under new conditions, the board had empowered
the committee in charge of the Princeton arrangements
to engage a steward and a butler, ¢ and to settle Com-
mons,’’ and at the meeting in 1755 Jonathan Baldwin
of Princeton, and a member of the graduating class, was
appointed to the thankless post of college steward. He
held the position for seventeen years, the first incumbent

! Minutes of the board of trustees.
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of an office which existed just a century. There is little
mention of the college butler in the records, but the
steward and his multifarious duties were constantly step-
ping into the light of critical publicity. Next to the
president he was the chief executive of the College. His
principal task of course was to maintain the college
dining-room, and he was required periodically to give
bond that he would supply good board at a stipulated
rate. But in addition he collected board bills, tuition
fees, and room rent, and as long as the prayer-hall con-
tinued to be the village church he also collected pew
rents. He sold text-books, he cleaned the college chim-
neys, and was a guardian of the belfry and especially of
the bell-rope, that ever lurking temptation to mischievous
scholars. He hired the college servants and sometimes
even paid the tutors. He dispatched expresses after lag-
gard or forgetful trustees at times of special meetings.
He purchased college furniture, on one occasion being
directed to procure ‘‘ one good low Back’d Windsor
Chair, and one Dozen of common black Chairs ’’ for the
use of the trustees at their meetings. What with bad
debts, overdue fees, grasping merchants, and a defective
system of bookkeeping, his accounts were continually
awry, and it was seldom that his affairs were not the
subject of consideration at trustee meetings.

It was apparent by December, 1755, that the buildings
would cost more than had been estimated, but Mr. Burr
expected to complete them and have a balance of £1,600,
and he hoped to secure other benefactions. He wished
to appoint a professor of divinity to relieve himself of
that teaching burden, and the trustees had their eyes
on his father-in-law, the Reverend Jonathan Edwards.
It was only lack of funds that prevented them from
calling him at once.
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The work at Princeton progressed slowly, but by Sep-
tember, 1756, Nassau Hall was sufficiently completed to
be occupied and the board directed that the College be
transported to Princeton that autumn. With about
seventy students, President Burr accordingly moved
early in November. Unfortunately, no description of
that joyous one-day migration has come to light. But
Mr. Burr’s private account book shows that on No-
vember 13 he opened the record of formal exercises in
Nassau Hall with a sermon on Psalm cxix. 64.

Thus began the campus life which was to be so char-
acteristic of Princeton. Heretofore the students had
lived in private lodgings scattered through a town;
henceforth they were to live together in a little road-
side village, a large academic family, sharing a common
existence under a single roof. Here they were to form
customs and manners and mold traditions, features of
which there is no semblance clinging to the history of
the Newark period.

A memorandum book kept by Samuel Livermore
(1752), a little sheaf of letters from Joseph Shippen
(1753) to his father Judge Shippen of Philadelphia,
the contemporary code of college laws, and President
Burr’s account book are practically the only known
sources of information as to student life at Newark.
At first the undergraduates lived at Mr. Burr’s par-
sonage, but we learn from Shippen that as the college
grew in numbers they occupied lodgings, coming to the
parsonage for college exercises. Already in 1750 Ship-
pen says that he and his room-mate are studying in
lodgings ‘¢ abundantly more to our satisfaction than we
should do at School,’’ meaning presumably the parson-
age. There is ground for the belief that during the last
year or two of the Newark period, when the enrollment
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had swollen from eight to seventy and the congestion
had become intolerable, exercises were also held in an
adjoining building. Under such conditions jurisdiction
must have been loose and discipline hard to maintain;
but contemporary comment on the administration of
the laws is entirely lacking. It must have been easy to
check up attendance at morning and evening compulsory
prayers, absence from which meant a fine, doubled if
the truancy occurred on Sunday, when each student was
required to go to church. Disrespect to the president
or tutors, or absence from town without leave, was
finable at five shillings and was also easy to detect; but
one wonders how Mr. Burr enforced the law forbidding
students, under pain of fine, to absent themselves from
their rooms on Saturday and Sunday evenings, except
in case of absolute necessity, or on other days, save for
half an hour after morning prayers and recitation, half
an hour after dinner, and from evening prayer until
nine; and how did he enforce the law that forbade play-
ing at cards, dice, or ‘‘ other unlawful games >’ under
penalty of five shillings, or the law forbidding the carry-
ing of ‘‘ wine, metheglin, or any kind of distilled spir-
ituous liquor into one’s room ’’%

Young Shippen was such an earnest student that his
letters to his father consist of little else than reports
on his studies and requests for various text-books. He
says that he has not time to send an account of college

life, but will reserve the story until he goes home for

vacation, with the result that, while he has left us valu-
able hints as to the curriculum, he has left nothing about
the life he led in its pursuit. Portions of two other
letters by him published in the Proceedings of the New
Jersey Historical Society consist of comments on the
marriage of President Burr. The freedom and maturity

27
.
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with’ which he wrote make us regret only the more
keenly that he did not rob his education of one hour
and send his father the account desired. It would
have answered a dozen questions like those mentioned
above.

From Samuel Livermore’s curious little volume we
may learn at least how one well-born youth of twenty
came down from Massachusetts to Newark for his last
year at College, preparing for the ministry, which he
never entered. Against the nineteen-day voyage from
Boston to New York he laid in supplies to the extent of
five quarts of rum, half a pound of tea, a dozen fowls,
two pounds of sugar, a score of lemons, and three pounds
of butter. No threadbare clerk of Oxenford was he;
his wardrobe consisted of two close coats, one great
coat, two jackets, thirteen shirts, seven pairs of stock-
ings, six caps, four cravats, three handkerchiefs, and
one pair of breeches. And though he was not the pos-
sessor of ¢‘ Aristotle and his philosophye ’’ at least his
library contained a Bible, a Latin and Greek Testament,
a Latin and Greek grammar, a Latin and Greek diction-
ary, Ward’s ¢‘ Introduction to Mathematics,”’ Gordon’s
‘¢ Geography,’’ a Virgil, and a Cicero—a far more com-
plete outfit than the average student brought to col-
lege. Amply provided with funds, young Livermore
became in a manner banker to the College, from Mr.
Burr down. Not only did he lend the president money
and advance cash for the diplomas given at commence-
ment, buying the sheet of parchment and having it cut
up and properly engrossed, but he also paid for the
commencement programmes or list of theses defended
by the graduating class. Furthermore, he supplied the
seven pounds ten shillings which defrayed the cost of
the ‘¢ silver Can, a gift >’ presented by the senior class
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in June, 1752, to ¢‘ Mr. Praeses ’’ Burr as a wedding
gift, for which the ‘‘ Revd. Prest. by short Orat: re-
turned his Thanks.”’ His board cost eighty cents a
week and his total expenses for the college year were
estimated at one hundred and sixty-five dollars.

President Burr’s private account book throws but
little light on the College at Newark, save to reveal the
paternalism of the position he occupied. He supplied
his pupils not only with the text-books they used, but
often with the shoes and breeches they wore, the candles
they burned, and the medicine they needed, charging the
items on their bills. The College was managed like a
boarding school, of which he was the headmaster, send-
ing his statements home to parents at irregular intervals.
The removal to Princeton imparted at once a sense of
maturity and responsible identity, and inaugurated a
more formal system of business management.

The removal to Princeton also closed the work of the
two men who had done most to bring it about. Whether
or not Governor Belcher ever visited Nassau Hall after
its occupation is not known. In his own words, it had
seemed to him that a seminary of religion and learning
should be promoted in the province ‘‘ for the better
enlightening the minds and polishing the manners of
this and neighboring colonies,’’ and this he had during
his administration been ‘‘ honestly and heartily prose-
cuting in all such laudable ways and measures ’’ as he
had judged most likely to succeed. But however close
to his heart he may have held the College, and how-
ever earnestly Mr. Burr may have supported his hands,
neither of them was to be permitted more than a glimpse
of the promised land to whose borders they together
had brought it. The governor was an old man when
he came to the Jerseys, and had been growing feebler.
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The electrical treatment given him by President Burr,
who had a machine for his college lectures and also used
the globes Benjamin Franklin had sent to Mr. Belcher,
did not stay the creeping paralysis from which the gov-
ernor was suffering, and he died on August 31, 1757.

