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Communist Party membership, and was about to 80 Into exile in Greyt
Britain. He thought he was attacking conformity and cowardice; he
certainly did not think he was making a ‘Cold-War liberal’ statement,
Nor did that larger-than-life non-liberal John Wayne miss the point,
calling High Noon ‘the most un-American movie’ he’d ever seen (as can

be seen on the DVD).

20 Among them George Kennan and Hans Morgenthau; see especially J.

William Fulbright, The Arrogance of Power, New York: Random House,
1966.

21 Alist will include not only the obvious Westerns, but also war movies,
‘social problem’ and political dramas, film noir, gangster movies, even
a few comedies and children’s movies. Among others: The Wizard of

Oz, The Ox-Bow Incident, My, Smish Goes To Washington, Red River,

Rio Bravo (Howard Hawks’s and John Wayne’s answer to the supposed

‘anti—Americanism’ of High Noon), The Searchers, The Gunfighter, Along

the Gregt Divide, Shane, Gentleman’s Agreement, To Kill a Mockingbird,

Man of the West, Born Yesterday, Gilda, From Here to Eternity, High Sierra,

Knock on Any Door, The Hoodlum Priest, Tiwelye Angry Men, Spartacus,

Viva Zapatal, Whistle at Eaton Falls, Run Silent Run Deep, Meet John Doe,

The Informer, Command Decision, Twelpe O’Clock High, Attack!, Uncertain

Glory, The Rack, Young My, Lincoln, Decision at Sundown, Home of the
Brave, The Puple Heart, It’s 4 Wonderful Life, Out of the Past, The Fugitive,

Force of Evil.. ¢ should be noted that with fewer (literally) than a handful
of exceptions, i

progress is another question entirely.

22 Horfg‘Kong martial arts cinemg generally credited with being the
'nspiration for Taranting’s approach, especially in Kiil Bill; but one has
to watch a number o

. f'those earlier filims to see how different a sensibility
he brings to hi own version,

R:
RACE, PRISONS AND WA
SCENES FROM THE HISTORY OF US VIOLENCE

RUTH WILSON GILMORE

] in thi is not ‘tan it
Moreover, the important question for the future in this case is
' e . 11
happen again?’ Rather, it is ‘can it be stopped’:

hat can be said about a political culture in search of ‘1n£1n1t€ Pé:sgjljlgtzt
that is dependent on a perpetual enemy who must fwatysin military
but can never be vanquished? The United Sta‘tes ranks. 1rs e
power, wealth, war-making, murder rates, and 1.ncarceratloz ré(li €U-S o
time of this writing in the summer of 2008, one in one hun 1(‘16 g
was locked in a cage, and an additional two per cent were unde o poople
supervision of the criminal justice system. While the vast m:glci)rlt}(’)f R
in custody did not kill or violently harm anybOdY., the Cerflrtr tyolicing o
to all aspects of US life helps explain the contlnu%H.H e P i)
prisons to war. Rather than rehearse well-known critical hlsFoalrlle o
land, stolen labour, gender domination, and iron-fisted ca\Pltt ZXlsDen'es o;'
this essay uses them to historicise current events: It const;uc s L
scenes from various periods that, in sum, are designed to eTO armative
persistence and convergence of patterns and systems. The resu tlng' e
are s more cumulative than teleological, even though I’ be.heve wit oducez
heart there’s an end to violence in both senses of ‘end.: v}olence P: e o
power, which under the grow-or-die culture of capitalism seemduCe I
slightly erratic expression of self-interest; but violenc.e does not onﬁniSh.
Power, which means perhaps that its effectiveness might come to

N
SOUTHERN LOUISIANA: ARMED WHITE ME

The violence wrought by Hurricane Katrina in Septem‘ber 2(;05:)) ranC;ZZj
singularly shocked global attention on the naked, ofﬁaal., an Of%he Us
depth of US racism. A global chorus — including m:fmy. residents o
= insisted they had not really known how bad it stﬂ_l is to be. pOh -

colour in the richest and most militarily powerful nation-state in the history
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of the world. The views of dead Black
living Black people huddled on r
hold of 2 troop transport ship in
Bowl football stadium, either tau
know about the United States: it
country. One particularly outsta
film from hovering helicopters,

people floating in the floodwater, and
0ofs or in rowboats, or crammed into the
dry-dock, or into the vastness of the Sugar
ght or reminded the world what it used to
is difficult and dangerous to be Black in this
nding image, shot on both still and motion
demonstrated in stark terms how the disaster

