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In 2007, Greg Olsen, a pioneer in the sensors industry and in space travel, 
was appointed the engineering school’s first entrepreneur-in-residence.
		 “The position gives students and faculty members access to advice and 
ideas from a highly successful business founder and adds momentum  
to the growing number of entrepreneurial activities at the school,” said  
H. Vincent Poor, dean of the School of Engineering and Applied Science.  
Olsen’s appointment is with Princeton’s Keller Center, in collaboration with  
the Princeton Institute for the Science and Technology of Materials.
		 Olsen said that a company he co-founded, Sensors Unlimited, benefited 
greatly during its early days from collaborations with Princeton’s researchers 
in material science. “Sensors Unlimited got a lot of help from Princeton and 
there is a nice trade going on already between Princeton and entrepreneur-
ship,” Olsen said. “I just want to keep that going.”
		 Sensors Unlimited developed optoelectronic devices such as sensitive 
near-infrared and shortwave-infrared cameras for NASA and other clients.  
In 2000, Sensors Unlimited was acquired by Finisar Corporation for approxi-
mately $600 million.
		 In 2005, Olsen went into space as one of the world’s first private citizens 
to become a self-funded astronaut. He traveled on a Russian Soyuz rocket 
for a 10-day visit to the International Space Station. Since then he has been 
devoting much of his time exhorting American students to pursue careers in 
science and engineering.

GREG OLSEN 
APPOINTED ENTREPRENEUR- 
IN-RESIDENCE



THE KELLER CENTER 2007 33

ENGINEERING 
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

At a Meet the Entrepreneurs event on October 16, 11 high-tech entrepreneurs 
shared stories and answered questions about how they founded and grew 
their organizations into successful enterprises with dozens of students,  
faculty, and community members.
	 The event, which was co-sponsored by the Keller Center and the Princeton 
Institute for the Science and Technology of Materials, was inspired by Greg 
Olsen, Princeton’s entrepreneur-in-residence.
	 “I think it’s a great way for students, faculty, and other aspiring entrepre-
neurs to learn from people who have built and grown successful organizations 
from scratch,” said Olsen.
	 Princeton’s student-run Entrepreneurship Club was well represented at the 
event, whose members met entrepreneurs and gathered ideas for an annual 
business plan competition.
	 “I met some really wonderful people who gave me some great ideas for 
making the club more effective and for making our upcoming competition a 
success,” said Bethani Massey ’10.

ENTREPRENEURS 
INTERACT WITH THE 

COMMUNITY

At a Meet the Entrepre-
neurs event held in the 
fall, students, faculty, 
and community members 
met a number of high-
tech entrepreneurs who 
discussed their own 
experiences in building 
successful enterprises. 
(Photos: Bob Monsour)
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The Keller Center for Innovation in Engineering Education is grateful to the  
following supporters who help to realize the long-term vision of the center: 

Dennis Keller ’63 and Constance Templeton Keller for endowing and naming 
the Keller Center for Innovation in Engineering Education in 2008. The gift 
will support and strengthen programs that will enable future generations of 
students to become leaders in a technological society. 

Flack + Kurtz, William G. Hamilton ’58, and G. Frederick Perkins, Jr. ’58 for 
establishing the Norman D. Kurtz ‘58 Fund for Innovation in Engineering  
Education (which is in addition to contributions from Mrs. Norman D. Kurtz, 
Peter and Fern Nadel P88, Irwin W. Silverberg ’58, and Dr. Garrett J. Thrasher 
’58 to endow the Norman D. Kurtz ’58 Scholarship Fund)

Eugene Wong ’55, for establishing the Eugene Wong ’55 Fund for Engineering 
and Policy

Kimberly Ritrievi ’80, for establishing the Kimberly E. Ritrievi ’80 Fund for In-
novation in Engineering Education

Anonymous, Dennis Keller ’63, Peter Kellner ’91, and Ed Zschau ’61 for  
endowing the Dean’s Visiting Professor in Entrepreneurship 

The William Pierson Field lectureship for support of the Leadership in  
a Technological World lecture series

Morgan, Lewis & Brockius and the Jumpstart New Jersey Angel Network  
for their support of the Princeton-Jumpstart Lecture Series on Technology 
Entrepreneurship

SUPPORTERS 
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Leadership in a Technological World Lecture Series
“Leadership Lessons Learned on the  
	 Firing Line”
	Anne Mulcahy, Chairman and Chief  
	Executive Officer, Xerox Corporation
	April 5, 2007

“Tough Choices: Leadership Is All about  
	 the Long Run”
	 Jeff Wilke ’89, Senior Vice President,  
	Amazon.com
	April 18, 2007

“Inventing a Better Future”
	Frank Moss ’71, Director, MIT Media Lab
	September 26, 2007

“Xerox Innovation”
	Sophie Vandebroek, Chief Technology  
	Officer, Xerox Corporation
	November 15, 2007

Technology for Developing Regions Seminar Series
“Engineers Without Borders–Princeton:  
	Engineering Connections across the Globe”
	Andrew Lapetina ’07 and Katie  
	 Lewis-LaMonica ’08 
	 February 20, 2007

“Providing Internet Search for  
	 Low-Connectivity Regions”
	Bill Thies, Ph.D. Candidate, Massachusetts 
 	Institute of Technology
	March 6, 2007

“Management of Wetland Waters in Africa”
	Wolfgang Kinzelbach, Professor, ETH Zurich
	May 1, 2007

“The Role of Engineers in Poverty Reduction:  
	Challenges and Opportunities”
	Bernard Amadei, Professor, University  
	 of Colorado 
	October 19, 2007