Physically frail at best, Mr. Burr was in no condi-
tion to withstand the shock. In miserable health he had
just returned from a hasty visit to Jonathan Edwards
at Stockbridge, and, in spite of the hot weather, had
immediately hurried to Elizabeth to plead with the gen-
eral assembly of the province for the exemption of his
collegians from military service. Ill now with intermit-
tent fever, he had gone on to Philadelphia about further
college business, and on his return had learned of the
governor’s death. Two days later, when he preached
the funeral sermon, it was seen that he was fitter for his
bed than for his pulpit; he could scarcely get through
the task, and he came back to Princeton in desperate
condition. Public commencement—the first at Prince-
ton—was canceled and notice served that, owing to the
president’s illness, the exercises would be private. Four
days before commencement he died. He was forty-one
years old and had been president ten years.

To one of the newer dormitories of the University
the name of Governor Hamilton has been given, and
President Dickinson’s name is borne by a recitation hall,
but the names of Governor Belcher and President Burr
have—and need—no other monument than Nassau Hall,
the building that is irrevocably associated with their
labors.

Governor Belcher’s character and work have been
sufficiently indicated in the preceding pages. The
quieter and less conspicuous work of Burr was equally
valuable. That he was one of the most winsome figures
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in the history of early American education has been
universal opinion. The slightness of his stature, his
piercing dark eyes, the chiseled delicacy of his features,
his sagacity and gentle graciousness, and the transparent
beauty of his character were conspicuous; and coupled
with these gifts he had those of a born teacher. Teach-
ing, said Caleb Smith, who had sat at his feet as a
student in divinity and later became his colleague, was
what he delighted in. It was the allurement of his
pupils’ possibilities that caught his fancy. Not what
they were when he gave them their diplomas, but what
they might become was the prize he played for. His
scholarship and his ideals were as lofty as those of
Dickinson; he sought not to make ministers only, but
public servants who would by their influence and use-
fulness bring honor to the College to which he for his
part had devoted the best years of his life. He was
‘“ modest in prosperity, prudent in difficulty, in busi-
ness indefatigable, magnanimous in danger, easy in his
manners, of exquisite judgment, of profound learning,
catholic in sentiment, of the purest morals and great
even in the minutest things.”” Funeral eulogiums are
unsafe foundations on which to build estimates of char-
acter, but in the case of President Burr it is easy to
substantiate practically all the praise that was uttered
in Nassau Hall over his dead body. If Governors Ham-
ilton and Belcher made Princeton University a corpo-
rate possibility, President Burr made the College of New
Jersey a reality. He drew up its first entrance require-
ments, its first course of study, its first code of rules
for internal government; he supervised the erection of
its first buildings and organized its life under the new
conditions; and he created its first treasury. It seems
peculiarly hard, therefore, that he should have been
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called to lay down his work just as he reached its
consummation.

The Reverend Jonathan Edwards of Stockbridge had
frequently been consulted by Governor Belcher and had
been coveted by the trustees as a professor of divinity
for the College. There is belief also that Mr. Burr,
who had married Mr. Edwards’ daughter, took fre-
quent counsel with him in college affairs. This asso-
ciation led the board, the day after that melancholy first
commencement at Princeton, to elect the Stockbridge
divine the successor of his son-in-law. Mr. Edwards ac-
cepted much against his will. He was not at all sure
that he could handle the task. ‘¢ First my own defects,’’
he wrote to the trustees,® ‘‘ unfitting me for such an
undertaking, many of which are generally known; be-
dides other, which my heart is conscious of. I have a
constitution, in many respects peculiarly unhappy,
attended with flaceid solids; vapid, sizy and scarce
fluids, and a low tide of spirits; often occasioning a kind
of childish weakness and contemptibleness of speech,
presence and demeanor; with a disagreeable dulness and
stiffness, much unfitting me for eonversation, but more
especially for the government of a college. This makes
me shrink at the thought of taking upon me, in the
decline of life, such a new and great business, attended
with such a multiplicity of cares, and requiring such a
degree of activity, alertness, and spirit of government.’’
Besides, he felt an unwillingness to put himself ‘¢ into
an incapacity to pursue ’’ his studies and writing, an
unavoidable condition if he undertook to ‘‘ go through
the same course of employ in the office of a president,
that Mr. Burr did.”’ He felt, moreover, that his train-

1 Letter of October 19, 1757, in his “ Works,” New York, 1844,
Vol. 1, p. 49, ete.
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ing had not been broad enough to enable him to teach
the subjects demanded of a president. He was short
in mathematics and the Greek classics, his Greek being
limited to the New Testament. But he would be willing
to take upon himself the duty of a president ‘‘ so far as
it consisted in the general inspection of the whole so-
ciety,”’ and would be subservient to the authorities of
the institution, i.e., the trustees, as to the ‘‘ order and
method of study and instruction,’’ assisting ‘¢ as dis-
cretion should direct and occasion serve ’’ in the instrue-
tion of the arts and sciences, especially to the senior
class, He would gladly lecture on divinity to graduate
students and others, proposing questions for discussion
and written reports. He did not care, however, to teach
the languages, which would ‘‘ now be out of my way,”’
save perhaps Hebrew, which he was willing to teach so
as to improve himself.

One suspects that with all his intellectual pre-eminence
Mr. Edwards, constitutionally and temperamentally,
would not have proved a very successful president on
the administrative side. Certain procedures of his at
Northampton indicate that he lacked somewhat in dis-
cretion and in practical wisdom. A giant in the realm
of thought, he was neither a general scholar nor an
executive, and the College needed just then as its head
a man more interested in education than in theology.
On the other hand, it must be remembered that had
Edwards lived, mediocre executive though he might have
been, he could not have helped becoming a tremendous
intellectual force in the College and an incomparable
stimulus to students who came beneath his sway. Nor
may it be forgotten that the mere fact of his acceptance
of the presidency and his entrance upon its duties
brought unique distinetion to the College by conferring
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upon it, through association, the luster of one of the
world’s loftiest minds.

Mr. Edwards accepted the election, and, reaching
Princeton at the end of January, 1758, qualified as presi-
dent on February 16 at the meeting of the board which
he attended. A week later he was inoculated for small-
pox, and on March 22 he died. During the five brief
weeks of his incumbency he preached in the college
chapel and met the class in divinity. A list of theo-
logical questions which he propounded for discussion
and report is still extant. But beyond this he did little
or nothing. There was some force, therefore, in Dr.
MecCosh’s criticism of Oliver Wendell Holmes’ famous
line in the Poem delivered at the two hundred and
fiftieth anniversary of the founding of Harvard College.
For, granting that Jonathan Edwards, had he lived,
might have ‘‘ stamped his iron heel ’’ on ‘‘ Princeton’s
sands ’’ (wherever they may be), he was not in Prince-
ton long enough to leave any impress at all on the Col-
lege. In fact, some years after his death it was remarked
with serious regret by certain ecclesiastical critics that
recent Princetonian candidates for the ministry were not
showing a sufficient understanding of ‘¢ Calvinistic lib-
erty,”’ a doctrinal calamity which would not have hap-
pened had Mr. Edwards lived, and it was suggested that
Edwards on this subject be made a text-book for the
senior class. Princeton has naught to show for his
administration, save the glory of his name on its roll
. of presidents, his tomb in the village graveyard, and the
sheet of paper mentioned above—and the latter un-
fortunately the University does not own.

Put to it again, the board in April, 1758, elected to
the presidency, but not unanimously, the Reverend James
Lockwood of Weathersfield, Connecticut. Like the first
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three presidents, he was a Yale graduate. Samuel
Davies of Virginia and Samuel Finley of Pennsylvania
were also mentioned. Mr. Lockwood declined, and the
board gave a majority vote to Davies; but party spirit
ran high; Finley was a Log College alumnus; the trus-
tees were divided, and Davies too declined, so the matter
was laid over until the next year! In May, 1759, both
Davies and Finley were renominated, and at length the
former was elected. He was at this time thirty-six
years old. ,

A condemned eriminal could not have approached his
doom with more fear and trembling than did Mr. Davies
approach his new responsibilities. ‘¢ A Tremour still
seizes me,’’ he wrote while waiting for commencement,
when he was to be inaugurated, ‘‘ A Tremour still seizes
me at the Tho't of my Situation; and sometimes I can
hardly believe it is a reality, but only a frightful por-
tentous Dream.’’ Fearsomely he had taken up the work
on his arrival at Princeton, and, although he had found
himself the head of ‘‘ a peaceable management,’’ he
thought he knew human nature too well to flatter him-
self with expectations of a continuance of peace. He
was in a state of panic. But he retained presence of
mind enough to fortify his soul with such physical com-
forts as the evil times afforded, and he ended his letter
by asking his correspondent, a trustee, to send him a
supply of claret and beer, forty pounds of candles, with
two candlesticks and snuffers, one large china bowl, and
an English cheese, and he hopes to see him at com-
mencement, though ‘¢ that will be the terrible Day of
my Mortification.”’2? The other side of the picture is
given by Mr. Joseph Treat, the college tutor, who was

1 N. J. Hist. Soc. Proceedings, Vol. VI, g 172.
s N. J. Hist. Soc. Proceedings, Vol. I, p. 77.
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writing just the day before in very different tone, that
things were going on ‘‘ in a pleasing uniformity. Mr.
Davies is much loved and respected by all. His per-
suasion is irresistible. His forcible eloquence carries
all before it.”’