Professional and amateyr pundits marvelled at this scene’s explicitness. OK,
they reasoned, perhaps unorganised neglect had allowed the levees to crumble,
and perhaps the cumulative effects of ﬂooding Black neighbourhoods to save
white ones during previous hurricanes and floods stretching back across the
century had increased the vulnerability of thogse locations. But how could
anybody explain officers of the law stopping, rather than helping, people in
obvious danger of dying? What is the continuity that produces and exploits
group-differentiated vulnerability to premature death so casually, without
fear of political consequence or moral shame?

Armed white men of Gretna figured in the media a century earlier, when
a ready-to-lynch mob hijt the streets one afternoon in the year 1900. A New
Otleans newspaper account of the hunt concluded: ‘The shots brought out

and felt amply repaid for 4] the trouble it Was put to, and all the ammunition
it wasted”.? This was 4 story of'a non-lynching (although the ‘man wanted’
and others were hip that day) during the long period of Jim Crow rule
committed to destroying Black self-determination Had the 1900 Gretna

8ang caught its quarry everybody would sti]] have had ‘fun’ — and used even
Mmore ammunition, sipce one favourj

cutting, tying, dragging,
_ ring had, in Ida B. Wells’ words, *hurled
Into eternity on supposition’.3

" Lynchings was first publisheq in 1892, used the pulpits

discmbowelling, dismembe
men [and women|

Wells, whose O
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' ided the capacity to stifle association ;.md competition,
particularly provi te . of thought and action, and therefore
minimise ownership, and independence nities of cheap labour (including
guarantee the extraction from Black Com;l:r oods. Her aim was not only
sex) and profits from the sale of consu _gthat comeone died or nearly
to bear witness to the fact of each event be event's underlying
died — but also to testify to its context, to traco out the b what people
or true cause. To achieve her end, she.exglmlned net Orclls;nd used. Her
did, but also how the stories of their actions were narr;t.e e emovating
cXP’OSition and analysis demonstrated the rolo of lync Hjation strategies
racist hierarchy, gender subordination, %md regional acclum ohich means it
To do all this hard work every lynching was exe?’lp aryr,nebody with the
wasn't quick. Lynch mobs did not juSt.ta.ke o aner SOith the sanction of
intent of killing them extra-legally — albeit in mo.st oasesLWnChing was public
sworn state agents from sheriffs to governors to JurlCS-‘ Y. body-white' to
torture, and both press and posse elites encorlraged .evler}’f low death, to
get in on the fun. Mobs thrilled to participa-te in the v1cf;1mhs Sto e dead
hear agonised cries for pity and smell roasting human. esb, ik,
bodies to smithereens, to keep body parts — ears, pems.es,. T f,t N
charred bones — as souvenirs, and to read detailed descrlptl‘l)lnsC‘;unt o the
the newspapers. Mobs South, North, and West could u;uaby volking the
press to explain away the kidnapping, torture, and murder }.'t've eiption

naturalness of human sacrifice — particularly through tl're rop ettt he torturers
of sub-humanity to the victim — and therf.:bY to vindicate the
(‘everybody-white’) via the contradictory claim of S‘uparlen’lacz.Gretna their

If ‘everybody-white’ in Gretna were also the fn.es. 01‘ ) Can;mt be
violence (‘fun’ — in other words, its distance fr,orn Crlmlr;ablt}t’abe inning,
legitimated in the same way for all males. But Fhat snotanen h 1:n o il A
because 2 dynamic society in which the v1ct0rs'Preser.1t t ;fh's bourgeois
pattern of human nature (in which homo economicus strips 0t rel i action).
haberdashery and becomes the imperially naked human n:ii ue VA
nvites mighty struggles to establish who coonts’as mascu 'nn.ed on byach
Ida Wells spelled out clearly that the ‘usual crime of rape plnB olishing
vietims was a fiction, a lie known by everybody in t.he.South._H yfl cex with
the open secret that white women had consensuril, 1nt1mare, illeg, e
Black men, Wells dared name, in black-and-white, ;-1 Permst;trlt Wu eacy,
the hierarchy of entitlements and exclusions organising w 1}:6 Sbir())logy of
People then and now think race is natural beca.use of the Y
reproduction, even though the biology of reprodoctlon proves rrj B
of the social and political meanings assigned to 1t'. And todc.;.ergntiation'