SEMINARS AND  
WORKSHOPS

Harnessing the Power of Entrepreneurship: 
Workshop Series

“Workshop I: Entrepreneurship in  
	Government”
	Craig Benson, Former Governor of New  
	Hampshire; Co-Founder, Cabletron Systems
	October 4, 2007

“Workshop II: Entrepreneurship and  
	Economic Development”
	Peter Kellner ’91, Co-Founder of Endeavor  
	 and Founder and Managing Director of  
	Richmond Management
	October 11, 2007

“Workshop III: Entrepreneurship in  
	Nonprofits and NGOs”
	Francis Pandolfi ’65, Consultant to  
	NGOs/Nonprofit Organizations; Former  
	Chief Operating Officer, U.S. Forest Service;  
	 Former Chief Executive Officer, Times-Mirror  
	Magazines Corp.
	October 18, 2007

“Workshop IV: Entrepreneurship in  
	Higher Education”
	Panelists: Nancy Malkiel, Princeton Dean  
	of the College; David Botstein, Princeton  
	Professor of Genomics and Director of  
	 the Lewis-Sigler Institute for Integrative  
	Genomics; Edward Felten, Princeton  
	Professor of Computer Science and Director  
	 of the Center for Information Technology  
	Policy
	Moderator: Professor Julian Lange ’65
	November 8, 2007

“Workshop V: Corporate Entrepreneurship”
	Walter Skowronski, President, Boeing  
	Capital Corporation; Senior Vice President  
	 and Former Senior Vice President of 		
	 Finance and Treasurer, the Boeing Company
	November 13, 2007

Princeton-Jumpstart Lecture Series on  
Technology Entrepreneurship
	 Second Annual Innovation Forum
	 February 27, 2007

“From Founders to Funders: Nurturing  
	 the Next Generation of Entrepreneurs”
	Panelists: Ken Kay, Chairman of the  
	 Jumpstart New Jersey Angel Network;  
	Bill Martin, Co-founder of Indie Research;  
	 and Mario Casabona, president of  
	Casabona Ventures
	Moderator: Professor Ed Zschau ’61
	May 8, 2007

Special Topics in Technology Entrepreneurship
“Oasis Semiconductor: The 10-Year Run  
	 from Founding to Exit”
	 John Koger ’85
	February 12, 2007

“Engineering and Entrepreneurship”
	Chris Loose ’02
	November 12, 2007
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The Keller Center supports courses that have interdisciplinary content inte-
grating engineering, natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities that 
are of broad interest to students from across the University. Many of these 
courses have no prerequisites. They are cross-listed in undergraduate course 
offerings under engineering and bear the label EGR. 

COURSES

EGR 102A, B  
Engineering in the  
Modern World (also CEE 102A, B)
Professor: Michael Littman,  
David Billington 

EGR 105  
Lab in Conservation of Art  
(also CEE 105/ART 105)
Professor: George Scherer

EGR 109  
Computers in Our World  
(also COS 109)
Professor: Brian Kernighan 

EGR 116 The Computational Universe 
(also COS 116)
Professor: Adam Finkelstein

EGR 199  
Great Inventions That Changed  
the World (also CHE 199)
Professor: James Wei 

EGR 222A, B 
Principles of Computing and  
Connectivity (also ELE 222A, B)
Professors: Sharad Malik, Peter  
Ramadge, James Sturm

EGR 228  
Energy Solutions for the Next Century 
(MAE 228/CHE 228)
Professors: Yiguang Ju, Jay Benziger, 
Robert Socolow

EGR 250, 251, 350, 351, 450, 451 
Engineering Projects in Community 
Service (EPICS)
Professors: Edward Coyle, Michael 
Littman, Catherine Peters

EGR 262 A, B
Structures and the Urban Environment 
(also CEE 262A, B/ARC 262A, B/
URB 262A, B)
Professors: David Billington, Maria 
Garlock

EGR 328  
Energy for a Greenhouse-Constrained 
World (also ENV 328/ MAE 328)
Professor: Robert Socolow 

EGR 399  
Faster and Higher: The Romance  
and Reality of Space Flight  
(also MAE 399)
Professor: Roger Burk 

EGR 437  
Introduction to Innovation Process 
Management  
(also MAE 437)
Professor: Karl Zaininger 

EGR 453  
Special Topics in Public Affairs:  
Patent Law and Innovation Policy 
(also WWS 453) 
Professor: Margaret Jane Radin 

EGR 491 
High-Tech Entrepreneurship  
(also ELE 491/ORF 491)
Professor: Ed Zschau 

Additional EGR courses are those 
with focused computer science,  
engineering, or mathematical  
content. These courses are relevant 
to students beyond the home  
department.

EGR 126  
General Computer Science  
(also COS 126)
Professor: Douglas Clark 

EGR 191, 192, 193, 194  
An Integrated Introduction to  
Engineering, Mathematics, Physics 
(also MAT 191, 192, 193, 194/ 
PHY 191, 192, 193, 194) 
Professors: James Olsen, Ingrid 
Daubechies, Frank Calaprice,  
Stephen Lyon, Pablo Debenedetti,  
Michael Littman, Daniel Marlow,  
William Massey, Jennifer Rexford

EGR 245  
Fundamentals of Engineering  
Statistics (also ORF 245)
Professors: Richard DeVeaux,  
Jianqing Fan

EGR 305 
Mathematics in Engineering  
(also MAE 305/MAT 301)
Professor: Morton Kostin 

EGR 307  
Optimization  
(also ORF 307)
Professor: Alexandre d’Aspremont 

EGR 309  
Probability and Stochastic Systems 
(also ORF 309/MAT 309)
Professor: Erhan Çinlar 
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