Of course, the president’s fears were groundless.
Nothing happened at commencement to mortify him, and
in December he had to make the encouraging, though
reluctant, admission that things were still going
‘¢ Smooth and easy; and we seem at least to have so
much Goodness as to love one another.’’

At their first meeting with President Davies the trus-
tees agreed to consider means for enlarging the funds
of the College and extending its usefulness, and it was
decided to raise the standard of the bachelor’s degree.
Ten years had elapsed since the regulations for degrees
had been drawn, and the president was ordered to pre-
pare a new set. The problem of increasing the funds
baffled the committee to which it was referred, and con-
gideration was postponed. It was much easier to raise
the standards. A beginning was made by adding arith-
metic to freshman entrance requirements; residence of
two years was to be exacted normally of all candidates
for the bachelor’s degree, or if a candidate presented
himself at the public examination held at commencement
he would be admitted to the degree, provided he were
successful in the examination and paid two years’ tuition
fees. Candidates for any other class than the freshman
would be received not on examination, but on actual
trial of two weeks, and would remain in the advanced
class or drop back into a lower one according to their
showing in the trial.

The spirit in which the master’s degree was to be
administered may be gathered from the following pre-



LIBRARY 55

amble to the regulation: ‘‘ The different Degrees . . .
conferred successively at different Periods suppose a
proportional Increase of literary Merit, & consequently
a sufficient Time of Residence in College for the further
prosecution of Study, and a proper previous Examina-
tion to discover the Improvement of the Candidates.
And when they are promiscuously distributed as carsory
Formalities after the usual Interval of Time without
any previous Evidence of suitable Qualifications, they
sink into Contempt as insignificant Ceremonies, and
no longer answer their original Design ’’; therefore,
candidates for the master’s degree would be required to
reside in college for one week preceding commencement
and to stand examination the day before commencement
in the branches directly connected with ¢‘ that Profes-
sion of life which they have entered upon or have in
view.”’

Mr. Davies’ first terrors had soon vanished and he
now found himself easily grasping the tasks of the
presidency. When the trustees directed him to draw up
and print a catalogue of the college library, he wrote a
preface which reveals his clear understanding of the
need of tools of scholarship ‘‘ in a Country where Books
are so scarce, and private Libraries so poor and few ’’;
a survey of the catalogue would show friends how lack-
ing Nassau Hall was in this indispensable feature—*¢ few
modern Authors, who have unquestionably some Ad-
vantage above the immortal Ancients, adorn the Shelves.
This Defect is most sensibly felt in the study of Mathe-
maties and the Newtonian Philosophy, in which the Stu-
dents have very imperfect Helps, either from Books or
Instruments.’’ There were about twelve hundred vol-
umes in the library, four hundred and seventy-five of
which were Governor Belcher’s gift. The catalogue
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was printed in 1760 at Woodbridge, New Jersey, by
James Parker.

Permission to substitute psalmody for Seripture read-
ing at college vespers was given in 1760, and was prob-
ably due as much to President Davies’ own taste and
insistence as to the influence of James Lyon, one of
America’s earliest musicians and a graduate of the class
of 1759. To accommodate this distinet innovation, the
‘“‘ small tho’ exceeding Good ’’ organ was purchased
which is mentioned in the official ‘‘ Account of the Col-
lege of New Jersey,”’ published in 1764. Ezra Stiles is
authority for the statement that this organ was the first
used in an American Presbyterian place of worship;
and he makes an interesting comment on its installation:
‘¢ I thought it an innovation of ill consequence, & that
the Trustees were too easily practised upon. They were
[soon?] a little sick of it. The organ has been disused
for sundry years, & never was much used.”’* This was
written in 1770. Whether the organ was used or not,
it is certain that for several years after this date there
was singing in the prayer-hall at vespers.

Up to this time, the only ornament in the prayer-hall
had been Governor Belcher’s portrait and coat of arms
and his pictures of British sovereigns. In January,
1761, an important addition was made to the collection
by the arrival of a full-length portrait of George II, on
whose recent death President Burr preached a memo-
rable sermon (his last public address), and Mr. Sam-
uel Blair, a graduate of the class of 1760 and then
studying divinity, delivered an oration. Mr. James
Parker of Woodbridge printed both of these productions.
The occasion, January 14, seems to have been a memo-

‘l‘;zl:iterary Diary,” New York, 1901, Vol. I, p. 68; Vol. III,
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rial day in honor of the late King.! The painting had
reached Princeton on January 8. Sixteen years later,
almost to a day, on January 3, 1777, it was shot from
its frame during the battle of Princeton, and seven
years still later the portrait of Washington by Peale was
inserted in the original frame and is to-day the most
valued and historic painting in the University collec-
tion.

President Davies left indelible impress on the spirit
of the institution. He raised the standard of degrees;
he initiated the practice that lasted one hundred and
thirty years of having the senior class deliver public
orations once a month. An orator himself and a poet,
as American poets went in those days, he turned the
attention of the College to English composition and to
declamation ; he endeavored to add some touch of attrac-
tiveness to compulsory college worship by introducing
singing. Perhaps his Welsh blood is to be thanked for
his ardent love of music. In the diary of his trip to
England, in 1753, he notes that the bells of London town
were ringing on Christmas morning as he landed from
the ship that brought him over, and they seemed to him
‘¢ the most manly, strong and noble music ’’ he had ever
heard. It was in a note to a sermon preached in 1755,
after Braddock’s defeat, that he penned the well-known
prophetic passage: ‘‘ I may point ouf to the public that
heroie youth, Colonel Washington, whom I cannot but
hope Providence has hitherto preserved in so signal a
manner for some important service.”” And the touch
of imagination in his nature that made him an orator
and a poet would have made him a great president. The

* The painter and the donor of the portrait are not known.
Maclean is certainly mistaken in saying it was a gift from Gov-
ernor Belcher.
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spirit that would have marked his administration had
he lived pervades the baccalaureate he preached in Sep-
tember, 1760, his second and last, and the only one he
published. The experience of his early days in Vir-
ginia had made him an eager defender of civil and reli-
gious liberty, a thorough patriot in the colonial sense
of the word, and his address to his graduating class
on *‘ Religion and Public Spirit ’ is shot through with
the light of the new Americanism. Whether they be-
came ministers, or lawyers, or doctors, or chose the
serene and quiet pleasures of private life in retirement,
‘‘ whatever, I say, be your Place . . . imbibe and cher-
ish a public spirit. Serve your generation. Live not for
yourselves but the public. Be the servants of the
Church; the servants of your country; the servants of
all. . . . Esteem yourselves by so much the more happy,
honourable and important, by how much the more use-
ful you are. Let your own ease, your own pleasure,
your own private interests, yield to the common good.’’
And further on is the reminder that ‘‘ a college educa-
tion does only lay the foundation; on which to build
must be the business of your future life.’”” In choosing
a profession he advises his hearers to follow their natu-
ral inclination and to consult the public good—*‘ fix
upon that which is most agreeable to your natural Turn,
which in some measure is equal to your Abilities, and
may be more conducive to the service of your genera-
tion.”” And, pleading for alumni loyalty, he begs his
hearers not to let Alma Mater drop entirely out of mind.
It is an unmistakable mark of his clear-sightedness that
he should ask for the alumni loyalty on which the ma-
jority of privately endowed colleges must depend—the
loyalty that is not satisfied with merely looking back-
ward, but which reaches forward, expectant of the
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future, loyalty to a living and ambitious hope based on
an honored past.