ISsue, sex is not reproduction, while reproduction is always di
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torture (should non-consensual sex be so punished?) and thereby evade the
question of how ‘criminality’ is naturalised by presenting it as the origin of the
explosive horror of violence (the illegal sex) that then must be fought with
the explosive horror of violence (the torture and lynching). Enshrouding
this necessary convolution are the constantly renovated gender relations

that give coherence to the rhetoric of Vulnerabih'ty and perpetration. The
rape of women of colour, and the pervasive

ness of domestic violence in all
kinds of households, speak both to the gend

ered hierarchy of racism and to

displaced or disappeared ip the 2005 events in Gretna and New Orleans
followed in Welly footsteps, and carried grievances and demands for
remedy before internationa) bodies. When the United States showed up
b rview at the United Nations Human Rights
06, commissioners asked questions about the
life: Why are there so many poor people?
ers? Why does racism persist in what Wells
¢ country’?* And in particular, why hasn’t. th‘?
k and poor communities where the Mississippl

ico been redressed?
Members of the Human Right,

the United States could be la
helped o write,” but evep, ¢},
that Treaties are part of ‘the
do not puzzle over the que
mystify the Genev, commiss

Commission in Geneva in 20
usually suspect aspects of US
Why are there ¢ many prison,
termed ‘the organized life of th

s Commission struggled to understand how
X in living up to the terms of treaties that it.had
ough Article VI of the US constitution specifies
Supreme Law of the Land’, Native Americans
stion that (perhaps just for show) seemed to
ioners. The US has in fact consistently broken
evVery treaty ever Written with indigenous peoples, a habit of disregard un-
modulated by a single wrinkje of official remorse, much less by redress for
the s]ash-;md—bum movement of white people across North America, from
Virginia and New England ip the seventeenth century, through coast-to-
c:o;xst horrors of ¢Xtermination committed in the name of god, lawgiving,
freedom, apg accumulation Puritans described the screams of Indians
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. i
ing burned alive in torched villages as ‘God laugh_ing at 'hlS eﬁlermzsn d
b‘f”}g 1:1 ilr;rs wore the body parts of those they had killed as jewe Te}:yc,)u ‘
xl:;j;in;t}ller useful and decorative objects from hl.lman rerzj;n:}.lan 9r5 pir
v lent dialectics of murder, dislocation, and dlse.ase, m e o per
e i s Americans were hurled into eternity within the firs )
Ct:m*(')f'mdsl ga;tt(r)liontact with European colonisers.” The rest were redr.novreS ai
g‘l”:i:;) nor ‘terminated’ — an astonishing word, meant to clescrlbeo ;:Zlen o
relocated, . ‘
of people from reservations to cities. Weapor%s oé Vatrrlljui; t}{g(e); e
improved to become like the rifles wielded in 1.'e b comsioned hat.
in 2005, enforced indigenous agreement to .treatles tha Srommaine boing
mtion peoples to places and life-ways not their own, the

straightforward extermination.

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND: LEx
THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMP

; inated
I'was born and raised in New Haven Connecticut, a .Smailh;’tf}:dd;}’mlizigve
atfirst by tightfisted Puritans but then, over the cen.turles,BlaCk) oo Black
Americans (many of whom passed as, or into, white (;;icans 1’)ominicans
people, southern and eastern Europeans, and Puerto Cath;hc city with
nd most lately Chicana/os and Mexicans. ,It became1 a centeth contury,
3 significant Jewish population some time in the car Ybsolute numbers, in
Auring the height of the biggest immigration boom, in a1 and then behind-
the history of the US. New Haven was ruled, first ove'rt y more, when it
the-scenes, by WASPs, until they didn’t care about lt,zl(?i};le of ‘dispersed
ceased being 4 prosperous polity around 1980. The F;n concluded in 1957
inequality’ that Robert Dahl famously and erronf:(.)uS Y ared to work well
would be the future of the US multi-ethnic replflk.)hc appe the post-world-
cough to warrant his book on New Haven POIIFICS dungfcts of economic
War-Il period, when the Elm City’s two p nnapalhl?r; uality and at high
atvity, gling ang students, were being turned out in li a;qld throughout the
“0st. But when things started to get bad, in New HaVZn though US-trained
US, Dahy wisely repudiated his signature Concep‘t (;iV commit its error to
Political science doctoral candidates must, to this day,
heary), . ntury learned

Ev)ery New Haven schoolchild of the long twentieth century

: n whose
) . db the white me
thout the Political and material marvels aChlerudg};s Goffe, Dixwell, and

Nameg mar the city’s major streets: fed to New
many o es I an

1
Wha]ley, who signed the death warrant .for Qhar e amgesble pares
“ven when Charles 11 took the throne; Eli Whitney,

me pIOflleel n e]lglneel', and Ollbel Ilhh(l
i w » and COttOl’l gl
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de ( Op P
1y \% and anu actu g
l (& man 1 rer ()1 dle re eatin Ilﬁe
won th.e west. X Oungstels t()ur

dacr — the gun that
on'd cromplapers ot t el; monuments, reported to each other
» and sang and danced thej ise i
amateur musicals perfo e
rmed for elected 2 '
eu . nd other el
Killing kings, mags -
inalienable right coal

dead-serious

~produci i
p Ing weapons, and framing accumulation as an

es i :
practice th . ced into white supremacy — the modern theory and
at explains how, over the past few cen

from the person of h turies, authority devolved

__ individuaﬂy g i;lagld to judge when any of these actions is right or wrong
factory and Y. . € aggregate — kept institutions like Winchester’s arms
Kjlrl}’i ale University humming day and night
ng sormeb '
being caighTanZy haS. always been on the American agenda, and avoiding
the Leson, wiy, merican ?rosshairs an ontological priority. For example,
War I can b Sufnsupsemac.lsts violently offered to Black Gls after World
Med up in a couple of Imperatives: expect nothing, and

ust i
~ which together form as ther§ 18 always a sudden spike after executions
the polity’ ¢ 19195 bl S‘;ro‘ng evidence that the ‘state models behavior for
against leftist politic 100 Y red summer’, est known for the Palmer raids
i : ?;ldt}fabour organisers, was simultaneously a time of
Wars were related rath - ne.lme of white supremacy. The class and race
began his rise to Pow:rr han comncidental. Not surprisingly, J. Edgar Hoover
policing by servig as s the Chl_ef engineer of capitalist white supremacist
He was sl arouni t}(:ChnOCranc overseer for many of the 1919 actions.
1969-71 federal ang 16lS lead ~Of the FBI when over an 18 month period in
1o less than in 19190“;1 POl{ce destroyed the Black Panther Party. In 1969,
nto view 5 perpetual’ er erone about violence and violent action brought
nse?y “llho Mmust always be fought but can never be
i e
multaneously crimina] (acting outside the law)

and alien (not belonging to the polity)

But when B,
. Ck GIS cam.
to “expect nothing’ or b; ¢ back after World War 11 they were not about