President Davies died of pneumonia in February,
1761, having been president a little over eighteen months.
Bom in Delaware in 1724, of Welsh descent and hum-
ble parentage, he had been trained in Samuel Blair’s
school at Faggs Manor in Pennsylvania. Bereavement
had cast a shadow over his early life, and yet his desire
to serve his church was so great that when he went
down to Virginia and settled as a missionary near Rich-
mond he soon gained an influence greater than that of
any other preacher in the region. According to some, he
was the animating soul of the whole dissenting interest
in Virginia and North Carolina. Here was a man of
singular charm and persuasiveness. As a pulpit orator
he was probably unequaled in his day. His sermons were
more read than those of any divine for half a century
after his death. Nine editions of his works were issued
in England before the close of the eighteenth century,
and four American editions were exhausted before the
middle of the nineteenth. That he had not only over-
come his fears for himself, but had surpassed the hopes
of his best friends, is amply shown in the letters of the
time. ‘‘ You can hardly conceive what prodigious un-
common gifts Heaven had bestowed on that man,’’ wrote
Mr. David Bostwick of New York to Dr. Joseph Bel-
lamy ; and the most eloquent testimony to public opinion
of him is found in the action of the people of Phila-
delphia, who subscribed £95 per annum for five years
to complete the education of his three sons at Prince-
ton, while Philadelphia and New York friends raised
between £400 and £500 for his widow and two
daughters.

President Davies’ successor was the Reverend Sam-
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uel Finley, who had been a trustee from 1746 to 1748,
and again from 1751, and who had been nominated for
the presidency on Mr. Edwards’ death. A quorum of
trustees hurriedly collected by express messengers
elected him in June, 1761, and in July he reached Prince-
ton and was received in the prayer-hall by the College
with proper ceremony.! He delivered his Latin inaugu-
ral at commencement,*‘ and the Composition was made
up with such Purity of Diction ; flowing and harmonious
Periods; the Pronunciation so exact and elegant that
no one but so great a Master of the Roman Language
as this Gentleman evidently is, could have effected it.’’ 2

Dr.” Finley’s administration showed no striking
changes in the requirements for admission or in the
course of study. He did nothing toward extending the
improvements suggested by Davies, and at the end of
his administration it was boldly asserted in some quar-
ters that since Burr’s death no advance had been made.
Nevertheless, by 1764 there were one hundred and twenty
students in college, and it was officially stated that if
the increase continued at the rate of the last three years
an additional building would be a necessity. The
pamphlet in which this statement occurs was the account
of the College which for several years the board had
been planning to publish. President Finley was re-
quested to take it up, but he turned the task over to
Mr. Samuel Blair, the orator on George II and now a
college tutor, and it was published in 1764 by Mr.
Parker at Woodbridge, the best contemporary state-
ment that we possess of the history, curriculum, and
life of the College.

! New Jersey Archives, 1st series, Vol. XX, p. 596.

* Penna. Journal, October 8, 1761. New Jersey Archives, 1si
series, Vol. XX, p. 616.
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But while President Finley made no marked changes
in the curriculum, he instituted in the three lower
classes a system of quarterly examinations and he im-
proved the efficiency of the preparation obtainable at the
grammar school by establishing in 1763, under a separate
master, an English department to teach ¢ young lads to
write well, to cipher, and to pronounce and read the

. English tongue with accuracy and precision.”’ The chief
endeavor of the grammar school had hitherto been the
acquisition of the rudiments of Latin and Greek, ‘‘ the

- graces of a good delivery,”’ and *‘ improving handwrit-

ing,’’ to which art a small portion of each day had been
devoted.* The presence of the English school was before
long voted ‘‘ an inconvenience,’’ and it was ordered that
it be carried on outside of the College.

In 1764, through hidden influence not explained, the
provincial legislature was at last induced to authorize

a lottery for the benefit of the College.? It was drawn

! The grammar school had been begun by Mr. Burr in Newark
and had been brought to Princeton by him and, by special vote
of the board, had under each administration been the special care
and perquisite of the president. It was for this school that Burr
had prepared a Latin grammar known as the “ Newark Gram-
mar ” which, in its second edition, was published by the trustees
¢ principally for the Use of the Grammar School at Nassau Hall ”
and was recommended to all who intended to send their sons to
Princeton.

* The first lottery for the benefit of the College was drawn at
Philadelphia in July, 1748. In 1750 another was advertised to
be drawn in April, for which 8,000 tickets were sold at 30s. each,
the prizes being worth from 2s. 10d. to £500, from which a twalve
and a half per cent. deduction was to be made to net the Col-
lege £1,600. In 1753 a lottery was announced to be drawn
at Stamford, Connecticut, called the Connecticut lottery, for
which 8,888 tickets at 30s. were to be offered. This lottery
was postponed a year and then apparently given up. In 1758 a
fourth lottery was planned to raise £600, but did not get beyond
preliminary stages. The next was held at Philadelphia in Sep-
tember, 1761, when 10,000 tickets were put on sale at * four
dollars” each. Then followed Finley’s lottery of 1764. The
seventh and last was held in 1772 at New Castle, Delaware, and
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in Nassau Hall, 13,333 tickets at 30s. each being offered.
The legislature had authorized a lottery to raise not
more than £3,000, and the manager of the lottery
planned to clear £2,999 18s. 6d., or eighteenpence short
of the limit. As most of the tickets were sold on credit,
prize-winners were requested to ‘‘ forbear ’’ demanding
their money for a few weeks, as ‘‘ some time will be
necessarily required to collect the Cash.’”” Much of that
cash still remained uncollected in 1767.2

New presidents had followed one another to the head-
ship of the College scarcely faster than new governors
had come to the troubled province. But the successive
arrivals of representatives of the Crown had afforded
the trustees of the College opportunities of expressions
of policy which were significant in form as well as in
content. The humble address of the trustees to each
new governor, as the constituted president of the board,
indicates clearly the broad view they were taking of
the purpose of the College. President Davies, speaking
for the faculty at a reception to Governor Boone in
Nassau Hall in July, 1760, assured his excellency that
‘‘ we shall continue with the utmost assiduity to instill
into young minds such principles as thro’ the blessing
of Heaven form the Scholar, the Patriot, and the Chris-
was known as the Delaware Lottery. In this lottery a controversy
arose over one of the large prizes, which apparently the college au-
thorities could not pay owing to a lack of ready cash. The matter
was still pending in 1780, and was eventually compromised. These
disagreeable circumstances led to the abandonment of the lottery
method of raising funds, although the ethical objection does not
seem to have carried any weight. In President Green’s time the
state legislature was petitioned to allow another lottery for the
College, and refused. Since then the public has not been invited
to sgend its money on Princeton in just that way. As the treas-
urer’s books have been destroyed, no record of the actual results
to the College is available.

1 See New Jersey Archives, 1st series, Vols. XII, XIX, XX,
XXIV, XXV, passim.
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tian.”” Two years later the board assured Governor
Hardy that the ‘‘ general Principle of preparing youth
for public service in Church and State, and making them
useful members of Society, without concerning ourselves
about their particular religious denomination is our
Grand Idea.”” And in 1763, when Governor Franklin
appeared at his first Princeton commencement, the
board repeated that they had endeavored to conduct the
College ‘‘ in such a manner as to make it of the most
general and extensive usefulness. Qur idea is to send
into the World good Scholars and successful Members
of Society.”” The form of these addresses shows a grow-
ing change of attitude toward the Crown. Ome does
not have to be reminded that the times were times of
political unrest, and in Nassau Hall there was already
stirring a spirit which foretold the exciting days to come.
The address of the president and tutors to Governor
Franklin on his visit to Princeton in March, 1763, in-
forms him that the design and tendency of the College
was ‘‘ to promote the general Good of mankind, by
forming our Pupils for the Service of their Country ’’
and assures him that they will ¢ instil into their Minds,
Principles of Loyalty to the best of Kings, a firm At-
tachment to the most excellent British Constitution and
a Sacred Regard to the Cause of Religion and Liberty.”’
But it is significant, as Dr. DeWitt has pointed out,’
" that in the trustees’ address that September they omit-
ted the customary protestation of loyalty; the Crown
is not even mentioned. The address is so short that it
verges on curtness; and it closes with a perfunctory
expression of cordial wishes for the governor’s public
and domestic happiness, and for his peace, comfort, and

1 ¢ Princeton College Administrations in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury,” Presby. and Ref. Rev., July, 1897, p. 408.
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usefulness in the administration of the province—
wishes whose realization he was to need sadly in the
coming thirteen years of his service. And the under-
graduates did not lag behind the trustees in the new sen-
timent of the times. Of the commencement exerciges in
1765, for example, the Pennsylvania Journal remarked
‘‘ we cannot but do the young gentlemen the justice to
observe that such a spirit of liberty and tender regard
for their suffering country breathed in their several
performances, as gave an inexpressible pleasure to a
very crowded assembly.”’ Among the exercises on the
programme were an oration on ‘‘ Liberty,”’ pronounced
by Mr. Jacob Rush; a dialogue also on ‘‘ Liberty,”’ and
the valedictory had as its subject, ¢‘ Patriotism.”” The
graduating class agreed to appear on the commencement
platform in clothes of American manufacture, and they
persuaded their undergraduate fellows to follow their
example.

The trustees in 1766 drew up an address to His
Majesty for his ‘‘ gracious condescension in repealing
the Stamp Act’’ and, ever mindful of the chance to
increase the equipment, added a petition for a grant of
60,000 acres of land in the Province of New York from
lands recently added from the Province of New Hamp-
shire. Mr. Richard Stockton, the Princeton lawyer and
now a trustee, presented the address and petition at
London. The address was graciously received by His
Majesty ; and the petition was comfortably pigeonholed
in the Plantation Office, and has only recently been dis-
interred among the papers of the Privy Council Office.
Its authors never heard of it again.

Except for this and a proposal to appoint a Dutch
professor of divinity, a proposal no sooner made than
laid on the table, the records of President Finley’s ad-
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ministration are largely those of quiet growth in the
student body, and of improvements to college property
and equipment, such as planting shade trees,' two of
which are still thriving in the yard of the dean of the
faculty’s house; digging an additional college well;
building a new kitchen; providing a fire engine, lad-
ders, and buckets; charging a small sum quarterly for
enlarging the library; requiring each entering student
to give bond for punctual payment of his fees and
charges, and similar minor but useful matters. Dr. Fin-
ley enjoyed reputation abroad; he had taught for many
years—his acaderiy at Nottingham was one of the early
famous schools—he was the first Princeton officer and
the second American divine to receive an honorary
degree from a British university, Glasgow conferring on
him the degree of doctor of divinity. But he was prob-
ably already in the grip of mortal disease when he be-
came president, and in July, 1766, he died at Philadel-
phia, whither he had gone for medical aid, and where
he was buried. He and Mr. Dickinson are the two de-
ceased presidents of the College not lying in the Prince-
ton graveyard. His death closes the Colonial Period in
the history of Princeton University.

2 These are the trees which it has so often been said were
planted to commemorate the repeal of the Stamp Act. But
unless one ascribe to the trustees the gift of prophecy the claim

can have no justification. The trees were ordered the year before
the Stamp Act was repealed.
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THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD

Presidency of Witherspoon. The Revolution. Campus Happen-
ings. The Continental Congress at Princeton. The College
Iil:ﬂder Witherspoon. Princeton and the South. Witherspoon’s

uence.

PRrINCETON’s president during the Revolutionary
period was unlike any of his predecessors. Not win-
some like Burr, nor so intellectual as Edwards, nor so
finished a speaker as Dickinson or Davies, and lacking
even the teacher’s experience that Finley possessed, he
was nevertheless to be a stronger and more effective man
than any of these, 8 man to whom the headship of the
College was to be only one of several opportunities for
virile leadership. The colonial presidents belonged to a
different age; they were of a different stripe. Under the
guidance of any one of them, with the possible exception
of Davies, the College would have emerged from the
storm of the Revolution in very different fashion, if in-
deed it would have emerged at all. Even granting that
the preparation of young men for public affairs as well
as for the church had been their interpretation of the
purpose of the College, Davies alone seems to have
shown any genuine insight into the possible relations of
the College to the future of the colonies or any clear
prevision of its potential national destiny. To the
colonial presidents their office was a more than solemn
matter; it was almost melancholy. They were unable to
rise above it, and with the exception of Edwards, who
never completely donned the presidential harness, the

66
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labors and responsibilities of the office sent each to an
early grave. Dickinson died at the age of fifty-nine, after
a presidency of less than a year; Burr at forty-one, after
a presidency of ten years; Davies at thirty-eight after
eighteen months, and Finley at fifty-one after five years
as president. Dr. Witherspoon’s administration was to
differ from those of his predecessors in temper, in
breadth of contact with current affairs, in effectiveness,
and in length. Its history is inseparably bound up with
the story of his own multifarious activities.

Any unbiased contemporary observer appraising the
standing and prospects of the College in 1766 would
have admitted that it was no longer the uncertain proj-
ect of a handful of enthusiasts, but had grown into a
permanent enterprise. Already it had on its roster of
presidents a series of names which were guarantee of
high purpose, and it was by common consent agreed to
be the leading educational institution with which at
least American Presbyterianism was concerned. 'Whether
it had measured up to expectations during the twenty
years of its existence depended on the point of view.
If it had failures to regret, they were due largely to
lack of the funds necessary to more ambitious achieve-
ment.

‘When Dr. Finley died the schism in the Presbyterian
Church had been healed outwardly and the two rival
synods of New York and Philadelphia were once more
united, the former representing the ‘‘ New Side,’’ the
latter the ‘‘ Old Side,”’ and together composing the
Synod of New York and Philadelphia. The Old Side
party had never had any share in the management of
the College. The affluence and importance of its mem-
bers seemed to justify representation and the death of
President Finley afforded the opportunity they sought.
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They, therefore, prepared what on the face of it ap-
peared to be a very generous proposal. Briefly stated,
in return for the election of a president of their choos-
ing and the appointment of a genuine faculty of pro-
fessors—something the College had not yet been able
to afford, tutors being the only assistanee the presidents
had received—they would guarantee financial help for
a term of years and the immediate collection of other
funds. The plan was to be sprung on the board of
trustees at the meeting in 1766, at which a successor to
Finley would be elected. But it leaked out, and the
trustees took prompt action. They valued their free-
dom more than the prospect of funds; after twenty
years of possession they did not intend to let the Col-
lege slip out of their grasp. Lurking behind the offer
was the specter of synodical control, which was directly
antagonistic to the spirit of the founders. And when
the Philadelphia overture, backed by an impressive dele-
gation of lay and clerical supporters, was brought to
Princeton to be laid before the board, its advocates dis-
covered that the trustees had already chosen a presi-
dent, and that, while appreciating the generosity
of the Old Side’s financial offer, they felt it inadvis-
able to elect a faculty of professors until the money
to pay their salaries was actually in the College
treasury.

By what process the trustees had come to elect as
their head John Witherspoon, minister of the gospel at
Paisley in Scotland, has never been learned. The choice
seems to indicate that they had decided it was time to
inject mew vitality into the presidency. They had
watched four presidents die in less than nine years; it
is recorded that they saw no satisfactory candidates in
the American church; and it had not taken them long
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to find their man in the Scottish church. His name was
known to most American divines as that of a leader of
the conservative party in the Scottish General Assembly;
he was the author of a few strongly evangelical
sermons and of two or three strictly orthodox theological
treatises; an essay of his, replying to Lord Kames and
defending what was eventually to be the Secottish phi-
losophy of realism, had reached those who subscribed to
the Scots Magazine and who were admitted to the secret
of his pseudonym ; and he had shown in a piece of satire
on his oppenents in the Church of Scotland, which went
through several editions, that he had a keen sense of
humor. That the trustees of 1767 were attracted by this
last quality it would be worse than foolish to assert;
rather were they caught by the fact that Dr. Wither-
spoon was a graduate of Edinburgh in arts and theology,
that St. Andrews had made him a doctor of divinity,
that he was a man of undoubted piety, of strict or-
thodoxy, and of marked pastoral ability. Whether he
had any special gifts as a teacher or as an academic
administrator seems to have been considered negligible;
if he possessed them he had never had an opportunity
for their display. But it was known that he had exer-
cised unusual influence over the young people in his
parishes ; and his prominence in the councils of the Scot-
tish church was guarantee of his mental equipment. In
addition to his intellectual and moral qualifications, the
activity of his career suggested that he was of tougher
physical fiber than the average Princeton president had
shown himself to be; and, with all due submission to
the will of an inserutable Providence, the frequency of
breakdown and premature death in the headship of the
College must have become discouraging to even the most
patient members of the board.
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The Philadelphians took their defeat in good part,
most generous of all being Dr. Francis Allison, who had
been slated for the presidency. It was almost unani-
mously conceded that, if Dr. Witherspoon proved to be
made of the right stuff, he might heal all the troubles
of American Presbyterianism; he would certainly be an
invaluable accession to the forces of the colonial non-
Anglican church; and his decision was awaited with
hopefulness by the majority and with curiosity by all.
To be sure, a petty and despicable attempt to influence
his decision unfavorably was made by one disgruntled
group, but Mr. Richard Stockton of the class of 1748,
who was in England, and Benjamin Rush of 1760, then
an emotional young Princetonian studying medicine at
Edinburgh, were able to set his mind at rest, and he
thought favorably of the offer. But Mrs. Wither-
spoon flatly refused to leave her native land, and
her dutiful husband was compelled to decline the
election.