de their up; ;
heard from, wives and faeh ' umforms in the bottom of a trunk. Having
€13, sisters and friends, about the work radicals
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rifles used to kill indigenous people were still being produced long after the
theft of the continent had been completed. Winchester’s became the place
where Black men went to work after doing their two or three or four years
in the armed service — ‘protecting’ Berlin, South Korea, Okinawa, Thailand,
Laos, South Vietnam. They knew how to shoot. They worked overtime
on the assembly line. The wives worked at Yale in low-paying jobs. Their
children sang and danced: when they were not rehearsing ‘Jump Jim Crow’
they warbled about superior inventions and modern points of view.
The modemn point of view that sustained the social order was the
telentless industrialization of killing, requiring fewer exertions of human
physical and mental strength per person hurled into eternity. This was the
military-industrial complex: the set of workers, intellectuals, bosses, boosters,
places, materials, relationships, ideas, and political-economic capacity to
organise these factors of production into the machinery of death. Eventually,
President General Dwight David Eisenhower got nervous enough about
the military-industrial complex to give it its name. He revered war; he
loved capitalism. But did not like how war-making and profit-making had
become so thoroughly intermeshed during the Cold War that, he argued,
both entrepreneurial innovation and industrial policy would be shaped (and
Perhaps squeezed) by their might. His anxiety was about 185 years too late,
though perhaps it is never too late to say you're sorry. The United States has
never had an industrial policy other than the one cohering around warfare,
although it became most fully operationalised with the establishment of the
Penta.g()n and consolidated power of the Department of Defense’s many
fonstituents in the post-1945 era.
Winchester’s New Haven arms factory was taken over by the Olin-
Zl;iles,on corporation in 1963. After an employee buyout to forestall the
'S closure in 1981 failed, the factory was first acquired by a French
E?el d;;% company, then sold to a Belgian arms-making c'artel. By the t.ime
exited tErY yvas completely shut down in 2006, Prospenty bad long since
left i i € city ~ along with nearly 25 per cent of its pop.ulatlon. What was
of extres wake were poor Black and Brown people, a spatially s.egreg:.ited arc
mely well-to-do white households, and a shrunken middle-income
atum Struggling to make public schools and services respond as they had
" the earlier per; i eciall
in places . Pel’lold. As has been the case across the U.mt.ed Stat.es, especially
loca] ecow el_re Wld‘e gaps between rich and poor coincided Wlth declining
the pmblnomws, criminalisation became the preferred public respons;' tﬁ
Yo €ms created by poverty. Young people from h.ouseholds Wi llc’
chil drenn Supported by guns produced and eXPOl’ted'tO kl.u other peopiess
NOW got their hands on imported guns to kill neighbours, family,

7—4d\m
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and friends. Mostly, however, they were busy being
The expansion of criminalisation is always expl
to a secular rise in violent activity

poor.

ained away by reference
~ 1ape, murder, child molestation are the
d, mnterpersonal violence did not account

bites Proving that prison expansion is good for society. The war
ed between modes of incorporation (a job

In a gun factory Ora cotin a cage) that maintain the central force of racial

capitalism.

FROM THE GREYHOUND STATION TO ABU GHRAIB:
PRISONS AS MANIFEST DESTINY

‘Criminal’ has long been on the rise in the lexicon of putatively transparent of
self“CXPIMIMOI'}’ terms — like race or gender — used to designate fundamentl
(Whether fixed Or mutable) differences between kinds of people. Ida B.
Wells saw the active connection between race-making and outlaw-making
when she wrote: ‘To lynch for » certain crime not only concedes the right
t lynch any persop for any crime but it is in a fair way to stamp us a race f’f
Tapists and desperadoes’ The first public infrastructural accomplishment 1
Post-Katrina Neyw Orleans was tq convert the city’s Greyhound station into
a.jail; Burl Cain, the warden of the notorioys Angola State prison — a post-
il war plantation Where 85 per ceng of prisoners are Black and an eqnal
Percentage SeIving sentences for the rest of their natural lives — was p ut o
charge. In other words, the eljteg didn’t start by burying the dead or feeding
the living, but they did close & port — the bus station — in order to lock up
45 many as pogsiple Whose exit from the city had not yet been accomplished
through dispersa] or death. Of 41 sites, the bus station! In the US buses ar¢
symbolic of working-clags mobility, and also — especially in the South — of

the struggle, organiseq during the height of the long twentieth-century civi
rights Movement, t g

Th eSegregate transportation no less than schools.
: r
€ conversion of the by station into 4 jail occurred not long ate

Gretn'a.’s police blocked the public bridge whose very existence symbolised
the dismvestment in ’