At the October meeting of the board, in 1767, when
this decision was received the Philadelphia party re-
newed their proposal in regard to the appointment of a
faculty, and the trustees in conciliatory mood accord-
ingly elected three professors—Dr. Hugh Williamson of
Philadelphia, to the chair of mathematies and natural
philosophy ; the Reverend John Blair of Faggs Manor,
a trustee, to the chair of divinity and moral philosophy,
and to the chair of languages and logic young Mr.
Jonathan Edwards, a tutor, and the son of the former
president. The presidency itself, with the chair of rhet-

- . oriec and metaphysics, they gave to young Samuel Blair

of Boston, the former tutor and a nephew of the newly
elected professor of divinity. The understanding was
that these elections, saving the presidency, should not
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go into effect for a year, or until the board should be
able to supply the salaries: £125 for the professor of
languages and logic, £150 for the professor of mathe-
maties and natural philosophy, £175 for the professor
of divinity and moral philosophy, and £200 for the pro-
fessor of rhetoric and metaphysics—all salaries being
estimated in proclamation money. And to the trustee-
ship, left vacant by the appointment of Professor Blair,
they elected an Old Side representative, the Reverend
William Kirkpatrick of Amwell, New Jersey. Only one
of these professorships—that of divinity—was actually
occupied, and when Blair resigned the former plans were
laid over, and Dr. Witherspoon was given a clean slate
to fill.

Samuel Blair was twenty-six years old; he had been
graduated from Princeton in 1760, had been a tutor
under Finley for three years, and was the first alumnus
elected to the presidency. Hearing that there were
objections to him on account of his youth, he declined
the election, and the more gracefully since it was ru-
mored that Dr. Witherspoon might reconsider; for it
turned out that Mrs. Witherspoon had changed her
mind. Mr. Blair’s declination and Dr. Witherspoon’s
hint that he would accept a second election were re-
ceived together, and there was obviously only one thing
for the board to do. As a result, in August, 1768, Dr.
‘Witherspoon, with wife and family, landed at Phila-
delphia, and a few days later reached Princeton. The
tutors and students escorted him from the East and
‘West Jersey province line into the village, and Nassau .
Hall that night was illuminated with candles in every
window.

The president found the College needing at each
turn a leadership like the one he.discovered he had the
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power to supply. In 1767 the total financial resources
of the institution amounted to £2,815 3s. 5d., of which
only £950 was drawing interest; but with superb con-
fidence the board in 1768 fixed the president’s salary at
£350 proclamation money, equivalent to £206 sterling.
The College needed students and their tuition fees, and
it needed money gifts, hoth of which eould be obtained
only by seeking; it needed enlargement of eurriculum
and faculty as well as widening of clientle; it needed
business methods in its financial administration. Most
interesting to the stranger must have been the political
atmosphere in which he found himself plunged. A proe-
ess. was going on whose character is illustrated by the
fact that in 1761 one of the Princeton commencement
pieces had been ‘‘ The Military Glory of Great Britain,”’
while in 1771 a similar commencement piece was to be
‘‘ The Rising Glory of America.’” Between those dates -
lies the story of an awakening, the fullness of which Dr.
Witherspoon was to witness and in part help to produce.
He had led a party inm the Scottish church which was
fighting for popular rights against aristoeratic power,
against patronage, against ecclesiastical oppression; and
he found here a college whose undergraduates and offi-
cers, in spite of professed loyalty to the British Crown,
were growing steadily cooler toward it, and who were
openly indorsing at every commencement the new po-
litical theories of the colonies. He himself when he
reached America had no preconceived notions, save the
conventional British ones, as to the relation of Crown
to colony, and it is not within the province of these
pages to trace his development into a full-fledged pro-
gressive American. But he soon perceived that he had
fallen mwpon a bigger opportunity and was assuming
graver responsibility than he had expected. For the
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time being, he attended strictly to the business of the
College. The financial situation received his immediate
consideration. Careless of precedent, he was a century
in advanee of his time in recognizing that an American
college head could not stay at home in his study. He
saw at once that the reputation which had preceded him
was valuable stock in trade which could be turmed to
advantage, and he had scarcely unpacked the three
hundred volumes he brought over for the -college
library before he began the series of tours up and
down the colonies which was not to end save with his
life.

Before he started on his first foraging expedition—on
which he wrung over £1,000 from Boston alone—he laid
hold on the newly re-established grammar school in
Nassau Hall and took steps to improve its efficiency.
Finding a man of the right stripe in young William
Churchill Houston of the college senior class, he in-
stalled him as master, kept him under supervision,
taught him new methods, introduced new text-books and
new studies. Enlisting the power of the press, and
without sacrifice of dignity, he assumed a similar
paternal attitude toward the public and began the novel
practice of taking that public into his confidence on
the matter of elementary education, by open letters
to the newspapers suggesting to parents, guardians, and
schoolmasters methods to pursue in preparing boys for
his college. In these letters there was a dash of inex-
tinguishable humor, the gift no Princeton president had
had before him, the gift none was to have for a century
after him. He had the knack of inspiring confidence,
and the material results were immediate in the increase
of students and the acquisition of funds.

The college equipment in experimental science was
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also given speedy attention, and in 1769, ‘‘ the Board
having taken into consideration the great want of a
Philosophical Apparatus for the use of the Students in
this College in Natural Philosophy of which it has long
been destitute,”’ a committee of seven members of the
board was empowered to order £250 worth of apparatus.
The following spring, unaided, the president negotiated
with Mr. David Rittenhouse for his celebrated orrery,
the most marvelous contrivance of the age, and brought
it to Princeton, chuckling softly at the chagrin of the
authorities of the College of Philadelphia who had

thought the prize already theirs. '

Professor Blair having resigned the chair of divinity,
Dr. Witherspoon assumed its duties and entered at once
on plans for enlarging the faculty along the lines con-
templated before his arrival ; and in 1771 a humble start
was made by establishing a chair of mathematics and
natural philosophy and placing William Churchill
Houston in charge.

A vigorous campaign in the West Indies was mext
planned, and for it the president wrote his well-known
‘“ Address,”’* speedily finding himself involved in a
warm newspaper controversy on account of it. But it
was all so much grist for his mill. Boys were coming
to his grammar school and students to his college ; money
was being gathered through the colonies by individuals,
by churches, by presbyteries; the College was becoming
widely known, and it seemed as if his plans for expan-
sion were in a fair way to be realized, when 1776 arrived
and with that fateful year not only a halt to progress,
but the practical annihilation of the resources of the
College and the ruin of its material equipment.

1¢ Address to the Inhabitants of Jamaica and Other West India
Islands,” Philadelphia, 1772.
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The blow that the Revolution dealt Princeton did not
fall without warning. At the first commencement over
which Dr. Witherspoon presided he had heard ominous
political propositions discussed on the platform by the
young men to whom he was to give diplomas. Com-
mencement oratory during his régime became so pro-
nounced in its anti-British tone that more than once it
drew forth public remonstrance from objectors whose
loyalty to the mother country could not brook the
radical sentiments of the new ¢ patriotism,’’ and least of
all when they proceeded out of the mouths of academic
babes and sucklings, taught by a man but lately landed
on American soil. Dr. Witherspoon soon heard himself
accused of teaching disloyalty to his pupils. That he
looked over their orations is indubitable; college law
required it, and public speaking held prominent place
in his theory of the curriculum; he even wrote some
of their Latin discourses, for at Princeton in those
days, as perhaps elsewhere, commencement orations
were not expected to be the original production of their
speakers. But student interest in public affairs was not
confined to the rostrum. Dr. Witherspoon had been in
office just two years when he witnessed a typical scene
on the campus. One day in July, 1770, the letter of the
recreant New York merchants, inviting Philadelphia
merchants to follow their example in breaking the non-
importation agreement, came through Princeton. The
undergraduates seized it and, ¢‘ fired with a just Indig-
nation on reading the infamous Letter, ... at the
tolling of the College Bell, went in Procession to a Place
fronting the College, and burnt the Letter by the Hands
of a Hangman, hired for the Purpose, with hearty
Wishes, that the Names of all Promoters of such a daring
Breach of Faith, may be blasted in the Eyes of every
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Lover of Liberty, and their Names handed down to
Posterity as Betrayers of their Country.”’*

At commencement that September the entire gradu-
ating class again proudly wore American cloth, accord-
ing to a unanimous decision reached in July and duly
commented on in the New York Gazetie of July 3032;
and the orations were more than usually pointed. The
occasion was marked by ‘¢ grandeur and Decorum,’’ de-
clared a writer in the Peansylvania Gazette. ‘‘ That
truly noble and patriotic Spirit which inflames the
Breasts of those who are the real Lovers of their Coun-
try seems already implanted in theirs [the students’].
. .. What too sanguine Hopes can we have of those
Gentlemen, and such Principles so early instilled in
them! ”’

When in due course the tea question came up the
students expressed their opinion just as plainly, and
one night in January, 1774; burst into the college store-
room, seized the winter’s supply of tea, raided the stu-
dents’ rooms for private stores, and, gathering all they
found, made a bonfire of it in front of Nassau Hall,
with an effigy of Governor Hutchinson of Massachusetts
at the heart of the pile to give it body as well as mean-
ing, the college bell tolling again, and the boys making
‘‘ many spirited resolves.’’ ®

It does not appear that Dr. Witherspoon attempted
to check these evidences of youthful enthusiasm. In fact,
by this time he had become an American, as he put

! Letter from Princeton, July 18, 1779, in New York Gazette,
July 18, 1770. New Jersey Archives, 1st series, Vol. XXVII, p.
203.

s N. J. Archives, 1st ser., Vol. XXVII, p. 209.