19505 ang 19605 ThCity' centres in favoyr of the suburbanisation of t}:;
- Lhe failed leyees of New Orleans themselves were,

ymbolic not Simply of urban abandonment but rather

35 Oopposed to 5 Wholesale withdrawal from) the wealth-

their disintegration, s
ofa Tecalibration of (
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producing urban landscapes of the Big Easy, as New Orleans is familiarly
Calll(iidthe 25 or so years leading up to Katrina, a massivo expansion of prisgni
and criminalisation spread across the United States, driven by dllﬁ;e‘rent, t }1116
connected, processes of displacement, abandonment, and control. As w:list ;
case with kidnapped African labour and stolen 1nd1gonous land, acomp et.e Z
involuntary migration — this time around via conv1ction and 1ncaict:ra 10 !
- has once again resulted in the mysterious disappearance of rr;ilhons ion
people. This ongoing disappearance is apparently not fully graspe , eve(r)i "
its accomplishment, to judge from the calmness with which most pc} ;;1
in the US of all races receive the news that one out of every 100 of the
country’s adults is locked up in a prison or jail. . o

The rise of the cage as a large-scale all-purpose solution to. problems
s a relatively recent phenomenon in world history. Modern' prisons a\;/er;
born and grew up with the United States, as impetsonal but 1nd1v1d1l1) 1s}el
sites of large-scale social control, in the long historical turn ,marked yt j
consolidation of the bourgeois nation-state as the world’s fundamenta
political economic unit, the normalisation of capitalism, and the development
of racist science and philosophy to explain it all. Although the roforrr;iS(;
Purpose of prisons was to end bodily torture, in the United States prison di
notreplace torture but rather complemented its role in securing social ordor.
In the case of slavery prison was beside the point: there was no purpose in
locking up a tool with life in it, while there was plenty of purposefulness in
demonstrating to that and other living tools the imminence. of prematuref
death a5 the fikeljest respite from endless suffering.' Antl in the casc;l 0
land thef;, there was no point in locking people up at public expense w eg
those indigenous people who had not been slaughtered could be deporte
10 reservations to fend for themselves. But what of others? .

By the Jate 1840s, when various US political factions were debating
the merity of Permanently grabbing part or all of Mexico, the most.cle.ar—
eyed Proponents of ‘Manifest Destiny’ hesitated at the prospect of bringing
I the union millions of Mexicans who, whatever they were, were not
White, Supremacists claimed they had coaxed from (rather than forced into)
.the landscape a set of nearly identical, locally-controlled governmental
"titutions Tun by enfranchised white men. They were deterrrnned to
Maintain he absolute dominion of the sovereign race. Thus the anxiety was
1Ot Just about having more not-white folks on US territory, but dealing
Vth the Problem of the yote — itself symbolic of their material delusion
COncerning local governance. If the Mexican-become-American mon voted,
Hen what of the union of free white men? The master-race republic sought
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to expand its wealth without diluting its distribution scheme. As we have
seen, in the post-civil war period, public torture was pervasively used, even
as the modern prison increasingly became part of rural no less than urban
landscapes. Jim Crow, then, did not only work to suppress Black people; it was
both template and caution for all who were not members of the sovereign
race. Tbat century’s globalizing contradictions, characterized by indigenous
ex.termmation, wars of territorial expansion, socio-spatial segregation, racist
science and eugenics, the redrawing of the world’s imperial contours, and the
spread of democratized blood-and-soj] nationalism, coalesced at the time of
the 1898 Spanish-American war, and these forces in sum gave both political
and theoretical shape to the twentieth century’s continuing human-sacrifice
rampage.

The end of the nineteenth century was also defined by the development
of the mc?der? business corporation and the rise of engineering and a
technocratic view of how to manage systems and structures — whether the
DuAPont Cf)rporation, the city of Los Angeles, or the State of Mississippi.
This combination of ‘What” and ‘how’ formed the basis of ‘Progressivism’ ~
4 movement misunderstood as an opening through which common people
.rmght. Qemocraticaﬂy overcome racial capitalism and white supremacist
lgperlaysm. R.ather., Progressives developed large-scale complex public and
2221632215221;1?; :rl f(‘)rdelr to guaranteg the privatised extraction of value
surprising that P]rogres:iizti(snCS (()if prOducu.On' As a result, it shoul’d not b
was part of e m developed in the South and that. Jim Crow
becarl; .. 115 original St.l'uFture. Under the aegis of Progressivism, Pm.onS

egulated by specialists and segregated by age and gender. This might

not
sound so bad — except for the fact that before the Progressive period few

youngsters i
gsters and few women Were 1n any prisons anywhere.

» Y€ as now, opened the door to expanding prison under the
(0 the conure lifeli)::\sfentient. At the same time, in the South the official end{
competition i, uneYS elm took uncompensated labour (prisoners) out ©
Was resolved, in racist inp oyed free labour; the struggle to end that syster”
(mostly Black) s thate;m 5 by the formation of prison plantations for me’;
exclusive right to jobs r}fe workers (profiled white) could be assured ©
twentieth and ear] t;VW ether or not the work actually existed. In the lats
along these two £ Y venty-fint century prison expansion has p roceede
Tonts — as the necessary response to ‘criminality’, and as 2

reform of that res W
o ; -
Bush the 2000 el(itir(l)sr? g dleragch1sement cioionagare o iy

The ratj i
onalj 3 . 1
of violence to mz(unded}.’mg Prison growth uses both rhetoric and practic®
€ mass incarceration seem other than what it is —a machin®
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for producing and exploiting group-differentiated vulnerability to premature
death. The intellectuals who have figured out how to exercise racism
without naming race have to work extremely hard to realise their goals,
and they draw on a template and legacy of thought developed from and for
the kinds of wars they imagine the US is fighting when it sends troops and
materiel abroad. War and incarceration are supposed to bring good things
to the places destroyed in the name of being saved; the devastation wrought
overseas in Iraq and Afghanistan is both prefigured and shadowed by the
history and current experience of life in the US itself. The convergence of
theory and technique come into view in the construction of the perpetual
enemy who must always be fought but can never be vanquished.

For the past twenty-five years the militarisation of everyday domestic
life in the United States is acted out, in full dress, through, for example, the
intensified criminalisation of kids, who in California in 1988 were officially
mmed street terrorists’. Another example is the way that people in the US
have gotten into the habit of wearing photo identification as though it were
Jewellery. Everyone expects to be stopped, but the expectation of what
happens afterward diverges wildly. In such a milieu of battle-readiness and
checkpoint-cheeriness it was remarkably easy for the lawyers defending the
POS Angeles policemen who beat up Rodney King to argue, in spite of the
visual evidence, that King was ‘in control’ of the situation. A millisecond of
Fhe globally circulated film of his beating shows King trying to get up as he
s kicked and pummelled. This effort made King a violent desperado; and
while the Jury that acquitted the four cops probably would have let them
80 anyway, because the Jurors came from a community of retired police
fmdA ”{ﬂitary and had a narrative of events on which to hang the cops’ plea.
Criminality worked too well to fail in the courtroom.

Spoi?;i:j% n;ulticulmrg?l upﬁsing against th.e verdict b.rought for.th bot‘h
of Us instiusl :if(l) SYIStematlc radical understandings of the internal rac1stf llogz
nd other o hr‘ls. t also.gave a boost to the top—dow?l‘developm'ent o. .eg
AlthOu . hac mery des1gned to suppress such opposition to racist poyc?ng.
he b 81 the Los Angeles police chief at the time was run out of his job,
- 18 been replaced by a series of men for whom policing people of colour
?S the number o . ‘ ve’ to hel
i that oy one priority (Gretna in 1900 had a ‘black det?ct1ve to help
mandeg I 1= Just as fapartheid South Africa had Black pohce.). Each has
like I{odnea Izger P C_’hce force, arguing that every time- something bappens
deag becausy ng .bemg beating up, or 13 year-old Devin Brown being sh<‘)t
drunk (Whie ; P?llceman said he thought the kid, driving a stoletn (:ar, was ‘a
Police powec King Wa?), the city will go up in flames if there 1sn‘t enough
T to keep it under control. They shop their techniques and
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demands around the world
the military,

claim that w

(getting rich as consultants along the way). Like
they want to surge. And as with contemporary warfare, they
hat they do benefits the assaulted as well as the assaulter. The
triggerman is safer and the target is precise. However, Jjust as the out,
what is called ‘surgical strikes’ in the erg of increasingly capitalised
has meant that more civilians than ever die in each conflict, so it is
with policing ‘the war on the streets’ at home.