# Letter of C. C. Beatty, class of 1775, to Enoch Green, Jan.
31, 1774. Library of Princeton University.
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it, and was keeping in close touch with the progress
of ideas and events. During the summer of 1774 the
delegates to the Congress of that September came from
the north and east through Princeton on their way to
Philadelphia, and one of them, Mr. John Adams, has
left in his diary an oft-quoted account of the impres-
sions he gained of the political sentiments of the Col-
lege and its president. In the following May the latter
wrote for the Committee of the Synod to the congrega-
tions within its bounds the admirable ‘¢ Pastoral Letter *’
on the political situation; in September he preached his
trerchant baccalaureate on ‘¢ Christian Magnanimity,’’
and in May, 1776, his well-known fast-day sermon on
the ‘‘ Dominion of Providence,”’ wherein for the first
time he publicly defined his position; and later that
month, with four other clergymen, he allowed himself to
be named as a candidate for election to the Provincial
Congress of New Jersey, much to the displeasure of
those who felt that ministers should not meddle with
-politics. He had scarcely taken his seat as a delegate
in this body when he found himself chosen, not unwill-
ingly, a delegate from the Province of New Jersey to
the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, and for the
next six years he was more or less a college president
tn absentia.

He was in Congress when the resolution and the dec-
laration of independence were passed, and late that
summer he signed the engrossed copy of the latter docu-
ment. Nassau Hall was illuminated when the news of
the declaration of independence was read on the even-
ing of July 9, and independence was proclaimed amid
volleys of musketry and with universal acclamation. It
had been an exciting spring in College, and one suspects
that scant attention was paid to the business of educa-
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tion. The president was deep in politics, and frequently
away. Against his wishes—for he did not think the
time had yet arrived for college boys to join the army—
a company of volunteers had been formed among the
undergraduates and had marched away to enlist, some
of those who were seniors coming back for their degrees
at commencement. American troops passing through
the village had been quartered in unoccupied portions
of Nassau Hall and had added to the general confusion.
Professor Houston had accepted a captainecy in the
local militia and had been dividing his time between
collegiate and military duties. He resigned his com-
mission in August, 1777, for the interesting reason that
he found he could not give proper attention to his com-
pany on account of increased academic duties in the
absence of the president.

To him and to the tutors Dr. Witherspoon had in-
trusted the care of the College when he rode away in
July, 1776, to take his seat in Congress. His inten-
tion was to visit Princeton as often as he could, and
in carrying it out he was aided by his frequent appoint-
ment on congressional committees, whose work entailed
traveling. It was a rare journey that did not allow
him to turn up eventually at Princeton. One of his first
errands of this kind sent him to Washington’s camp
early in November, 1776. He saw enough into the fu-
ture to make him reach a prudent decision in regard
to the College; and as he came through Princeton on
his return, although the winter term had just opened,
he assembled the students in the prayer-hall, pointed .
out the gravity of their situation in the very path of
the oncoming British, and in a few solemn words dis-
banded College. A contemporary diary tells how hastily
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the students scattered,! and a letter of Dr. Witherspoon
to one of his sons describes how he bore his family away
to safety. A little later Nassau Hall fell an easy prey
to an enemy whose mood was plainly retaliatory. What
with its use as barracks and hospital, first by the British
and Hessians and, after the battle of Princeton, by every
passing body of American troops, five years were to
elapse before the authorities regained sole possession of
the building, and almost twice as many before they could
even partially make good the damage begun by the
enemy and completed by their successors. Workmen
were still employed on Nassau Hall when the nine-
teenth century dawned. On January 3, 1777, the date
of the battle of Princeton, Nassau Hall changed hands
three times. At dawn it was a British stronghold ; later
in the morning it was surrendered to Washington’s vie-
torious troops, who remained only long enough to seize
prisoners and destroy booty, leaving the building to be
reoccupied by the British, who had hastened back from
Maidenhead (Lawrenceville) and Trenton. And when
the enemy passed on in desperate hurry to reach New
Brunswick and the base of supplies, the battered shell
of a college building was left deserted for General Put-
nam with a large American force to occupy later in the
month as a barracks, a hospital, and a military prison.
During the closing engagement of the battle on Jan-
uary 3, a couple of round shot were fired at it by an

? One of them, James Ashton Bayard of the class of 1777, son
of Colonel John Bayard of Philadelphia, on his way home to his
parents was caught by a party of British troops, pronounced a
rebel and the son of a rebel, flung into a Philadelphia prison,
and condemned to be hanged as a spy. His mother secured an
interview with Sir William Howe, and Washington also inter-
vened; and at the last moment, as he stood awaiting his doom
with a halter around his neck, the boy was released. (J. G. Wil-
son, “Life of Col. John Bayard,” N. Y. Gen. and Biog. Record,
Vol. XVI, p. 60.)
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American battery commanded by Alexander Hamilton,
who, it is said, had as a would-be student once sought
to enter the college whose building he was now bombard-
ing. One of these shot ripped up the ceiling of the dis-
mantled prayer-hall, and another struck the portrait of
George 11, giving a last touch to the wreck of the apart-
ment.

Dr. Witherspoon endeavored to open college again in
May, 1777, announcing, however, that the session would
probably begin at a safer place than Princeton; but it
was not until July that exercises were resumed and
then with only a handful of students. Nassau Hall was
in such condition that recitations had to be held in the
president’s house, instruction being given by Professor
Houston and a tutor, with the president’s incidental as-
sistance. There was no money in the treasury for re-
pairs, and recitations continued in the president’s house
during the winter of 1777-78. During the year 1778-79
Mr. Houston carried on the teaching alone. Commence-
ment had been held as usual, but the conferring of de-
grees was postponed. Temporary repairs having been
begun, recitations in Nassau Hall were once more possi-
ble, and a few students were even able to live in the
building. In the spring of 1779 there were thirty boys
in the grammar school—clear testimony of public con-
fidence in Dr. Witherspoon; but for the greater part of
the year the number of undergraduates scarcely reached
double figures. There are no annual catalogues from
which to obtain the current roll of students; but in 1776
the graduating class had numbered twenty-seven; in
1777 it numbered seven; and during the next five years
it averaged six. After 1782 the size of the graduating
class slowly increased, averaging twenty, with the largest
class on record, thirty-seven, in 1792. In December,
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1779, the president’s son-in-law, Samuel Staphope Smith,
was added to the faculty as professor of moral phileso-
phy, Dr. Witherspoon relinquishing half his salary for
the purpose. In 1780 prespects brightened. Students
were coming to Princeton from various parts of the eoun-
try, and some even from the West Indies. In Oectober,
1780, there were seventeen or eighteen undergraduates,
besides sixty or seventy grammar scholars.! The presi-
dent and Professor Smith were now doing the teaching,
while Professor Houston took President Witherspoon's
place in Congress. In 1781 the trio shared the instruc-
tion, and after that date tutors were once more engaged.