The police and the milita
in th

come of
warfare
the case

1y also act to guarantee their institutional role
€ apparatus and activities of the state. On the one hand, for a nation

conceived in the violence of indigenous extermination and chattel slavery,
one might think that the governmental agents charged with ‘defence’ and
‘internal pacification’ would have nothing to worry about. But they do have

Practice in order to reproduce power.

prisoners by US military jailers at Abu Ghraib in Iraq
singularly shocked global attention on the naked and
US racism. The revelation of the hidden spectacle that
r themselves and the various audiences they sent pictures

The torture of
in 2004 focused
official depth of
soldiers staged fo
to, occurred 3

1 English, French and Spanish language newspapers of

varying politica] Persuasions in both the ‘first’ and ‘third’ worlds: ‘when
Americans look away’. T can’t te]]

Place and then travell
Americans’ ADH 11

ed historically, look and then look away — not out
t or shame, but rather with a deep and perhaps

€ forturer? The fact of torture consigns the torcured
erentiated difference

of denial, muych less pi
e€mpathetic shrug for th

, an alien-ness underscored by
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white supremacy was being secured a hundred years ago. e bt
Once the evidence of the outrage at Abu' th‘ralb‘waslnp’ara e beiore
Congressional commiittees (and in art shows inviting r?u}llj ic Cfommmand’
elegant books), the perpetrators were pluck-ed out of the ‘chain o ;0}1111 e
and sent to prison. A lot was made of the fact that two or thre}e o tler'n ;
been stateside prison guards. and so what could one expect: An}ell ytica le,
one could expect at least some critics to unders.tand that. \.ivhat the guar f
did in both the US and Iraq was to help consolidate policing and prisons
mstitutional dominance. These institutions aspire to the same degree of
security for their existence at the state and local leyel .thaF the Pi-ntagon
emjoys at the federal level. This reduces questions of {nstltutlonal reform to
marginal squabbles over cost-benefits and better practices. .
Such a devolution of criticism makes reformist reform very powerful in
the way that neoliberalism operates.'* But it is not only the current set of
institutions structured in dominance that matter — though they C410'. The
culture of capitalism — not the culture of consumption but .of capzta‘ltsm -
informs all the tendencies laid out in the scenes depicted in this essay. 'Grow
or die” works hand-in-hand with structural inequality to keep producmg an
outcome that people keep being shocked bv. And yet, while being shocked,
many are also persuaded of the naturalness of the system and are there.fore
vulnerable to accepting the proposition advanced by the man who coined
‘manifest destiny’ to describe Anglo Saxons’ right to control the plaget. As
Charles Kingsley, the author of Hestivard Ho wrote in a letter to a frle‘nd in
1849: I js expedient that one man die for the people. One tribe exterminated

fneed be ¢ save a whole continent. “Sacrifice of human life?” Prove that
1S human Jife 13

ABOLITION NOW
In the dreapy, of advocates fo
known anq unknown US
Prisoners should be brough
can be charged, face thei 5
unlikely 5 , remedy for ¢
Warfare, 1¢ also pProposes th
Promise ¢, femedy Abu G
10t takey, 5 harassment ¢r

r people locked up in Guantinamo and other
ulitary-controlled prisons around the planet, the
tinto the US criminal justice system where they
ccusers, and be judged by their peers. This seems
he real problem, which is violence, prisons, an’d
at things will cure things — better building§ (Bush’s
hraib), training sessions (what US professional has
aining session in the past two years?), handbooks,

élmd W laws. Yer i regular US prisons and jails, where one out of every
e\(x)g U5 aduls lives, torture and terror happen every day. In Caillfo;.ma
hry Week 3 Prisoner dies from medical neglect of easily-treatable mala es.
“ghout the United States the households of prison guards, along with
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bodily violence.

The proliferation of NeW prisons in the US was followed by the
proliferation of laws to guarantee their present size. And contemporaneously
with domestic prison growth, there has occurred a US-Jed global production
of a criminal clag without rights, designed to evade rather than fulfil the
terms of treatjes — including the global prohibition against torture. The

as well as theoretica] Ways to get out of the trap of reformist reform. The
violence of tortyre and official murder, toward the end of stealing labour,
land, and reproductive capacity, have driven the history of the United States.

If reform withip that history is the Pattern for change, it can only result in 4
‘changing same’ 14
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