But the College did not recover in Witherspoon’s time
from the material setback it had received. Investigation
showed that sixty-six per cent. of the moneys collected
by Temment and Davies was wiped out in the Revolu-
tion and a conservative estimate of all losses, including
damages, placed the total at not less than £10,000.
The financial management, moreover, had for years
been distinetly bad. Probably no system, however per-
fect, would have survived the war unscathed; but at
Princeton there seems to have been little or no system
at all. Interest was allowed on debts of the eorporation,
but frequently none was collected on debts due. No
effort was made to increase capital in bank. Arrearages
owed to the college were sometimes lost entirely beeause
prompt collection was neglected. The result was that -
current expenses were often paid out of capital; and this
condition had existed before the war. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that the story of the remaining years of
Dr. Witherspoon’s administration is the story of a con-
stant struggle to secure sufficient funds to rehabilitate
the college and to pay current salaries. Of the presi-

1 Ezra, Stiles, “ Literary Diary,” Vol. II, pp. 453, 488,
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dent’s own labors, of his personal sacrifices, of his gen-
erosities to needy students, this is not the place to speak;
such matters belong rather to his biographer. No better
testimony to the pitifully difficult situation could be
found than the description of the campus by Moreau de
St. Méry,* as he saw it in the spring of 1794, the last
year of Dr. Witherspoon’s life,—the ill-kept inclosure
overgrown with weeds and littered with the dung of cat-
tle that grazed on the rough turf,? the dismounted can-
non, the dilapidated condition of the brick wall separat-
ing campus from street, the appearance of general decay
and helpless poverty.

In the spring of 1782, when Nassau Hall ceased to be
regarded as public property, a large portion of the build-
ing was still untenantable. The grammar school was
housed in one room in the basement, and the refectory
was temporarily located in another, while the forty
students in residence occupied rooms in the central por-
tion of the edifice.?

The rest of the building was mostly bare partition
walls and heaps of fallen plaster. In an effort to get
funds from Europe, the board in the winter of 1783-84
sent the president to England. But he had been too
prominent in American affairs, his name had been
trumpeted through Great Britain as that of a traitor;
and he came back to Princeton with a balance of only
five pounds and a few shillings above his expenses. In

! “Voyage aux Etats Unis de l’Aménque, 1793-1798.” Edited
by S. L. Mims. New Haven, 1913, p. 116.

* The pasturing right was rented out and not until 1845 was
grazing and the driving of cattle through the campus to the
meadows beyond forbidden.

*“My Room, though not yet furnished,” wrote Peter Elmen-
dorf of the class of 1782 on his arrival in 1781 “is decent, clean
and nobly situated, we have the finest Pros t that ever can be
desired.” Letter in Library of Princeton University.
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a further effort to raise money, an extra two pounds
was levied on each student for room rent; Congress was
petitioned to make a liberal grant of western land—but
turned a deaf ear.

Money was, however, collected in trivial amounts, a
hundred dollars here and two hundred there. And with
supreme courage in the future the president began to
strengthen his faculty. Ashbel Green of 1783, later
the president of the college, was promoted in 1785 from
a tutorship to the professorship of mathematics and
natural philosophy, on the resignation of Houston. When
Green resigned in 1787 Dr. Witherspoon put in his place
Walter Minto, who had been educated at Edinburgh
and before he ever reached America had become a mathe-
matician of some note in Europe with astronomy as his
specialty, and who at this date was head of the Academy
at Flushing, Long Island. Meanwhile, the College was
growing again. In 1786 there were ninety undergradu-
ates and forty grammar scholars enrolled.! Dr. Wither-
spoon had come back from Europe in 1784 with heart as
brave as ever. In spite of blindness, domestic bereave-
ment, and private financial troubles, he continued public
duties in college, church, and state practically until the
year of his death. He presided at his last faculty meet-
ing in September, 1794, and two months later, suddenly
though not unexpectedly, died at Tusculum, the country
seat he had built near Princeton. His body lay in state
in Nassau Hall, and there the funeral exercises were
held.

Although the picturesque accidents of history that go
toward making local tradition cannot atone for academic
ill-fortune, the College in Witherspoon’s day at least
witnessed them in plenty. Princeton seemed to lie in-

! Ezra Stiles, “ Literary Diary,” Vol. III, p. 235.
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evitably in their path. Campus happenings like the
‘“ Princeton Tea Party > have been mentioned. In
August, 1776, the first legislature of New Jersey under
a state constitution met in the college library room above
the entrance to Nassau Hall. Here the first governor
of the State was inducted into office ; here the Great Seal
of the State was devised and adopted ; and here the legis-
lature sat until October. In November, 1777, the legis-
lature returned to Princeton and remained & year. The
council of safety orgamized by the provincial congress
in 1776 had frequently met at Princeton. In 1779, when
the Delaware chieftains came east to make their pact
with the Continental Congress, they passed on to Prince-
ton fo consult their friend and sponsor, Colonel George
Morgan, and pitched their camp on his side of the turf
wall separating his model farm ‘¢ Prospect ’’ from col-
lege grounds. As a result of this conference three Indian
boys, sons of chieftains, were left in Colonel Morgan’s
care, to be educated under Dr. Witherspoon at govern-
ment expense. Evidences of their wrestlings with the
art of penmanship, and official reports on their attempts
to translate Cemsar into the vernacular are still on file
among the papers of the Continental Congress. Only
the youngest, George WhiteEyes, advanced into col-
lege, though he never reached the commencement plat-
form. Ineradicable homesickness, ecoupled as the years
went on with congressional neglect, ended his academic
career in junior year, and ultimately he was sent home
to his own people, not laureated, but at last happy once
more.!

1 The visit of the Delaware chieftains in 1779 was not the only
occasion of the sort. One evening in the winter of 1805-06 word
was passed around the college refectory during sult)lp.:r that a
large party of Little Osage Indians had put up for night at
Princeton, and that President Smith was bringing them over to
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In January, 1781, the mutinous Pennsylvania troops
broke their march at Princeton and encamped on Colonel
Morgan’s grounds. Here it was that the parley took
place between their leaders and the congressional eom-
mittee, of which General Joseph Reed (1757) and Presi-
dent Witherspoon were members. And in September of
the same year Rochambeau’s army made Prineeton a
halting place on its march from Newport, Rhode Island,
~ to join Lafayette at Yorktown.

Another and more serious mutiny turned Nassau Hall
for a few brief months into a federal office building, and
the village of Princeton into a gay and brilliant capital.
For in June, 1783, the Continental Congress, frightened
away from Philadelphia by a small band of mutineers,
fled to Princeton and continued its session in Nassau
Hall until November. Peace had been declared, and
Congress was marking time until the arrival of the
Definitive Treaty. But, although there was plenty to do,
end a little serious business was indeed transacted, the
stay of Congress at Princeton savored a good deal of a
junketing party. Beside unofficial social activities, of
which there were plenty, Congress honored each college
function with its presence, attending in a body, for in-
stance, that year’s Fourth of July celebration and the
commencement exercises in September. In August
‘Washington moved his household to Princeton, making
his headquarters at Rocky Hill, three miles from Prince-
ton, and becoming a familiar figure in the neighberhood.
Co and if the undergraduates behaved themselyes he would
introeduce the visitors. The strangers were brought in and shown
around; and then, to the infinite delight of the tators, they
performed a war-dance in the shadowy campus, and finally with a
war-song, which to one collegian at least was “the most awful
soul thrilling sound ” he had ever heard, sang themselves home

along the dark village street back to their tavern. (Cf. John
Johnston, “ Autobiography.” New York, 1856, p. 75.)



86 THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD

Tn the prayer-hall he received, at a formal audience
with Congress, the thanks of the nation for his conduct
of the war. At commencement he was, of course, the
marked guest, and with Congress sat on the platform
and is said to have showed some embarrassment at the
tomplimentary language of Ashbel Green, the valedic-
torian of the day. As evidence of his esteem he presented
fifty guineas to the College, a gift which the trustees did
not sink into the bottomless pit of repairs, but spent in
commissioning Charles Wilson Peale to paint the Gen-
eral’s portrait, placing it the next year in the frame that
had held George the Second’s unlucky likeness.

In October the first authentic news of the signing of
the Definitive Treaty of peace 2 was received by Congress
Just as it had assembled in the prayer-hall to welcome

! Princeton seems to have occupied a unique place in Washing-
ton’s regard. His acquaintance with the village began in 1775
when he gaased through it on his way to assume command of the
army at Cambridge. In December, 1776, he hurried through it in
his retreat across the State. The battle of January, 1777, brought
him back. In 1783 he arrived to stay in the neighborhood
until the autumn, town and gown welcoming him with an address.
In April, 1789, on his way to New York to take the oath of
office he spent a night at Princeton and once more received an
address of welcome and congratulation, and in the following sum-
mer, returning from New York to Philadelphia, he spent an after-
noog;. at Princeton. Princeton University Bulletin, Vol. XI,
P.

He held high opinion of Dr. Witherspoon and sought his ad-
vice in the education of George W. Parke Custis, his ward.
To the latter in later years he wrote his opinion of Princeton and
o